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THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE ARCHIVES 

 

 

NAME OF 

COLLECTION 
Moore, Sir William Harrison 

  
ACCESSION NO 1963.0001 

  
DATE RANGE 1902-1954 
  
SIZE OF 

COLLECTION 

21 boxes (Type 1) 

  
HISTORICAL 

NOTE 

Born in 1867 in London, Harrison Moore spent some time in journalism 
before proceeding to study law at the Middle Temple, London, and at 
Cambridge. In 1893 he succeeded Edward Jenks as Professor of Law at 
the University of Melbourne, and became the third Dean of the Faculty. 
His interests included the Australian Constitution and the Imperial 
Federation League, the Round Table and the League of Nations, being 
prominent in organizing the Victorian branch of the last-mentioned and 
attending the Conference in Rome in October 1927. He was also a 
member of the delegation in 1929 and 1930 and was chosen as Australia's 
representative at the Imperial Conference. He was President of the 
Victorian branch of the League of Nations Union, Chairman of the 
Victorian division of the Royal Institute of International Affairs and as a 
member of the Executive Committee of the Institute of Pacific Relations 
led an Australian contingent to the Institute's Conference in Shanghai in 
November 1931. He was a director of Robertson & Mullens in the 1920's 
and 1930's. He married Edith a'Beckett in 1898. He died at Toorak on 1 
July 1935. 

  
NOTE ON 

COLLECTION 

Due to its high use, the entire collection was transferred into acid-free 
folders and re-boxed into Type 1 archive boxes. Items in each group were 
checked and re-ordered to match the lists. Some of the more fragile items 
were placed in Mylar or other inert plastic sleeves. 

 Item 5/2/7: Covers had fused with loose items, so the notebooks 
were separated and placed in a plastic sleeve. Documents had to be 
cut away (with no loss of text).  

 Item 6/5/5, listed as „Constitutional Changes during the Peace 
Conference‟, is actually a reprint from The Times entitled „The 
Dominions and Foreign Policy‟, Feb 1925.  

 Listed items 1/2/42, 6/5/4 and 10/2/24 appear to be missing.  
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NOTE ON 

LISTING 

The original list for the collection is extremely detailed, although no box 
numbers were added. A hard copy of the original can be accessed in the 
reading room. This current list was written by Ella Holcombe in 2010 to 
provide a summary of the series, and to match the descriptions with the 
box numbers that were created in 2009.  
The listing for Group 1 Correspondence Items 1/1/17 – 1/1/61 was 
changed (from 1/1/2 – 1/1/20/6) to match the numbering on the 
documents. 

  
NAME Samara McIIroy 
DATE 27th January 2009 
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ACCESSION NO 63/1 

 
 
GROUP No. TITLE PAGE No. 

1 Correspondence 3 

2 Diaries and Address Books 3 

3 Legal and Constitutional Opinions 3 

4 University of Melbourne 3 

5 Brief in the Victoria South Australia Boundary Case 4 

6 The British Empire 4 

7 The Australian Commonwealth Constitution 4 

8 Industrial Relations in Australia 4 

9 Financial Policy and the Depression 5 

10 League of Nations 5 

11 Organisations for the Study of International Affairs 5 

12 World War I 6 

13 Business Papers 6 

14 The Boobooks 6 

15 Newscuttings 7 

16 Photographs etc.  7 

17 Miscellaneous 7 
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1 1 CORRESPONDENCE  
1 1/1 Business Correspondence.  
1 1/2 Correspondence informing Moore that he is to be 

appointed as a Companion of the Most Distinguished 
Order of St Michael and St George, and congratulating 
him on receiving the honour.  

 

1 1/3 Letters and telegrams congratulating Moore on being 
appointed Knight Commander of the Civil Division of 
the Order of the British Empire. [In both 1/2 and 1/3, 
letters of congratulation are simply listed by name of 
sender, with address.] 

 

1 1/4 General Correspondence. [This consists mainly of 
letters from government departments and various 
organisations for the study of international affairs with 
which Moore was concerned.]   

 

    
1 2 DIARIES AND ADDRESS BOOKS  

[This group consists of two diaries and an address 
book. The diary numbered 2/1/2 contains information 
on international organizations such as the League of 
Nations, conferences at Geneva, etc.] 

 

    
1 3 LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL OPINIONS 

[Consists mainly of legal opinions on various acts, but 
also of opinions on constitutional matters – probably 
given when he was Constitutional Advisor to the 
Victorian Government.] {See also Group 7, The 
Australian Commonwealth Constitution} 

 

    
2-10 4 UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE [Papers relating 

to the work of Sir William Harrison Moore at the 
University of Melbourne.] 

 

2 4/1 Trinity College and Janet Clarke Hall. [Minutes of 
meeting of committees and boards associated with the 
colleges; material relating to the incorporation of the 
college, etc.] 

 

2-10 4/2 Lecture Notes. [Most of these notes are written on 
small-sized note-paper by Harrison Moore. Most 
related to Constitutional Law, and to what today at the 
University of Melbourne is called International Law. 
Unfortunately the notes were already mixed up when 
found, so that it was impossible to number each set 
separately. The best that could be done was to gather 
all the notes on each topic together.] {For clear typed 
notes on International Relations see 4/2/36} 
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10 4/3 General University Material. [Contains a few 
magazines, papers, written by Harrison Moore.] 

 

    
11-13 5 BRIEF IN THE VICTORIA SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

BOUNDARY CASE 

 

11 5/1 Admissions.  
11 5/2 Briefs, Papers and Documents.  
12 5/3 Correspondence. [The correspondence relating to the 

case has been kept in this group rather than in General 
Correspondence, because it is an essential part of the 
whole Brief and should not be separated from it. The 
greater part of it consists of files of copies of letters.] 

 

12 5/4 Map lists and population figures.  
12 5/5 Privy Council Boundary Case. [Contains extracts and 

documents on boundary cases heard by the Privy 
Council. These cases are American and Canadian and 
would have been used by Harrison Moore when 
arguing his case.] 

 

13 5/6 Notes made by Harrison Moore for the case.  
    
13-15  6 THE BRITISH EMPIRE  
13 6/1 The British Commonwealth Relations Conference.  
13 6/2 The Imperial Conferences.  
14 6/3 Conference on the Operation of Dominion Legislation 

and Merchant shipping Legislation. [1929]  
1929 

14 6/4 Development and Migration Commission.   
14 6/5 Foreign Policy. [Peace Treaties and Conference.]  
15 6/6 Mandates.  
15 6/7 Privy Council.   
15 6/8 Norway, India and Sweden. [The union of Sweden and 

Norway compared with Empire; articles on India.]  
 

    
15 7 THE AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH 

CONSTITUTION 

 

15 7/1 Articles and papers on constitutional problems.  
15 7/2 Alterations to the Constitution. [Contains material on 

the constitutional alterations of 1910, papers by Moore 
on the Constitution and opinions on the War Bill.] {See 
also, Group 3: Legal and Constitutional Opinions; 
Group 15: Newspaper cutting on referendums for 
constitutional alterations} 

Incl. 1910 

    
15 8 INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS IN AUSTRALIA  
15 8/1 Arbitration and Conciliation.   
15 8/2 Awards and Wages.   
15 8/3 The Australian Labor Federation.   
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15 9  FINANCIAL POLICY AND THE DEPRESSION  
15 9/1 Debt conversion and the financial agreements between 

the Commonwealth and the States. [Moore gave his 
Opinion on Legislation for carrying out the Financial 
Agreement.] {See 9/1/76}   

 

15 9/2 Economic recovery and the Ottawa Conference. 
[Articles, etc. on economic recovery after War; history 
of this period. Moore played prominent part in 
convening Premiers‟ Conference 1931 to discuss 
financial proposals. Also papers on the Ottawa 
agreement.] {See also Group 15: newspaper cuttings} 

Incl. 1931 

    
16 10 LEAGUE OF NATIONS  
16 10/1 The Australian League of Nations Union. [Group 

contains reports on conference, constitution, minutes 
etc. Moore was a member and there are several papers 
by him in this group. Papers give information as to 
other members, finances of organization, etc.] {See 
10/1/28} 

 

16 10/2 Conventions, conferences and reports.   
16 10/3 Notes on the League of Nations. [Clear notes written 

by Moore on various aspects of the League of Nations, 
giving good background information on the 
organisation] 

 

16 10/4 The Covenant and the Protocol.   
16 10/5 International Arbitration and the Court of International 

Justice.  
 

    
17/18 11 ORGANISATIONS FOR THE STUDY OF 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

 

17 11/1 Australian Institute of International Affairs. [Objects of 
the Institute: to study international relations, 
particularly in so far as these affect Australia and the 
British Empire, and also the inter-relations of the 
Constituent parts of the British Empire.] 

 

17 11/2 Bureau of Social and International Affairs. [Harrison 
Moore was a member of this body. Bureau studies and 
reports on standards of health, food and industry, etc.] 

 

17 11/3 Institute of Pacific Relations.   
17 11/4 Royal Institute of International Affairs.   
17 11/5 Institute for the scientific Study of International 

Relations.  
 

17 11/6 Round Table. [Australian Defence and Admiral 
Henderson‟s Report on the Australian Navy. Papers on 
defence generally and the controversy (1912) over the 

Incl. 1912 
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role of the Australian Navy in defence (i.e. whether we 
should concentrate on local or Empire defence).] 

 
17 

11/6/2 Functions and objectives of the Round Table. 
[Documents largely concerned with content of the 
magazine, aims, policy lines, etc. Several papers by 
Moore.] 

 

17 11/6/3 Round Table Conferences. [Minutes of conferences 
and reports on them.] 

 

17 11/6/4 Meetings and reports. [Reports on Round Table and 
minutes of meetings.] 

 

18 11/6/5 Correspondence.   
18 11/6/6 Miscellaneous Round Table Papers. [Largely 

unidentified and undated papers and memoranda.] 
 

    
18 12 WORLD WAR 1  
18 12/1 Reinforcements Referendum. [20 December 1917. 

Pamphlets and circulars of the “Yes” case, 
newscuttings, Harrison Moore‟s notes.] 

Incl. 1917 

18 12/2 Peace Proposals and reaction to them. [Newscuttings 
and Moore‟s notes.] 

 

18 12/3 The War Savings Movement. [Newscuttings, 
pamphlets, article and notes by Moore, and article by 
Archibald T. Strong.] 

 

18 12/4 Newer Imperialism. [Newscuttings.]  
    
19/20 13 BUSINESS PAPERS [Sir William Harrison Moore, 

and after his death, Lady Harrison Moore.] 
 

19 13/1 Prospectuses and reports. [1928-1961] 1928-1961 
19 13/2 Reviews of Companies by J.B. Were & Son. [1934-

1937] 
1934-1937 

19 13/3 Information on financial topics, investments, and 
matters relating to or affecting the Stock Exchange. 
[1924-1951] 

1924-1951 

19 13/4 Robertson and Mullens Ltd. (of which Moore was a 
director). [Memorandum and articles of Association, 
notices of meetings, monthly estimates, Chairman‟s 

reports. 1921-1934] 

1921-1934 

20 13/5 Receipts, accounts, and bank books.   
20 13/6 Income Tax.   
20 13/7 Estate of Moore. [Includes also Lady H. Moore‟s 

Income Statement, 1932. 1936-1954] 
1936-1954 (also 
incl. 1932) 

    
20 14 THE BOOBOOKS  
20 14/1 Minutes. [November 1902-1930] 1902-1930 
20 14/2 Notes of address to be given by Moore. [1932] Incl. 1932 
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21 15 NEWSCUTTINGS  
21 15/1 Appointment of Governor-General. [Newscuttings and 

an unidentified paper. 1927-1931] 
1927-1931 

21 15/2 The Lang Ministry. [Includes notes by Moore. 1932] Incl. 1932 
21 15/3 Financial policy and the Depression. [1930-1934] 1930-1934 
21 15/4 The Manchurian Situation. [1931] Incl. 1931 
21 15/5 Defence. [1934] Incl. 1934 
21 15/6 Referendums. [1913-1915] 1913-1915 
21 15/7 Session Movement. [1930-1931] 1930-1931 
21 15/8 General. [1903-1934] 1903-1934 
    
21 16 PHOTOGRAPHS ETC  
21 16/1 Family photographs.   
21 16/2 Reproductions of drawings and paintings.   
    
21 17 MISCELLANEOUS  
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 


