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Yarra Yarra Hiver,
lielbourne, Fort Fhillip,

12 July, 183%2.

by dear Father,
I wrote a long letter to you on the llthj of

last March by the good old ship “Alfred", which suiled from
Sydney for London on that day. 1 enclosedfggnffja parcel in which
g |

\,

were a number of other letiers, a few newspapers, and the journal

which I attempted to keep at seas Vhen I wrote I did so with

the intention of writing no more till I heard from you. 1 wa
patiently till about the end of June, when I lost sll hope of
ever hearing from you, but I thought you might feel & curiosily
to know what had becdme of mee 1 then wrote one more, and st

the same time to pld furewell again, bul wiaen Charlotie's and
Jane's letters of the 4thy and 6thy December reached me by the
"iiia Lothian™, and my dear mother's and yours of the 2Srd# A
November, all and the best of hopes again filled my breast and I
tore the latter, that I had writlen, to pieces feariul lest the
bidding you farewell should annoy you, which, God knows 18 far,
far from.my intention. But when it is considered the lengih of
time that elapsed before I heard from any of you can it be
wondered at that I felt that I was forgotten. Un the Sth. of
September I left my happy home, & home that was endeared to me

by the warmest ties of affection, and. which contained whal was
near and dear to me on the earth. Nine months passed awéy without
ny receiving the least intelligence from it, =« cun it be wondered
at then, that I fell uneasy and anxious about letters and that &




~awful and ionely feeling of belng forgotten to steal over my
mind, but now all the gloom is dispelled, and I trust it shall
_never hauht me again. Your letter of the 23rde November I should

have got about the end of March but it did not reach me till the

end of June, after I had got those sent per "iid Lothian®, which
did not leave Leith till some time in February. My greavesu

dilemma at present is, from having so much to say, that I do not
know where to coumence. Iin my last letier, I mentioned my pros-

pects, opinions of the country #«8 well as I could form on so

BT

short & trisl, and my intention of leaving lew South Wales. Uhis

~erer

journey commenced on the Sthe of iprily, and on the 10th of lay,
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5 weeks exactly from the day of our departure, we arrived in

ks

Mielbourne safe and sound. To deseribeg in any proper way, the

particulars of this journey, and the life that we led is far

beyond my power =~ however, 1 will do my best, but mast leave a
great deal to your imagination.  We started five in number, viz:ie-
Mre Campbell, lre Verner, myself, a young man who acted as a
servant, end James Bdgars Ve took along with us the Dog Cart
drawn by two horses, = & 1ight comﬁon cért in which were two
horses, snd a spare saddle one for exploring. Un the cart were
the Marquee, flour for ourselves, corn for the horses, luggage,diCe
You must fancy to yourself five people travelling thro' €00 miles
of a dreary, dismal wood, or bush as it is here called, where
often for 50, and 100 miles there was not a single habitation

or face to be seen, and nothing heard but the screams and yells
of wild aniﬁals; for a great part of the way there was nothing o
interest the eyes = in fact, nothing but trees to be seen, nol

aven a blade of‘grass or herb of any description, all burnt up




by the long doughte Certainly in some places the view was
mostlsplendid, such as from the summit of a mountain, or along
the banks of a river, but they were few and far between; You can
have but very little idea of the miserabie wretched country we
passed through for the first 400 miles, until we came within the
boundary of this ferti;e and justly nomed district of ‘ustralia
Fhlix; the change wasg very sudden, indeed, almost incredible

ard heppened at & time when we did notl in the least expect it.
Afler reaching the swmit of & very high hill the ascent of which
was composed of as sterile and barren lond as we had seen during
the whole Jourhey. What was our astonishment to find that the
descent and as far ag the eye could reach on that side was com-
posed of rich alluvial soil, with grase reaching neurly up to
our knees, the sight of which, as you may well suppose, gladdened
toth man.and horse, for by this time the poor animals were very
mich reduced; this hill we afterwards learned was the begiining
of Australia Felix. We were very fortunate in arriving here
without meeting with any accident, and indeed, it was miraculous,
considering the mountains, rivers, and gullies that we had to

- eross. One day we had an upset, smashing the shaft and breaking
2 horse's knees, but it was too trifling to call an accident.

Ihe rivers, owing to the long drought, were very low, so0 that

we were able to cross them alllwithout swimming the horses, 80
far fortunate for us. <The roads at the time were also very much
infested by Bushrangers, and the Blacks were very hostile, but

We presented a too strong and a too well armed party for them.

Cne day we met in with two gentlemen travelling, who five mimutes
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pravious had been ﬁayjlaid and robbed, and on the track by which
we had to goe. We hurried on in hopes that they would atlack us
also and to entice thany; we hiﬂ all our arms but fortunately
for themselves, they did ndt do so, or we should have given them
a warm reception. Ve kepi a regular watch of two hours at night,

which after a long day's Journey, was pretty severe. we rose

at daylight, and from that till we again lay down it was continual

works. Our fare consisted of tea and demper = a whang of damper
and a quart or more often three pints of tea 1o bfeékfast, which
we partook of either before starting or aiter traveiling aboutl
ten miles, and at night after the tent was pitched ditto as
dinner - this was the whole of our day's eating, except now and
thén a piece of salt beefs Ve brought a cask of it alﬁng with
us, but it was very little ﬁaed, for we were always in such a
bustle and hurry, that we had no time to cook it properly, and
indeed we did not care for it, for we took such a liking for tea
and damper, that we never wished for anything.elseﬁﬁPerhaps you -
are not aware whap demper is, = it is flour and water kneaded
up, made into the shape of a cake and put into hot ashes till it
gets hard, then taken out and ready for use. You may fancy that
this muét be sorry bread, but I assure you that now I am 80 fond
of it that I would not give an ounce of it for a ton of shorte=
bread, bun or any other fancy bread that was evér baked, but
indeed I may say the ssme of the whole of us. VWhen we arrived
hefe our suppl? of flour was just finished, and we were obliged
to buy some baker's bread - you can have no idea what a punish-
ment it was to us 1o est it, altho' the lelbourne bread is

allowed by all to be equal to any in the Colony, and at last were
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obliged to give it up altogether,‘buy some ilour and bake
damper . .commne ordinaire. I am sure you would be highly amused,

if you could have got a glimpse of me somelimes during the
jourﬁey - at one time with coat ¢ffy shirt sleeves tucked up and
onfmy knees kneading bread with a brace of pistols stuck in my
belt and a gun lying 4t wy gide = at another time felling a

tree for firewood, carrylng water, grooming a horse o washing a
shirt, it was all the same to me. I brought along with me plenty
of clothes, Eut a short time after we started; I learned th&t.
washing in Melbdurne was at the rate of 6/- a dozen, 80 I thought
I might save myself so much expense by a little labour. I
therefbré laid out two coloured shirts which served me ltae wﬁole
wﬁy. .In the same way I managed with flannel shirts and stockings
the first spare m#meat wt I had after taking them off was
occupied in washi%g them 4 -‘the flamnels at first puzzled nie

a, ittle.m I knew there was some particular way of washing them,
but what that way was I could not meke out. I however, fell on
a pian, but whether right o wrong'l have not yet made oul,

which was to boil soap and water together and wash them in 1t =

both Caempbell and Verner followed my example and so did the meny = ;

g0 that if it was wrong I shall get all the credit of spolling
“theme Every night that we were all together we pitched the .
marquee, which took us a long time and pretiy severe work = it

. was by far too lurge and too good for &0 long and rough a journeye.

¥

‘Severdil times lMr. Campbell had to go off the track to stations

looking affésﬂaattle and sheep and other business, in which cs

either Verner 5&;1 mist have remained to take charge of the
party, but as I J}ways gaw thatl he was anxious to goy I always
; A :
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remained behind, «nd then I never could be bothered pitehing
the tent, but always slept under the cart. I wonder what the

good Tolks of Scotland would say to life like this - getting
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a piece of dry bread and some tea in the norning to breakfast,

T

and after a hard day's work getting the same at night, and then
instead of having a comfortable bed to rest their wearied limbs,
Lo go and lie down on the hard cold ground, wilh nothing to pro=-

tect you from the weather but the body of a cart. I think then

e I i e ol i RO AL

you say "well this must have been a very disagregable jburney”,
but I assure you that it was quite the contrary, at least as

far as I was concerned, for I never spent a happier time. I
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always had a faney for a rough! roaming life, and I am sure I have

now had my wigh gratified. I never enjoyed better heslth in a1l

4y lifey not even a cold the whole time - how I escaped I cannot

el L e e e 2TV AT

imsgine for two=-thirds of the nights.I wus sleeping in damp

.

clothess, You have no notion how strong the dews are in this

country, indeed they are more like rain, and agsinst them the tent

S R v S s S S

Was but a slight protection, for it oozes through the Canvas,
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While rain on the contrary runs off. Unless you have plenty of
covering about you you very soon feel the effect. Kow I had
Relther bed nor bed-clothes, but slépt during the whole time
(five weeks) in my day clothes with the gig cushions under me

and my pea=Jjacket thrown over, and I assure you that often waen

1 awoke in the morning I could not move a limb £o0 benumbed was

I in every joint. The cold for the most part of the time was

bl it el it

Preily severe - the ice being generally in the mornings half an
inch thick, which for this country is thought extraordinary.

I always preferred sleeping under the cart, for I could get it
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thinking thut it was all over with me = however, I did not feel
any ‘bad effects Lrom it but quite ihe contrary = for after
gelting my tea and damper I felt as fresh ard merry as a lark.
I daresay you are aware that the greatest part of the work in

this country is performed by bullocks. It was a most melan-

chely and distressine sisht, evers two or three miles Talline in
N pygA Akl g ; i

with numbers of them cither dead or breathing their last in a
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most pitiable state from want of food and water, for 2s I have
mentioned before, all the grass was burnt up by the long drought

@nd the water also nearly dried up and the rosds were in & most

shocking condition, especially those within the boundary in any
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part ol which you might sink your walking stick fully eighteen

inches into the dust; no wonder then that the poor unfortunate
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animals were perishing and that in great manbers, for-it was at

the time that the settlers of the interior were sending down

helir wool to be shipped from Sydney. It frequently, indeesd

L

frequently happened that when bullocks were anywhere near a
Waterhole -that they immediately rush into it, and if there be a
fuddy bottom to 1t, there they stick, and from their wesk Ccone-

dition, unable to extricate themselves, they perish, and thus

destroy the greatest luxury here. Very oftsn we met in with the

uafortunate draymen, who from the loss of their bullocks were
unable to proceed, and being probably at the time many hundred
Of miles from home with their stock of provisions consumed , 'were -
obliged to beg a little tea and flour from the by travellers.
‘lere and there also was to be met with the grave of some poor

white {ellow, whose bones were doomed to be laild far far from his
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fatherland. A great annoyance to us during our Jjourney was the

<2

constant loss of ocur horses in the mornings for owing to the

want of feed they were constantly wandering and always inclining
towsrds home, so thatioften we found them returned a whole day's
Journey during the night, altho' tightly hovbled, and often
drawing heavy logs after them, but latterly they got s0 accus-
tomed to the hobbles that the most of them could gallop as well
with them as without theme. The search for them in the mornings
also led us into great risk and danger as the chances were that
we would always be ﬁivid@é - it wag in this way that lir. Faitaful'lg
elght men were seized, cruelly murdered and eaten by the
a5 they were looking for the cattle in the morning. ur

pPitched quite close te where the massacre took place, and

A e 30 e el o A S e IV sty 'S

Jhext morning our horses were not to be found, so I and the

men started toilook for them: Ve kept in sight of one another ‘f

about an hour, but owing to the thickness of the scrub, I
lost both them and my way. In the hurry of starting, which was
Just from my downy bed at daylight,I had forgot to buckle on my
Pelt with the pistols, so there I was without any arms, except
& emall pocket pistol belonging to ire C. I really thought that
L should have made a dainty morning's meal to some or the black -
d-=-lg, howegver, fortunztely I met in with none of them, and |
al'ter wandering for about six hours, I at last caught a glimpse
¢ the canvas of the tent, appearing at a dlstance through the

irees like a mound of snow. When I reached it I found that the

men had not arrived, nor did they make their appearance for fully

an hour aftery, but luckily they had found the horaes.i‘It was

accompanied with

on that morning that & very serious accident,




ioss of life wdght have befallen some of us, but the only

sufierer by it was a noovle kangarco dog. On the previous

Hdght after encumping we lighted our fires at the foot of an
whichy, wae thought quite sound, but we were nmis~

quite hollow all up the heart, and through

K

the fire during the night blazed up most Turiously, and

in the morning s we were all siiting round cooking ocur break=-

2 >

Tast it came down with & tremendous crashe was sitting on a

huckeﬁ Just below where it fell with Verner and Cormplell on
elther side, and the dog, which wes a great favourite of mine,
lying at my feet - when we heard it cracking we all ran different
Ways « the dog &t Iirst nade towards the tenty but seeing me
going in the opposite dirgection, it turned and rap towards me,
Ltut the tree fell on him in passing and crushed him to atoms.

Had it fell on any of us, or on the tent during‘the nighty or

on .any of the horses, the same would have happened. The equal

of that dog could scarcely be found in the Colony = he stood
fully three feot highy altho' he was notl twelve months old, and
his loss left ué'quite in the lurchy for we had only itwo kungarco
dogs and one is scarcely sufficient to kill a kangaroco alone -
&li our other dogs were largey heavy mas;iffs. <his served as

8 lesson to us for the future, and we never sgain made our fire
at the foot of a tree. | The next day's Journey brought us to
Fathiful's station wherey aiter having encamped and the watch

set for the might, we took a stroll to see bire Faithful, who was
Very Kind and attentive to‘ué, - he gave us a long and particular
account of the massacre of his men with whom he was at the time

it occurred - the narrative of which was enough to make one's

Fitn
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blood turn cold. s it may be supposed he mnd‘tﬂe rest of |
have a deadly hatred zguinst the blacks.
2 as we were leaving, he sent us a present of
which a8 > you was a most aceeptable one. Ebr
the most part of the Journey I rode on hox *seback, my department
to expléra @ I was well mounted on a s ie“u¢u, Poweriul
stallion - only three years old Just from the bresker's

Sy which carried me thre' the bush at a noble pace

-

“ltogether I was very much delighted with the Journey, and would

Jxljﬂﬂflj undertaie “ncther, but I duresay that others were not

S0 well pleased with ity for cert&in-disu”“eeaule OCCUIIenCes
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toolk blace, but which did not include me at all except taat irf

" -

L had not been presen hdﬂm would have been more disagreeable -

aowever,*let bygones be bygones. I daresay by this time you are
: : now
Deartily tired of the recital of this Journey, 80 I shall/drop it

The town of Melbourne, wh1ch I expect simll be my
Mture field of action, is reully a most astonishing place. =
fO Jyears agoe there were ordy twe mud huts, where the rising
POpulous and flourishing town at present stands, or as the
‘uctioneers in thelr advertisements st yle it "The beauteous
CePital of Australia Felix - the rapidity of whose growth stamps
"ith a semblance of truth the enchanted tales of yors" ‘and
indeed such is the case, for it is most murvellous how quickly
188 risen and more particularly so when the infancy of
Colony is considered. It is situsted on the banks of the
Yurpa Yarra, about 10 miles from where it falls into rort

.
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Jackson; only that the fommer is still in itg natural statey

without any works of art 1o sdorn amd better 1t, not even a

tuoy vet set down to zpuide the nmarinesr thuugn ite
channel The Yarra Yarra iver is navigable foz
to “ciao““WP, vhere there is & very nice and commodious wharf.
try oll round here is most Deautiful as well in rich-
in prospecty and seaied quite as leaven to us compared
y ney districty. = A first sight of Sydney a
struck with estonishment abt seeing such an ﬁftc~w¢ve
utiful town. A8 & a o vessel is within the Heads,
Harbour of FPort Juckeon lies stretched before him in all
it is an admitted fact that there is notl &
more commodious or beautiful harbour in the knovn world; &t the
. head of ; sit&mted Sydney 1n sll the pride and pomp of a
letropolis Lh ores of the different harbours, for there
“re no less than six or seven that branch off from the prin ipal
Onie of Port Jackson, are studded with gentlemen's mansions or
father palaces with ”uf&?ﬂ stretching to the wateris edge, and
Stocked with every kind of fruit, all xthP;Sh;ﬂu in the greatest
luxuriance in the open air. Altogether the beauly cf the sail
Up the Harbour is the most splendid that can be well imagined
and fills the mind of the beholder for the Iirst time with vast
hopes and ideas, but when he lands, all is forgotten at the bad
accounts that asseil his ears = I now speak for mysell, but it
mist be remembered that I srrived at a shocking bad seugon; =

1e Colony, never known before, which

mmber of both men and cattxe, particu=-
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Latter; some setilers losing to the extent of

204000 sheepes 'the country was suffering from a long continued

23
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drought whieh blighted the crops of @very description
‘estroyed the feed ioﬁ catiles Femine was lhrea

Cﬁlﬂ'ﬁd’g I'{}her‘e ot L more than three

then 5:-1*53@;11*& vopula which wes

than one thousand soule were added 1 L the week we arrived.
Zhe roads were intested by escaped convieis, and the natives
Were beginning to be very troublesome. No wonder then that I
Vas glad to quit such & district, and try my fortune in another

and a better one.  The great araw_back Lo this Country is the

L

&

want of water, and wherever it is found it is generally brackish,

L
DUL it is & ular country allogether, for often by digging
hole in the sand on the sea shore you will find clear, Iresh

u

while on the bank of a fresh watler st Ry the sane
you may find galt watere. The Natives of this Country,
wWnk I have mentions in'my previous lettery are & miser-
ablen degraded race '. ainge L have seen in Jdydney specimens
Uf‘many netions but I never saw any so low on the human scale
88 They are here. +n certalin part of the Country they are very
the whites. &ome settlers find
kmen to go
they are s8¢ terrilied at ithe
ten and naturally so -~ To hear them talk you would
that they did not care sbout belng k*l;ed, but the being

wae what they dreaded. bWhen they do go they never will

eep more than barely out of sight of the huits to the
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and whenever they see

The shepherd's life

3

plé! ‘J:‘I‘ue &8 being GHE‘ of peace and

e
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Anything el

5\*33."3.3. Bt in u\.l::u ice to the

be ramembered

and Ireland - smong such a set it may
there is not the least spark of religion or fear

Lil@l

eyesy but quite the cor*“arj aind they never
in tihe light of human bL;EVS, but,

a8 they would & crow, or hunt
Indeed i: me districts the dogs used to be

or nothing unless they could kill a Black

88 a kangarco, and they used to teach them to da S0y by

them some of the poor Black’s blood. .mnother and the

Cause of dis

ea 27 the Na women and keeping them < Now this is
SXaperate any ruce ol people, bul particularly one,

in regard to propriely and good conduct of their women are




lar. It cert&imly et
white man encrouculug on

wild animals

i oonmion

t..;t,‘_‘_";l:.}r il.;'riu‘ v-‘ ;;\-.\

off and themsalve
Lo

kind of revenge

very much, which is,

and that they practise
for it they have not the least earthly

usa,

t ig it that enti with his

Hets

| L Yy e &
haerds and in

&)
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Mer the hopes of meny a
mode of living, having

eal about their encampments but always
ed - Vith a des of thcm I shall

afie

iTv fQI‘ FJ&O’L}L o lcttvd &

present, but leave
{he prineipal animal of this country is the kangaroo,
cf them when erect

the LOQV

ry ol 5y Ay T = ;
Y A fTew animals are the

Wng up for dog's meat. of the .other
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WISy natlve dogs wnd culs, bandicools, rabbit and kangaroo
species, GC. &coy but the only

3 L T R arin g A% nor T o gk Sa Py e = I he o
the nztive dog, wihich v estroy a whole floeck

-

they are more of

HNature of a hyena. -

Lut never could kill one,

" afford the same sport for a hunting field
0me.  Jhey have the most unearthly howl that ever I heard
it was most wrebched while on wateh at the dead of night to
“ear them as they were prowling aboute. <he following are a
oL the
Hmise something rest ; the ostrieh, native turkeys?
uld be emnoug o dine eight or a dozen men,
companions, 'wood and water ducks, soldier and satire

ezgles and owls, both very remarkable, bell birds, laugh=-

| dackasses with an inrumerable variety of other birds too
Hnerous to relate, including different species of cockatoos,
Irots and parroquets, which are as rumerous and as pert and as

t?oublesome as the sparrows are at home. “he laughing jackaes

€83 into a sort of laugh, you may form & slight notion of its
not e - - x -y &
Hotes - it is from that i
called the settler's clock

above Wway at the i

rising

only &guide to ties suetl a watch

“S Tot Yo be found in bus plumage very much resembles

2w

8 an enormous big head with a
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Very strong and large
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WO ~te Poul at the Island of lMelita.

i mast now Say C“”é thing of my own affairs. f would
~ee from my last lettery, my having been requested té come dowm
=fe and open a house of Agency for one of

in Sydney, in comnection with a very exiensive
in London, this I at first declined to &cceplty thinking
that T wug not quelifie
Ye80lyaa to try it, T farthing expenss in comdng
WoET independent way here = everytuing for
expense I am at paid, with
In every proceeding of Donaldson's
EeNtleman 1ig evident. Before I left Farramatta, he w

9

1ong, lﬁ*tﬂ;, explanatory of his intentions, which we several

J”P'-’: £ Va3 . o ~ o
viilles hag long conversations abou ty but to prevent mistakes, he

PU% 10 writing. ‘T ghould have liked vez cy much to have sent yoyu
& copy of it, W 8 too long to insert herey, so I can only
&lVe you a rew erpts: "By the time you heve Gone with the
1t will be for you to decide, whether there is such an
C you in conjun&tion with me &nd as ed & ou will
Wwill afford you & good prospect of doing well
ior mey by remaining at kelbourne and
of agency to assist my wool oper

always on the spot and with my interest
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I have no fear ¥y 7 anage eve ing very satisfactorily.

“You
- who are
all the many
il strike your
the slowest' =

“observation, wihi

} oge | B
to the ultimate

== o (S ~
may say for the present,

naf7airs are so arranged as to have everything in a

o e ot b

for carrying present ideas, which I imagine

a very falr prospect 1o any young man of sle¢

SV ETONcE . not, be put Lo any individusal

»

RANCE LS Oafcﬂ“neu

¢ experience at N0 expense 1o
remadining &t Melbourne &
remunerate you for whatever you have done
you may think fair and liberal, I have
ary young man working for me for nothing
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