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NAME OF 

COLLECTION 

Operative Painters’ & Decorators’ Union (Victorian Branch)  

  

ACCESSION NO 1973.0052 

  

CATEGORY Labour, organisations 

ACTIVITY Trade Unions 

  

DATE RANGE 1886-1972 

  

SIZE OF 

COLLECTION 

9.1 metres (39 boxes) 
 

  

HISTORICAL 

NOTE 

The Operative Painters and Decorators' Union originated as a craft union 
in the nineteenth century and has retained that tradition within the 
building industry at both state branch and federal level until large scale 
union amalgamation, initiated by the ACTU began to be considered in the 
late 1980s. The Union has now amalgamated to form the Construction, 
Forestry, Mining and Energy Union. In 1988 the Operative Painters and 
Decorators carried out a national survey to gauge members' attitudes to 
possible amalgamations with the Building Workers' Industrial Union and 
the Plumbers and Gasfitters Employees' Union. Overall, a narrow majority 
voted in favour of amalgamation with the Plumbers' Union, with 
Tasmania, Victoria and Western Australia preferring the plumbers, and 
the other states and the ACT preferring the BWIU/FED 

  

ACCESS 

CONDITIONS 

Access: Open 

  

DESCRIPTION Victorian Branch: Minutes, 1886-1937; Correspondence, 1919-1967; 
Membership records, 1909-1940's, 1941; Apprenticeship Commission 
papers, 1905-1969; Housing Commission papers, 1954-1964; Wage claim 
and industrial files; accounts. Ballarat & Geelong Sub-branch: 
Management material; amalgamations campaign; legal material; rule 
books, 1910-1971; registration, 1910-1939 early material; photographs; 
accounts 1902-1910. Federal Council Minutes, 1912, 1972; Federal 
executive minutes 1912-1969. 

  

LISTED BY Carlotta Kellaway 

DATE 20th March, 1974 
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Draft List of: 

THE OPERATIVE PAINTERS AMD DECORATORS' UNION OF AUSTRALIA, VICTORIAN BRANCH 

Carlotta Kellaway. 

20th March 1974. 
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7. 

2/1/16: ' Queensland Branch!' O.P;D.U; Awards and Rules in 

Decimal Currency: 

116 pp: 1 copy. 

Jan: 1966: 

2/1/17; Federal Rules : O.P:D: U; 

42 pp! 2 copies ; 

I-Iay 1971: 

2/2: Awards • determinations and agreements. 

2/2/1";1 Detennination of the Painters Board: Victorian GoV" 
Gazette : No: 13$:' 

1 p: 
1$ Oct; 191$: ' 

Ditto. 

10 March 1920: 

Ditto. 

1 p; 
25 Oct : 1920; 

2/2/4: Detennination of the Pasterers Board : 

Gov: Gazette in . Labor Call Print; 

4·pp: 
16 Nov: 1920: 

2/2/5;" Determination of the Painters Board : 

1 p: ~ copies 

20 Jan: 1922: 

2/2/6"; Ditto: 

2 pp: typescript: 

Ditto. 

1 p: 
13 June 1923: 
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4/13: List of officers, balance .sheets etc. as rEquired 

qy the Industrial Registrar. 

6 pp: 

8 Feb: 1929. 

4/14: Statutory.declaration by H: Watson, Sec.Vic branch of 

o.p;n:u;: Contains a list of officers, management 

ccmmittee and trustees of the Vic;branch, 1933-34: ' 

• 3 pp. 

9 Dec : 1933: 

4/15 : Watson to P:J.Barrett, c/o Taubman's Ltd;V~lb. Encloses 

copies of the .Sydney and Melb: rules : 

1 p. 

18 Jan: 1935: 

4/16: A:B. Carey, manager Esserrlon Gazette Pty.Ltd : to Watson . 

Quotes the price of 1,600 copies of the union 

rule book: 
1 p: 

22 Jan; 1935: 

4/17: Re new Vic: branch rules. 

33 pp: 

26 March 1935: 

4/18: Murray M.Stewart, Ir:dustrial Registrar, COlIl!llonwealt~. 

Court of Conciliation ar:d Arbitration, to' union sec.Says 

the amended rules have been duly approved and filed. 

4 PP: 
17 April to 26 April 1935: 

2 PP: 
3 July 1935: 

4/20: Circular re change in .a branch rule concerning 

Accident Benefit Funds. 
1 p; . 

6 Jan. 1937:' 
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5/113. 21/ 

and 1932: Also lists nature of injuries, dates of accidents, 

names of employers and addresses of jobs where accidents 

occurred; 
.. 

1 vol • . 

1 Jan : 1924 to 7 April 1932: 

5/111..: Debt Collections ; Includes correspondence, both 

inward and outward, lists of debtors, details of court 

proceedings, records of other action taken by the union's 

two collection agents: 

Jays Mercantile Agency 

George Laurens Pty.Ltd: 

: 220 Collins st : . from 1953-1963 : 
41.4 Lonsdale st.,Melb: from 

1963-1971: 

2 large bundles. 

1953 to 1971: 

5/1/5: Daily Work Book: Kept by G; Lewins, union official. 

Gives a daily account of a Melbourne union official's tasks, 

which range from general office routine, preparing reports for 

the l~gement Committee to attending meetings with employers, 

or with the A.C.T.U., preparing applications for the Wages 

Board . , writing press reoprts. A most valuable ani unique 

record; 

9 June 1965 to ~Feb; 1966. 

5/2. The Federal Council: 

Note: This material consists mainly of Minutes .of the O.P.D.U 

Federal Council meetings during 1967-8, when the 

union was .considering a possible amalgamation with 

the B.W.I;U: and the Plasterers:' 

5/2/1: Minutes: Federal Executive: The Federated House and 

Ship Painters. Paperhangers and Decorators Employees . 

~sociation of Australasia: Re suspension of the N.S;W 

branch , because it will not abide by the Federal rules 

·7 pp: 

18 to 23 Oct: 1912. 
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22. 

5/2/2 : Ditto. Re N.S.W. branch. Reproduced in the O.B.D.U 

1971. Minutes: 

16 pp: 

8 Aug: 1913: 

5/2/3 : Minutes : Federal Conference ; O.P;D.U: Brisbane :1947: 

Reps. from A.C.T : , N.S.W:~ Queenslarrl, S.A., W.A.,Vic:

Agenda includes: industrial health, a Federal Award; 
amalgamation, the basic wage, post-war reconstruction 

training; price control, the Metal Trades Award: 

l S pp: 

17 March to 21 Mqrch 1947:: 

5/2/4: Re proposed secession of the N.S.W. branch: Legal 

opilii6n from W.liall and :&iglliton, Sydney solicitors: 

Suggests that the" existing controlling elements" 

should be ousted by constitutional means. 

4 pp; and letter; . 

16 March to 26 March 1953: 

Minutes : Federal Council meeting: Canberra: 1964: 

Discusses Aluminium Industry Award and Hetal Trades 

~: 
59 pp: 3> copies : 

12 Oct : to 16 Oct: 1964: 

5/2/6: - Minutes : Federal Executive meeting: Sydney: 1965:

Executive attends a conference with the Public Service 

Board and the Commonwealth Department of Works on a 

proposed determination for building trades in the 

Department:. Also disBusses a Federal Award, the Tas : 

branch etc : 

27 pp: 1 copy 

8,9,10 Sept; 1965 : 



ill. 23. 

5/2/7: Agenda items for . the Federal Council meeting: South

port, Queensland: 1966: Vic. branch calls on all 

State branches to launch a campaign for over-award 

payments, for a National Health Scheme, increase in 

aged, invalid and widows pensions, support for the 

Vietnamese people. 

7pp: 2 copies. 

12 Spet. to 16 Sept : 1966. 

5/2/8; Minutes : '77 75 Federal Executive meeting,%1 Melb: .. 
1967: He total wage decision of the Arbitration 

Commission, amalgamation etc: 

4 pp: l.copy 

2l Aug. to 22 Aug: 1967 

5/2/9: Minutes. Special 'ederal Council meeting: Melb: 1967. 

}lainly discusses the amalgamation referendum in Vic. a 

and Tas; recorded a No .vote and all other branches ,an 

overwhelming Yes vote. Also discusses union policy 
on the -1; __ 117 __ _ work value case and the Vietnam 

~ war. 

·24 PP: 1 copy: 

23 Aug: to 25 Aug: 1967: 

5/2/10: Ageroa Items : Federal Council meeting: Sydney:1968: 

He amalgamation, industrial health, price control; 

pensions, conscription, Viet~ war. 

!l pp: 1 copy: 

23 Sept : to 27 Sept~ 1968: 

5/2/ll: Minutes : ~ederal Council: Sydney: 1968: More re 

amalgamation- problems in drafting rules etc: , 

Metal Trades Value Case, possible organization of 

building workers in the NorthePn Territory, 

decline in financial membership of O.P.D ;U. , water 

conservation, aborigines' .land rights ; 

71. pp: 1 copy • . 

23 Sept. to 27 Sept : 1968:1 



24~ 

5/2/12: Special E>cecutive meeting. Hobart: 1969 ; Re Tas

mania: Discusses the possibility of severing 

relations with Tas. branch: 

22. pp. 1. copy. 

13,14 Oct : -1969 ; 

5/2/13 : ' federal Council: .Sydney: AmeIrlments to Federal Rules 

suggested by J :E: 'Anderson, General Secretary: 

18 pp: 1 copy: 

21 July 1970: 

5/2/14: Minutes : Federal Council : ' Perth: 1970: Re long service 

leave for building workers, proposed credit unions 

in the fields of .hire purchase, insurance as outlined 

by R.Hawke, pres : A.C;T.U; , pollution, support .for 

draft resisters , amendments to Federal Rules : 

Also contains a Vic. branch report on the new 

Master Builders Industry Agreement, apprentice

ships, over award rates etc : 

56 pp: 1 copy: . 

28 Sept. to 2 Oct : 1970: 

5/2/15'i Minutes : Federal E>cecutive: Sydney: 1971: Re early 

histl7tlY of the Federal body: 

24 PP: 
18 Oct: 1971: 

5/2/16: ' Minutes : Federal COI!!Inittee of Management.meeting: 

Melb: 1971: ' Discusses Federal Awards and Agree~ 

ments, the Public Service Detennination , N.S~W. 

building strike etc : . 

15 pp. 

25.27 Aug. 1971: 

5/2/17: Minutes : Federal Council: Adelaide : .1972: More re 

possible amaLgamation with B.W.I.U: , apprenticeships, 

35 hour week: Contains branch reports : ' 

49 pp. 

18,22 Sept: 1972: 

1 
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o 

6/3/6. Ditto. 1940: lie Commercial Artists Association ,reg

istartion, circular letter to Federal Council report

ing on union organization in Darwin and the possibil

ity of forming a branch of the O.P.D.U~ there: 

1 bundle. 

1 Jan. tp 29 Oct: 1940. 

6/3/7. Tasmanian branch to Victorian branch. Re transfers, 

assistance given by Victorian branch in securing the 

Mt.Lyal1 Agreement • 

1 small bundle ; 

5 Oct : 1939 to 6 March 1940. 

6/3/8. Wellington branch to Victorian branch~ Transfers etc: 

2 PP: . 

14, 21 Feb: ' 1940: 

Sydney branch to Victorian branch. Concerns a 

Melbourne branch dispute with a Sydney firm, trans

fers etc. 

1 small bundle. 

16 Feb. to 12 Dec: 1940: 

6/3/10: Queensland branch to Victorian branch: Concerns a 

claim for country allowance against the meatwork 

fOlIm of Thomas Borthwick and Sons., trade registrat

ion, industrial conditions of painters in the 

Northern Territory. 

1 bundle. 

15 March to 13 Nov: 1940: 

6/3/11. West Australian branch to Victorian branch; Mainly 

transfers : 

1 small bundle. 

18 March to 8 Oct. 1940. 

6/3/12: Adelaide branch to Victorian branch. iill&!.: 
1 small bundle. 

6 June to 12 Dec. 1940. 
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7/2/27. Ditto. Circular issued by the Federated Agricult

ural Implement Machiner and Ironworkers f Assn. of 

Australia. Extracts for the infonnation of union 

members. 

3 pp. 

Undated. 

7/2/2$: Ditto. Leaflet issued by the O.P.D.U. 

1 p. 

Undated. 

7/2/29';: Ditto; 

Undated. 

7/2/30. Workers Compensation Act. 1946. No: 512$ of 1946. 

Gov. Printer,Melb. 

3$ pp • . 

27 l"J/lY 1946: 

713. Arbitration: 

7/3/1: Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act : No.1} : 

of 1904: An Act relating to conciliation and arbit

ration for the prevention and settlement of industrial 

disputes extending beyond the limits of any one State 

Penalties etc. 

23 pp. 

15 Dec; 1904: 

7/3/2: Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act. 1904-

b2.Q'l.: D i Uo • 

23 pp: . 

13 Dec : 1909: 

7/3/3: Statllt9DY Rules : 1910. No :}. Regulations under the 

Commonwealth Arbitration Act 1904-9~ Contains the 

conditions for registration of associations of 

employers and employees. 

10 pp: 

12 Jan: 1910: 
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55. 

7/3/4. Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act.1910; 

No.7 of 1910, Ditto. 

23 pp: . 

1910. 

7/3/5. Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act; 1904-15 

No: 35 of 1915: 

29 pp. 

1915: 

7/3/6: Table prepared by the Commonwealth Statistician - number 

of painters, decorators etc. in each State and 

throughout the Commonwealth, number of wage-

earners, self- employed, unamployed. 

1 p. 

4 April 1921: 

7/3/7; Reprint of an article in the Melbourne Labor Call. 

Concerns if the basis of variations in the award. 

1 p. 

23 Aug. 1924. 

7/3/8; Press .cutting re ~egal powers of the Arbitration 

Court: 
1 p • . 

2 May 1925: 

7/3/9. Collection of lists compiled by the Commonwealth 

Bureau of Census and Statistics. Retail price index 

~bers( food, groceries and rent) for thirty 

towns used in calculating the basic wage. 

1923 to 1940. 

7/3/10: List of amended rates of the basic wage in all 

States compiled by the A.C.T.U. 

Sept. 1936 to March 1937: 

7/3/11. Figures compiled by the Flour Millers I Union in 

preparation for a case in the ArbitratioD Court : 

Comparisons from Nov. 1934 to April 1937. 

1 p. 

28 July 1938: 
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7JJ.. 56. 

7/3/12. Press cutting r e method of computing the basic 

wage. Age. l Aug. 1935. 

7/3/l3. Copy of a judgement by A.C.J. Drake-Brockman and 

J.Sugarman in the Arbitration Court in the matter 

of applications in respect of the rates of pay to be 

prescribed for Saturday and Sunday work . 

l 8 pp. 

3l March 1947: 

7/3/l4. Determination No. 36 of 1947; Proceedings before the 

Commonwealth Public Service Arbitrator under the 

Arbitration (Public Servihce) Act 1920-l934~ Re sick 

and recreation .leave to employees in munitions . 

establishments. Amalgamated Engineering Union ,0.P;oU 

and others and the Minister of Muntions. 

4 pp. 

19 May 1947: 

7/3/l5; Sutmission presented by the ~ederated Miscellaneous 

Workers' Union of Australia. N.S.W.Branch , in the 

matter of an inquiry regarding recent mechanisation 

intthe paint industry and other matters in the . 

Industrial Arbitration Act. 1940 , as amended. Con

tains an interesting comparison of old and new 

methods of manufacturing paints , making varnish etc 

20 pp: 

No. 307 of 1958: 

7/3/16: Inquiry into mechanisation and other technological 

changes in the paint and varnish making industry 

before Mr . Judge Richards: More information 

about methods of production. 

34 pp. 

25 July 1962: 

7/3/l7: Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Commission: ' 

National Wage Cases. 1967: Re application by unions 

for an increased basic wage, an application by 

employers for a total wage and an application by 

unions for an increase in margins for skill: 
• 3 pp. 

5 June 1967~ 
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'1l3.. 57. 

7/3/18: Resolution of the A.C ,T,U. relating to the Nat.. 

ional Wage Judgement; Condemns the decision to 

eliminate the basic wage concept from Federal 

awards. 

3 pp. 

2.a June 1967: 

7/3/19; Circular from the Melb . T ,H.C: to its affiliated 

unions, Concerns a mass meeting called in 

support of the ACTU's .resolution relating to the 

National Wage Judgement. Encloses a copy. 

4 pp. and press cutting. 2 copies. 

3 July 1967. 

7/3/20; Ditto: Gives text of resolution submitted by Melb . 

7/3/21. 

T ,H, C. to a mas s meeting of shop stewards and 

delegates of the affiliated unions : 

1 p. 

12 July 1967: 

A,C,T,U : circular to affiliated unions and secretaries 

of its State branches. Includes a .copy of speakers 

notes on the National Wage Juggement. 

3 pp; 

19 July 1967: 

7/3/22. Helb . T,H,C. circular. Re total wage protest meet

ings. Includes a copy of speakers notes on the 

National Wage Judgement, 

6 .pp. 

8 Aug: 1967. 

7/3/23: Melb, T,H,C: business sheet, Executive Report. 

Concerns a decision to submit a report in relation 

to the hearing of the Total Wage Case by the 

Industrial Appeals Court, and a report on protest 

meetings: 

2 pp. 4 .copies. 

10 Aug. 1967. 
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71. 

7/5/2/(contd) the T,H,C. to appoint a body, representative 

of all unions with members employed on the Project, 

to discuss the proposal further. 

2 pp. if copies •. 

5 April 1955. 

7/5/3. OPDU to I'I.Jordan, T.H,C. Submits a list of issues 

for discussion by the Council Sub-Committee in their 

negotiations with reps of the V.H.C. 

2 pp~ , 

1 June 1955; 

7/5/4. T~. cirfular to building unions. Encloses a copy 

of a letter from the Industrial Officer of the V.H.C. 

re Housing ltinister's proposed visit to various 

housing estates. Lists times and places • 

. 1 p. ' 

15 Aug. 1955. 

7/5/5. Ne1tls Briefs from the General Vlanager, V,H,C, Re 

Concrete House Project: Hand-written notes on the 

back concern a V,H,C. meeting. 

2pp. 

5 Sept; 1956. 

7/5/6. F.H. Ashwell, General Manager, Concrete House Proj

ect, V.H.C., to Sec. OPDU. Asks him to nominate a 

union official to act upon a committee to further 

co-operation between men and management of the 

Concrete House Project: Contains copies of a 

report of an earlier conference between the Project 

management, union officials and employer reps; at 

Holmesglen ,vJhich discussed supervision, faulty 

plaru1ing, co-ordination of trades , retirement age etc 

7 pp. 

12 Sept. 1956. 
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1Li. 76. 

7/5/42. Home Truths. V.H.C. journal. Contains articles 

on a flat-building project at Elsternwick, slum 

reclamation at Collingwood, paint laborator,; at 

Holmesglen. 

4 pp. 

Autumn 1960 

7/5/43. Annual Report; V.H.C; 1960-1961; 

Includes sections on planning and construction'; 

inspection of sub-standard housing: Tables show 

location of flats , block types of flats, bedroom 

types of flats , the concrete house project: 

Appendices: balance sheets, statement of receipts etc 

43 PP: 
1 July 1960 to 30 June 1961: 

7/5/44. V:H.C. Concrete House Project: Agenda of union/ 

management committee meeting. Steps to modernise 

factort, sanitary conditions on the Estates etc~ 

1 p. 

2l Sept. 1961. 

7/5/45: Ditto; Re 4-stoey flats, laundries. 

2 pp • . 

6 Oct: 1961: 

7/5/46: D .Lovegrove, MLA, to B.Carter. OPDU : 
n 

efers to 

letter about the . respective costs of 

ground and roof laundries : 

l .p; 

17 Oct: 1961: 

7/5/47. Memorandum to the Minister of Housing : Re a default

ing contractor. 

2 pp: 

5 April 1962. 

7/5/48. Information about defaulting contractors and sub

contractors on work with State Gov: Departments : 

5 pp: 

9 July 1962: 



~ 77. 

7/5/49: L.H.S. Thompson, Minister of Housing to C:Willman 

7/5/51. 

Claims Officer, 

1 

OPDU ' --' 
p. 2 

Concerns a contract. 

copies. 

Letter in the South Melbourne Recorder. from the 

Emerald Hill Tenants' Assn. Re a deputation to the 

Minister of Housing, which ccmplained about very 

high rents, high gas bills. 

1 p • . 

29 Se pt: 1962. 

Reports of V.H.C. meetings- Broadmeadows,Doveton, 

Boundary Rd. Estate Flats, Holmesglen Factory, 

Richmond Flats. Also a Building Trades Federation 

decision for all unions to call a stewards' meet

ing to plan a campaign to gain claims already 

submitted: 

.6 pp • . 

5, 10 Oct: 1962. 

7/5/52: Victorian Parliamentary Debates: Questions re V.H.C. 

Hansard. No.7. Session 1962. pp. 695-699. 

7/5/53. Interim report: I'Jethod study of villa erection at 

Broadmeadows; Contains recomnendations concerning 

construction of foundations, walls, doors etc: Issued 

by N.W. Stanford, Production Engineering Superinten

dent/ 
2 . pp~ 

4 Dec: 1963. 

7/5/54: Ditto. Sets down the scope of the study , find-

ings and conclusions. Covers work at Broadmeado~lS 

and Werribee~ 

1 p~ 

24 March 1964. 



7/5/55. Comparison of wages earned by V.H.C. employees 

an 12 months on hourly/weekly engagement with a 

fulls service grant of £l per week. Issued by 

T.P.Grigg, Finance and Personnel Manager, Concrete 

House Project. 

1 p. 

16 April 1964. 

7/5/56: Statement by T .H.S; Disputes Committee. Re service 

grant proposal. Includes claims for additional 

annual and sick leave. 

1 p. 

22 April 1964. 

7/5/57: Resolution submitted by L.Cox, Plumbers Shop 

Steward, Concrete House Project re supervisor

employees advisory councils. 

1 p~ 

14 May 1964 : 

7/5/ 58~ Decision made by V,H;C. employees at Richmond 

Flats concerning a work stoppage to hear a report on 

their log of claims. 

lp. 3 copies 

Undated. 

7/5/59: Report on a dispute over a Time and Motion study at 

Holmesglen VHC factory. Issued by Holmesglen 

Housing Commission Shop Committee. 

2 pp( .l sheet) 

July 1964: 

7/5/ 60:Union/ management meeting at the Concrete House 

Project ; circular: Discusses work study, apprentices 

ship, paintnng qy non-members of the union: 

1 p. 

8 July 1964. 



o 

2L2. 79. 

7/5/61. Notes re non-members of the union carrying _out 

painting work at Werribee and Broadmeadows. 
1 p. _ 

Unsigned, undated. 

7/5/62: T.H.C. circular to members of 16 unions~ Concerns' 

a meeting pf the Disputes Committee and unions 

,nth members employed by the V.H.C.- to receive a 

report of a conference held with the Minister of 

Housing about matters of work study at the Holmes

glen Project. 

1 p. 

22 July 1964. 

7/5/63: Correspondence/ circs. re Holmesglen dispute. 

7/~/63/1. Report on the dispute. 

5 pp: 

Undated; 

2: Draft resolution proposed at a meeting of union reps. 

Recommends a resumption of work on terms arranged with 

the 1-linister of Housing, the dispute to be placed in 

the hands of the T.H.C.Disputes .Committee. 

1 p: 
16 July 1964. 

3: Copy of a resolution carried by the Disputes Committee , 

wh~ calls for an immediate conference with VHC reps. 

and the Minister: 

1 p. 

24 July 1964. 

5. THC Disputes Committee circular: Re meeting. 

1 p. 

4 Aug. 1964. 
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80. 

7/6, Public Works Department : 

7/6/1. P,W,D. General Conditions. Lists provisions re 

8 hour day, quality of -work performed, payment of 

wages b.r contractors: 

8 PP: 
( 1955?) 

7/6/2: Rates of wages to be paid by contractors/ sub

contractors employed by P,W,D: 

. 
1 p. 

( 1958?) 

7/6/3: Claims officer, ~ to P)W;D, Re State School, _ 

Eaglehawk, Footscray Police Station, Port l-lelb: 

7/6/1/.. 

Police Station, where contractors have defaulted on 

wages owing: 

1 p. 

10 Feb: 1958: 

M,C ,Jordan, assist, sec. T.H;C; circular to P,W,D; 

unions -; Re meeting to consider the down-grading (pf 

employees and a consequent loss in wages. 

1 p. and written notes. 

2 July 1958; 

7/6/$: Press cutting. Concerns Eric Hassall, Sydney cabinet 

maker, who is fined £60 for working for less than 

the award and on Sat . afternoons : Sun: 

12 Nov. 1958 to Nay 1960: 

7/6/6: Reports and investigations into a number of Housing 

Commission contracts in Morwell and district for 

examples of faulty workmanship etc. 

8 pp. 

16 Oct. to 3 Dec: 1959; 



'J.i.9.. 81.. 

7/6/7. Investigation of Northcote State School contract. 

5 pp. 

7 March 1960; 

7/6/8 . Repr int of proceedings before the Legislative Assembly 

Eoncern"ing the painting of V.H.C. properties: 

Lovegrove, MLA, raises the question on behalf of the 

OPDU : Refers to inferior work carried out by contract 

ors in the Morwe11 area. 

4 pp: . 

29 March 1960: 

7/6/9. Sec • ...Qfill! to Sir T.Maltby, Minister for Public 

Works,Melb. Asks him to receive a small deputation 

of reps on the union and the Master Painters Assn: 

to discuss the question of allocation of work . contracts 

to persons associated with the painting trade: 

1 p. 

2l April 1960: 

7/6/10: Investigation of .Oakleigh State School contract re 

bad workmanship. 

11 PP: 
6 Sept. to 26 Sept. 1960: 

7/6/11: Re Coburg State School contract: Non-payment pf 

wages by contractor/sub-contractor: 

3 pp. 

June to Nov : 1960. 

7/6/12. Wages claim f orm. OPDU: Slenders v Andrewartha. 

· 5 pp: . 

9 Dec: 1960: 

7/6/13 : Ditto. De 8ena v Minos Painting and Decorating Co:, 
Oakleigh. 

• 5 pp. 

7 Aug. t p 4 Sept: 1961: 



'Jl.§.. $2. 

7/6/14. Sec. Q!lli! to J.V. Stout, sec. 1!!Q : Requests 

Stout to convene a meeting of union reps. with 

members employed by the P.W.D. to discuss the 

question of dispensing with the labor of building 

workers employed on a day labor basis : 

1 p~ 

17 Oct: 1961. 

7/6/15 : Press cuttings ; Union protest on FWD dismissals : 

Herald. 2 Nov. 1961: 

Sun. 3 Nov: 1961-

Age : 3 Nov~ 1961. 

$/6/16. Claims officer.Q!lli! to H.R.Petty, Minister of 

Public Works,Melb. Ref ers to Lake Bolac State School 

Contract, non-payment of wages. 

2 pp • . 

3 Nov . 1961: 

7/6/18: Notes for G. Lewins re deputation to Minister for 

Public Works concerning ~ Eontractors known . 

to have evaded correct determination wage rates. 

1 p. 

8 Nov: 1961; 

7/6/19: List of defaulting contractors~ sub-contractors on 

work for State Gov. Departments 1955-1960: Q!lli! 
claims that there have been weil over 200 known 

cases of wages evasion and non-payment during this 

period. Asks for day labor work on gov. contracta, 

properly supervised, to secure better workmanship 

at proper legal wage rates. 

4 pp: 

4 July 1962. 

7/6/20: Memoranctum on " bonding" as instituted in America 

to guarantee good quality of construction, alterat

ion and repair and protection of persons finiShing 

material etc: 

5 pp . 

6 July 1962: 

7/6/21. Further list of defaulting contractors/sub-
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8/4/7. F. Purse to A. Zeano. Re further talics. 

1 p. 2 copies. 

24 Feb~ 1966; 

$/3/$; Report on federation between the Victorian Fjbrpus 

Plasterers and Plaster i'forkers' Union and the 

Victorian Plasterers' Society. 

4 pp; 

1 Ilarch 1966. 

$/3/9. Text of an ABC Ne,~s Bulletin broadcast re formation 

of a national building union with 70,000 members, 

attitude of the ~ etc. 

1 p. 

13 April 1966. 

$/3/10. Federal balance sheet; ill1lli., 

4 pp. 

l4 April 1966. 

$/3/ll. Draft programme for a BWIU-Painters meeting in the 

Trades Hall, Sydney. Concerns the holding of 

informal discussions by federal executives, format

ion of a drafting committee. 

1 p. 

1$ April 1966; 

$/3/12. Statement on amalgarration by the QEQ[ and~. 

Re agreed policy on informal talks, combined 

campaign for holding a plebiscite of financial 

members and forrration of a joint working committee. 

2 pp. 5 copies. 

19 April 1966. 

$/3/13. Article in The Carpenter and Joiner , official organ 

of the BWIU. Concerns the-ItlQ's rejection of 

an Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and Jqiners 

application for affiliation ,,1-th the ACTU; 

Says the Carpenters wont amalgamate with the 

ffWry and so must be regarded as a breakaway 

union 0 

voL4.No.3.p.l. 
May 1966~ 



$/3/14. Circular re amalgamation which, it is claimed, is the 

only effective solution to unrest in the building trade 

l p. 

l6 l'1ay 1966. 

$/3/l5. Report of a joint execut,ive meeting of the Qfill!., 
NSltJ branch, and the BWIU , NSW branch. Re amalgamat

ion. SUpports ACTU policy. 

2 pp. 3 copies. 

2 June 1966~ 

$/3/l6; F. Butler. Re joint executive statement. 

l p. 

l6 June 1966. 

$/3/l7. Copy of a resolution carried at a special summoned 

meeting of the Vic. branch,~; Concerns a 

proposed meeting of federal buildh~g trade unions to 

discuss industrial unionism and amalgamation, format

ion of a joint working committee, the holding of amalg

amation discussions by the two Carpenters unions. 

l p. 2 copies. 

20 July 1966; 

$/3/l$. Agenda items. Federal Council. OPDU. Lists items re 

amalgamation. 

$/3/l9. 

xW:;! 6 pp. 

l2 Sept. 1966. 

Reports of meetings of 

for Amalgamation • 

the National ifJorkin€( Committee 

Considers the rules of the 

new union , proposed new name, constitution, 

representation, membership rights, benefits, 

funds, joint proviSional executives. 

3 pp. 2 copies. 

19, 20, 2l Sept. 1966. 

$/3/20. Anderson to Lewins. Re ACTU Building Group meeting. 

3 pp; 

lO Oct. 1966; 
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8/3/2l. Himson to Anderson. Says his branch is 

dissatisfied "lith the outcome of the discussions 

of the Working Committee. Thiw{s the question of 

a date for the proposed national plebiscite 

should be adjourned until further discussions have 

been held on a federal/ State level. 
o 

3 pp. 

27 Oct. 1966. 

8/3/22. I'Jhite to Anderson. Re Hanson's proposed adjournment. 

1 p. 

31 Oct. 1966. 

8/3/23~ Anderson to members of the Federal Executive. Ditto. 

3 pp: 

18 Nov. 1966. 

8/3/24. Wbite to Anderson. Discusses postponement of the 

referendum. Says he thinks that it shoild be held 

before there is further discussion a~ an executive 

level. Refers to legal difficulties. 

3 pp. 2 copies. 

22 Nov. 1966. 

8/3/25. Hanson to Anderson. Refers to the advice of the 

Registrar of the COllh'11onwealth Arbitration Court as 

to the manner in which amalgamations may be arranged 

3 pp. 

24 Nov~ 1966. 

8/3/26. Ditto. Re legal opinion of Sweeney,Q.C.( See above 

on proposed amalgamation. 

2 pp; 

16, 17 Jan. 1967. 

8/3/27~ Anderson to federal Executive members. Invites then 

to a meeting. 

1 p. 

25 Jan: 1967: 
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~ 91. 

8/3/34. F. Butler to Federal Councillors and State secretaries 

Re resolution carried unanimously by the annual 

meeting of the NSW branch. Gives unqualified support 

to a national referendum and calls on all Ul1ion 

members to be active campaigners for amalgamation. 

1 p. -4 copies 

16 Feb. 1967. 

8~3.35~ LevIins to Anderson. Thanks him for a galley-proof 

of the awalgamation ballot paper. 

1 p. 

16 Feb. 1967. 

8/3/36. Anderson to LevIins. Encloses the Ninutes of a 
.I. ,,' 

Federal txecutive meeting. 
" 

14 pp. 

20 Feb; 1967. 

8/3/37. Levdns to J .C.vihite. Asks for his ruling on the 

question of the right of the NSvf branch to forward 

correspondence to all State branches. Says should 

have sought authority from the Federal Executive. 

1 p. 

22 Feb. 1967. 

8/3/38~ Anderson to LevIins. Encloses copies of a booklet on 

amalgamation. 

2.pp. 

23 Feb. 1967. 

8/3/39. T.G.Butler, acting sec • ....Qill1! .'~.A. branch to Lev'ins. 

Acknowledges Levdns correspondence re a ruling on the 

NSVI branch. 

1 p. 

24 Feb. 1967. 

8/3/~.O. Document signed by Don Scott, which expresses the 

views of the Victorian State branch. Reaffirms that 

, whilst agreeing to participate in the first plebis

cite , his Branch resolves to campaign for a "No" 

vote amongst, Victorian members. 

2 pp. 

6 Barch 1967. 



aLl. 92. 

13/3/41. Anderson to Purse. Complains about an article in 

the barpenter and Joiner and Building Horker headed: 

Building Operatives Union. Says the article is 

completely untrue , will tend to def/lat the forthcoming 

ballot and bring Painters' officials into disrepute 

with their membership. 

2 pp~ 

6 March 1967. 

13/3/1,2. J .G.White to Lewins. Re ruling on the action of the --

NSi'i branch. 

2 pp. 

13 !-larch 1967. 

13/3/43. F.Purse to Anderson; Apologises for article 

referred to above. 

2 pp. 

9 Narch 1967. 

13;/3/44. Anderson to Le~dns. Encloses a photo copy of the 

article. Says it .may damage his reputation as an 

honest unionist,; Asks for assistance in securing a 

retraction qy the journal's editors. 

3 pp. 

10 March 1967. 

13/3/45. T.W. Henley, State sec. iV-est Australian Amalgamated 

Society of Carpenters and Joiners Industrial Union 

of Worl<ers, State branch.B1tlIU. to Anderson. Re 

article. Says that qy mistake the acting editor 

published a highly confidential document addressed t 

to him. Expresses regret. 

1 p. 

13 March 1967; 

13/3/46. Hanson to Anderson. Hore re article. Agrees with 

Anderson: 

2 pp. 

14 Narch 1967: 
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8/3/72. 

97. 

A.J.And~rson, sec : Broken Hill Sub-Branch,OPDU. 

to Le\dns ~ Explains that his branch has decided to 

amalgamate with the Building Trades Union; 

1 p. 

16 Dec: 1967. 

8/3/73. J.E: Anderson. Gen.Sec. federal Office.QElli!. 
" 

Encloses correspondence received from Broken Hill 

by the NSI'{ and Queensland branches: Says that at 

least it will stop them using the name of the 

OPDU. 

1 p. and photostat. 

20 Dec. 1967. 

8/4. Pamphlets, circulars, press cuttings. 1966-7 • 

8/4/1. Union Unity and You; Policy statement on organizat

ional unity by the BVITU. Points out that the B\tffiJ 

now covers carpenters and joiners, ship carpenters 

and ship joiners in all States except South Australia 

; bricklayers in NSW, Tasmania and A.C.T.; 

stonemasons in Victoria, Tasnania and tilemakers 

8/4/2. 

8/4/3. 

in Victoria • . Urges other building unions to 

amalgamate. 

8 .pp: 2 . copies : 

Jan: 1966: 
v 

Copies of Painter' s News. Circular to members c 
issued by G • . Lewins on behalf of the Victorian 

branch OPDU. Contains . articles on amalgamation: 

Nos 57, 59. ~, Nov; 1966: 4 copies : 

For Amalgamation; A 'New Look' for a changing world: 

Pamphlet issued by the National Working Committee of 

the OPDU , B\tffiJ and the Fibrous Plasterers and 

Plaster Workers Union. More re ACTU stand: 

4 pp • . 

27 Feb: 1967. 
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8/4/4. Photostat of an article in The Carpenter and Joiner 

and Building Worker • Perth Building Operatives' Union 

Draft of a proposed scheme to be submitted to members 0 

the..lll:ill:L , Qfl2!l. and Fibrous Plasterers. Seeks views 

of union members. 

1 p; 
Feb; 1967; 

8/4/5. Draft of a suggested article sent to the Vic. branch 

qy Anderson for publication in a Perth journal; 

Says the proposals in the Feb. article have not been 

submitted to the Qfl2!l.: Asks for a public apology 

from the State management committee of the BWIU, 

vl.A; 
2 pp. 

Undated. 

8/4/6~ Press cutting; Three unions may merge;§.!m, Nelb; 

8/4/7. Article. Amalgamation Progressing. Be meeting of 

building trad.e unions to explore. the areas of agree

ment • The Carpenter and Joiner,(BWIU) 

Vol.4. No.6. 

~larch 1967; 

8/4/8. Pamphlet issued. by the management committee ; Qfl2!l.. 
Vic. branch. Concerns a special summoned meeting 

in l1elb. THC at which an amalgamation report will 

be presented. 

1 p. 3 copies. 

19 April 1967; 

8/4/9. Amalgamation. Painters ••• Caruenters;;.Plasterers: 

Pamphlet issued by Queensland branches of the 

OPDU, lllim: and the Queensland Plasterers' Union~ 

Re postal ballot etc. 

1 p. 6 copies. 

28 April 1967. 

8/4/10. Amalgamation or 'Take Over.' Circular to members 

issued by. the Victorian State Branch J.!a,"lagement 

Committee. Says the Vic. Committee opposes 

endorsement of the ballot recommended qy the . 
Painters' ~ederal Executive and the National 

Vlorking Committee. Urges members to vote No. 

4 pp ( 2 Sheets) 

Undated; 



Q 

o 

99. 

a/4/ll. Amalgamation Ballot. Article in Painter ' s News. 

Again urges a No vote in amalgamation referendum. 

No.61. 

May 19~7: 

a/4/12: Amalgamation Issue; The Other Side of the Story: 

"Painters: " Circular issued by the Rank and File 

Committee for Yes vote. Points out that the union's 
F ederal Counci l and ACTU are for amalgaroation. 

1 p. 

Undated. 

8/4/13. Is the BvlIU "Fair Dinkum" on Amalgamation? Circular 

issued by the Tasmanian branch management OPDY 

Also advocates a No vote and speaks of the proposed 

amalgamation as a "takeover" of their union. 

4 pp:C 2 sheets) 

6 June 1967: 

a/4/14: Press cuttings re amalgamation: 

May-June 1967: 

a/s. Meetings of and correspondence relating to the 

National Working Committee for Amalgamation: 

a/5/1: Statement by the National Working Committee of 

the OPDU , ~ and Operative Plasterers . He 

a report of discussions with the Industrial 

Registrar, the legal opinion of J.B: Sweeney,QC, 

the holding of an amalgamation ballot: Requests 

federal officers to prepare the ballot papers 

and a necessary statement~ 

1 p • . 2 copies. 

9 Feb; 1967. 

a/5/2 : Anderson reports on a meeting of the National 

Working Committee held in Sydney, a,9 Feb: 

attended by reps. of the OPDU and BWIU: Discusses 

Painters' proposals, amalgamation ballots,proposed 

conference of all building unions, distribution of 

pamphlets, Plasterers' .attitude, legal problems: 

2 pp • . 

17 Feb: 1967: 



o 

~. 100. 

8/5/3. Minutes of meeting of the Amalgamated Joint 

Working Committee . held in Sydney 7 March, attended 

by reps. of OPDU. BWIU and Operative Plasterers: 

Discusses amalgamation, recommendations of various 

executives , methods of campaigning: 

2 pp. 

7 lfarch 1967; 

8/5/4. Amendment by Tasmania to NSW Branch item for the agenda 

of a special Federal Council meeting in Melb.Council 

endorses the result of the national referendum of 

membership • 

2 pp. 

23-25 Aug; 1967; 

8/5/5: Minutes of meeting of the National Working Committee 

held in Melb. in Sept., attended by reps. of the 

OPDU, BWIU and Operative Plasterers: Motion re 

ballot results in favour of amalgamation, views of 

Painters, Plasterers and BNIU. Agrees to prepare a 

draft set of rules for the new union: 

5 pp: 3 .copies. 

4 Sept. 1967: 

8/5/6: J.H.Vaggers, Branch Sec: OPDU , Queensland to J.E: 

Anderson,Sydney. Wants to arrange a meeting of the 

National Working Committee during the meeting of the 
F ederal Executive to discuss amalgamation. 

1 p. 

2l June 1962 . 

8/5/7. J.E.Anderson to Federal~ecutive members. He 

Queensland request. Says he considers the main matter 

to be resolved is the question of representation. 

1 p: 
26 June 1968. 

8/5/8. Report on Amalgamation Debate at .Federal Couccil meet

ing in Sydney issued by the OPDU. Concludes by 

recommending that the National Working Committee 

instructs the 3 Federal secretaries to finalise a 

draft of federal rules. 

7 pp: 

23-27 Sept. 1968: 



c 

~. 1m. 

8/5/9. F. Purse, Fed.Sec. ~ to officers of the Painters 

and Plasterers unions re amalgamation. Officially 

confirms that the ffWlU . Federal Conference adopts the 

decisions of the Sept. meeting of the National 

Working Committee. concerning basis of representation, 

draft rules etc. 

2 pp. 

6 Nov, 1968: 

8/5/10. Minutes of a special meeting of the executive of the 

~, Queensland branch, held in Jan. 1969 to 

discuss the draft amalgamation agreement and rules. 

2 pp. 

15 Jan. 1969: 

8/5/11. J.R: Vaggers,sec. OPDU , Queensland branch to J.E. 

8/5/12. 

Anderson, Gen.Sec : Encloses a copy of the minutes 

of Jan. special executive meeting. Says the branch 

has decided to oppose the amalgamation agreement: 

F .Butler, Sec. OPDU • NSW branch to Anderson. Says 

that copies of draft rules and a draft agreement hav 

been examined by the NSW branch management committee 

Encloses copies of the committee's proposals : 

1 p. 

4 March 1969. 

8/5/13: NSW branch management committee,JlEQQ; Recommend

ations re draft of federal rules for proposed new 
. . amalgamated un~on. 

3 pp. 

4 March 1969: 



~. 102. 

$/5/14. J .E. Anderson to Federal Executive members Qfllli Con

cerns a meeting of the Tasmanian branch at which a 

motion of no-confidence in O'Brien was carried~The 

new sec. is B. Harradine, former sec. of the 

Clerks Union and member of the DLP: 

3 pp. 

10 April 1969. 

Group 9. Union journal. 

9/1. Building Workers' Organiser. Official organ of the 

Building Trades Federation of Victoria : Contains 

interesting material on t he 1930s , 1940s and 1950s. 

Vol;l. No.2: Oct.l. 1937. to 

Vol.2. No. 15 Aug : 1951 

9/2: Painter's News. Circular to members issued qy G. 

Note: 

Lewins on behalf of the OPDU, Victorian branch. 

Nos; 14, 15. 

Nos : 16,17 • 

Group 10: 

4 issues ; 

Aug., Nov: 1955. 

Feb: , l>!ay 1956: 

Ballarat and Geelooe Sub-BranChes : 

Concerns conflict between Head Branch and the 

Ballarat and Geelong Sub-Branches about a new rule 

introduced 1949 , which the Sub-Branches believe 

tthreatens their local autonomy. Main correspondents 

are: 

G ,Lewins : Sec • Vic. branch OPDU; 

J.O.l>!ackay; Sec. Ballarat Sub-Branch. 

K.E.Rash: member Ballarat Sub-Branch executive : 

W. Taylor. Sec. Ballarat Sub- .Branch: 

H. Clarke ; Geelong Sub-Branch: -
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10/1. 103. 

10/1. W. Taylor to G.Lewins : Re special committee set up 

by Head Branch to investigate the position of sub

branches. 

10/2. Asst sec : Ballarat to Taylor. Says no meetings were h 

held in 1949 and the new Head Branch manqgement commit 

will have to re-appoint the Sub-Committee. 

1 p • . 

2l Jan: 1949. 

10/3: K;E.Rash; to Lewins : Encloses membership fees : 

2 pp: 

22 Feb. 1949: 

10/4. Lewins to Taylor. Says he has been informed that the 

Ballarat Sub-Branch recently paid affiliation fees to 

the THC ob 101 financial members but says its 

last return to Head Office showed only 54 members. 

2 pp; 

22 July 1959: 

10/5. Taylor to Lewins. Will investigate . 

1 p. 

23 July 1949; 

10/ 6: Lewins to Taylor. Explains that the last general 

meeting decided to establish an investigation 

committee to inquire into the functioning .of sub

branches in Bendigo, Ballarat and Geelong; 

Encloses the minutes of a recent Federal Council 

meeting in Adelaide. 

1 p. 

7 Oct : 1949: 

10/7. Taylor to Lew~ns : Gives a list of sub-committee meet

ing dates. 

1 p. 
11 n~+. lal,a : 



c 

10/8. 104. 

10/8. Ditto. Re Federal Council meeting in Adelaide: 

Asks about a proposed new rule that all contrib

utions shall be paid to the .Head Office. Tenders 

his resignation as secretary. 

2 pp:. 

15 Oct: 1949: 

10/9. Lewins to Taylor. Says the new rule will. cover all 

sub-branches already in existence~ 

1 p. 

25 Oct. 1949: 

10/10: Taylor to Lewins : Gives the name of the new secretary 

J.O.Mackay but says he will assist the investigation 

committee when it visits Ballarat; 

2 pp: 

10 Nov. 1949: 

10/11: K.E: Rash to Lewins. Encloses union dues. 

1 p: 
16 Nov. 1949 : 

10/12, J .0. Mackay to Lewins. Explains that he arrl Rash have 

been elected as delegates to attend the Vic. branch 

general meeting. 

1 p: 
23 Nov : 1949: 

10/13 : Lewins to Mackay: Says he has booked accomodation 

for them. 

1 p. 

29 Nov: 1949; 

10/14: Lewins to Taylor. Thanks him for his paJrt. assist-

ance. 

1 p. 

29 Nov. 1949: 



10115 105. 

10/15. Lewins -to Mackay. " Re' rates' of apprentices, improvers 

and journeymen in the painting trade. 

l.p. 

9 Feb. 1950. 

K.E.Rash to Lewins . Encloses union dues. 

1 p. 

3 March 1950. 

10/17. Lewins to Mackay: Speaks of a Ballarat employer I s 

request for a permit to employ a CRTS(Commonwealth 

Reconstruction Training Svheme) trainee. Refers to 

6orrespondence from the Geelong Sub-Branch in which 

its secretary states that he was elected Secretary 

of Combined Sub-Branches of Ballarat , Bendigo and 

Geelong; 

1 p. 

l4 ~iarch 1950: 

10/18: Mackay to Lewins. Re Rash motion at annual meeting 

concerning improvements in the manufacture of 

materials etc : 

1 p; 

16 March 1950: 

10/19. Ditto: Re Bro : A. Clarke of Geelong. Says that he 

does represent the three Sub-Branches of Ballarat, 

Bendigo and Geelong: 

a' pp : 

18 l'iarch 1950: 

10/20. Ditto. Gives him information about some Ballarat 

union members. 

2 pp: 

22 March 1950: 



106. 

10/21. Lewins to Mackay. Advises him of a special 

summoned meeting of the Head Branch to hear the report 

o~ the investigation committee • 

1 p. 2 copies. 

4 April 1950: 

10/22: Ditto : Re correspondence from the Yallourn Sub

Branch requesting that arrangements be made to 

enable reps : of Ballarat, Geelong and Yallourn Sub

Branches to meet the management committee of Head . 

Branch ao discuss questions affecting Sub-Branches. 

Asks Ballarat to appoint two delegates : 

1 p. 

10 May 1950. 

10/ 23: Mackay to Lewins. Re meeting with management committee 

2 pp ; 

15 May 1950: 

10/ 24. K. Rash to Lewins : Sends union dues. 

1 p. 

18 l-\ay 1950: 

10/ 25: Lewins to Mackay: Advises him of further correspondene 

from Yallourn Sub-Branch re Combined Sub-Branches. 

1 p. 

24 Hay 1950: 

10/26; Mackay to Lewins : Says that he and Rash have been 

appointed delegates to the meeting with the management 

committee : 

2 pp. 

25 May 1950: 

10/ 27 : Lewins to Mackay: Re meeting with the investigation 

committee. 

1 p: 
20 June 1950: 



\ 

10! 28 107. 

10/ 28. Hackay to LeNins. Concerns delegates I expenses. 

1 p. 

9 July 1950. 

10/ 29; Ditto. J\\ore re investig~tion corrmuttee. 

2 pp. 

20 July 1950. 

10/ 30. Ditto. Concerns a visit of the management committee 

to ~llarat. 

1 p. 

3 Aug. 1950. 

10/ "31. Lewins to J.!ackay; Ditto. 

1 p. 

17 Aug. 1950. 

10/ 32. Eackay to LeNins. Ditto. 

2 pp. 

19 Aug; 1950. 

10/ 33. Lemns to loiackay. Gives arrival times etc; 

1 p; 

22 Aug. 1950. 

10/ 34. K. Rash to LeNins. Encloses union dues. 

1 p; 
23 Aug. 1950. 

10/ 35. 11ackay to Lemns. Concerns a cleorance:etc; 

2 PP. 
13 Nov. 1950. 

10/36: Lemns to Mackay. de :j.etter from B. James. 

1 p. 

15 Nov; 1950. 

10/37. Lewins to Kames. 

1 p. 

15 Nov. 1950. 

10/38. K. Rash to Lewins. Encloses union dues. 

1 p. 

lil Nov. 1950. 



10/39. 108. 

10/39. Lewins to Rash. Encloses receipts. 

1 p. 

23 Nov. 1950. 

10/40. 11ackay to Lewins. Re annual meeting. 

2 pp . 

24 Nov. 1950. 

10/41. Ditto. Concerns transfers , clearances etc. 

1 p. 

6 Jan. 1951. 

10/42. Lewins to l1ackay: Re hire car for annual meeting. 

1 p: 
12 Jan. 1951. 

10/ 43. Ditto. Re clearance • . 

1 p. 

18 Jan. 1951. 

10/ 44. Mackay to Lewins: Concerns clearance, car hire etc. 

2 pp. 

23 Jan . 1951. 

10/45. Ditto. Re meeting. 

1 p. 

15 ¥larch 1951. 

10/ 46: Telegram concerning Lewins visit. 

19 l'larch 1951: 

10/47. K. Rash to Lewins. Says his branch is unable to hold 

its special meeting because of the centenary 

celebrations. 
1 p: 

31 March 1951. 

10/48/ Lewins to Rash. Concerns his recent visit to Ballarat 

Asks Rash to call a special meeting as soon as 

possible. 

1 p. 

5 April 1951: 



c 

10/ 49. 109. 

10/ 49. Lewins to Mackay. Refers t o his correspondence with 

Rash and his refusal to give the names a.~ addresses 

of members of the Ballarat Sub-Branch. Asks Mackay 

to help arrange a special meeting to iron out 

misunderstandings. 

1 p. 

5 April 1951. 

10/ 50. Rash to Lewins. Says he will write soon. 

1 p. 

12 April 1951. 

10/ 51. Ditto. Re conference. 

1 p. 

2l April 1951. 

10/ 52. Lewins to Rash: Ditto. 

1 p. 

26 April 1951. 

10/ 53; Mackay to Lewins: Concerns a deputation from the 

management committee to the Ballarat Sub-Branch. 

1 p. 

10 May 1951. 

10/54; Rash to Levlins. Encloses a cheque for union fees. 

1 p. 

16 Hay 1951. 

10/55. Lewins to Rash. Ditto. 

1 p: 
2l May 1951: 

10/ 56: Ballarat Sub-Branch. circular. Re a new federal 

Rule governing the control of sub-branches. 

Reaffirms a decision that their local autonomy 

should be maintained and says that they have been 

threhtened with legal action by Lewins. 

1 p • . 

12 June 1951. 



llO. 

10/57. Rash to Lewins. Refers to circular Which, he says, . 

is being fOl"lJarded to all sub-branches in Australia: 

1 p. 

15 June 1951. 

10/ 58. J .R. Taggert. Queensland Branch OPDU to Lewins : 

Explains that the circular was discussed at the 

general meet ing and it was decided to forward it 

to him to take action. 

1 p • . 

4 July 1951. 

10/ 59: Lewins to Mackay. Advises him that the Ballarat 

Sunb- Branch will be given one month to submit to 

the Head Branch names and addresses of branch members. 

1 p: 

11 July 1951: 

10/ 60. Ilackay to Lewins. Re Ilackay's expenses as a 

branch delegate to the annual meeting. 

1 p. 

16 July 1951. . . 

10/61. Le-...n.ns to Mackay. Ditto. 

1 p. 

3 Aug. 1951. 

10/62. Mackay to Lewins. Declares that the. : members 

of the Ballarat Sub-Branch are not prepared to 

accede to Head Branch's request for a list of fi..1'Jallcial 

members and says they may take legal action • 

10/63. Ditto. 

. 2 pp: . 

18 Aug: 1951. 

Asks for more .money for delegate's expenses. 

2 pp. 

19 Aug. 1951. 

10/ 64: Telegram. Rash to Lewins re meeting. 

12 Sept: 1951. 



10/65; Ditto. 

12 Sept. 1951. 

10/ 66. Notes re telegram. 

1 p. 

Undated. 

JJl. 

10/67; Lewins to Nackay. Ra delegate's expe.nses. 

1 p. 

4 Oct. 1951. 

10/ 68; DittQ~ Encloses a copy of the rules of the ~'lest 

Australian Branch , .\ihich have been sent by the 

r'ederal President, Jim ;,'/hite. 

1 p; 
17 Oct. 1951: 

. 10/ 69; Ditto. 

1 p. 

25 Oct. 1951. 

10/70. Nackay to Lewins. Re cheque. 

1 p. 

27 Oct. 1951. 

10/71. Notes to Lewins. Re Ballarat Sub-Branch withholding 

a receipt. 

1 p. 

30 Oct. 1951. 

10/72. Lewins to H. Clarke.Geelong. Requests the Gee10ng 

Sub-Branch to convene a special summoned meeting to 

permit Head Branch officials to submit a report on th 

the new Federal Rule covering sub=branches. 

1 p. 

15 Nov. 1951. 

10/73; RaSh to Lel'lins. Encloses cheque and receipt. 

1 p; 
21 Nov; 1951. 

10/74; Kel'lins to Rash; Encloses receipt; 

1 p. 

23 Nov. 1951; 

10/71). Nackay to Lewins. Discusses request for receipt 

and asks for information about some branch members. 

2 pp; 

24 Nov. 1951. 



10/76 112. 

10/76: Lewins to Mackay. More re cheques, receipts • 

. 1 p • . 
Hl Dec. 1951. 

10/77. Mackay to Lewins. Encloses information about office

bearers etc. 

l. pp. 

7 Jan. 1952. 

10/78: Lewins to Mackay: More re receipts. 

1 p • . 

21 Jan. 1952. 

10/79: §ash to Lewins. Encloses cheque for membership 

fees. 

1 p: 
17 ·March 1952. 

10/80: Lewins to Rash: Official receipt. 

1 p. 

18 March 1952 . 

10/81: Lewins to Mackay: Forwards 210 members cards. 

1 p. 

5 May 1952. 

10/82: A.G.Booth Ballarat to Lewins. Encloses contributions 

and asks for a clearance to Perth. 

1 p. 

8 ~1gy 1952. 

10/83: H.Clarke Geelong to Lewins. Encloses Geelong Sub

Branch half-yearly affiliation dues. 

1 p; 
21 May 1952. 

10/$4. Lewins to Clarke: Sends receipt. 

1 p. 

27 May 1952. 

10/$5. MackaY to Lewms: Encloses affiliation fees. 

1 p • . 

14 June 1952; 
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10194 . 114. 

10/94: lI'~ckay to Lewins. Concerns Andrew's t r ansfer. 

3 pp • . 

13 Sept. 1952. 

10/95: Lewins to Mackay. Forwards '. him 150 rule books: 

Refers to the Ballarat Sub-Branch refusal to grant 

Andrew's clearance vlhich, he says, is a contraventi 01') 

of Federal and State rules . 

2 pp. 

a Oct. 1952. 

10/96. Lewins to H. Clarke. He new rule books; 

lp. 

8 Oct. 1952. 

10/97. Clarke to Lewins: Ditto. 

1 p • . 

25 Oct: 1952. 

10/98: Lewins to Clarke • Ditto. 

1 p. 

28 Oct; 1952. 

10/99. }~ckay to Lewins. Encloses cheque for affiliation 

fees. 

1 p. 

24 Nov. 1952. 

10/1000. Lewins to Mackay. Forwards 100 copies of the 

latest issue of Painter's News for distribution to 

members of the Ballarat Sub-Branch. Discusses 

Master Painters attempt to take away painters' 

tool allowance and the inclusion of a shift work 

clause in the determination. Encloses a couple of 

petitions. 

10/101. Ditto. 

10/102. Ditto. 

3 pp • . 

25 Nov: 1952. 

Sends receipts for affiliation fees. 

1 p. 

28 Nov. 1952. 

Refers to the case of Albert Tucker , who 

paid money to Head Branch by mistake. 

1 p. 

4 Dec. 1952. 
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11/2/1( Contd) Adopted at the annual meeting 11 June 

Issued by the 11elb. THC. 

24 pp; 

Dated 6 Nov; 1883. 

1884~ 

Reprinted Labor Call Print , Helb. 1912~ 

11/2/2; Transcript of Two Grades of Painters;' ]903. Consists 

of the hearing and judgement in an industrial 

dispute between the Sydney Trade Union of Painters 

and the Nast.er Painters' and Decorators I Assn; of 

NOw which resulted in the passage of the 

1904 Award by the Arbitration Court. Contains 

provisions for the defll1ition of various grades 

of paint~rs , hours of labor, wages, over-time, 

holidays , indenturing apprentices , preference 

to unionists etc; Issued by the OPDU NSI'/ brar:ch; 

21 Jan; 1972. 

151 pp; 

15 Dec. 1903 to 21 11arch 1904. 

11/2/3. Official report. F ederaJ, Tranes Union Congress; 

Melb, Issued by The Worker Trades Union Directory. 

Sydney; 

23 pp. 

Feb; 1907; 

'1.l/2/4. :ilie Conunonwealth Electoral Law Explained. Booklet 

pr0pared under instrlictions from King 0 'Halley ,¥ll', 

Hinister of State for Home Affairs. 

32.pp. 

15 Jan. 1913. 

ll/2/5 I> Brief Synopsis of the Forty-four Hour vleek Inquiry. 

A case presented before Hr.Justice Higgins on 

behalf of the Australian.Trade Union Hovement by 

E.J. Holloway, Sec.~. Includes evidence from 

the Hasons, Builders Laborers, Carpenters, Bootmake:r' 

etc. in Australia, New Zealand, South.Africa, 

Great Britain, USA, Europe, Japan etc, Concludes 

with Higgin's judgement granting 44 hours. Issued 

by !.!!l<, If,elb. 

68 pp; 

Sept. 1920. 



125. 

ll/2/6. The Old Way and the New: An open letter to the 

President of the All-Australian Conference in 

Melb. on the ALP's adoption of a socialist 

objective in 1920. Henry Watson~ THQ..., l'1elb. 

compares the 1902 and 1921-2 Conunonwealth , 

Labor Conference. Issued by Labor Call Print: 

Melb: 

1 p. 

7 July 1922. 

ll/2/7: NSW Painters ' Conciliation Conunittee's application 

for a new award , which includes claims for increased 

wages and over-time rates , 46 hour week, preference 

to unionists etc. Article in The Decorator and 

Painter for Australia and New Zealand , a journal 

for the paint, oil, color, varnish and wall paper 

trades . 

Vo: xxl.No: 10: pp. 297-8: 

1 July 1926; 

11/2/8; Royal Commission on the Constitution of the Conunon

wealth. Contains information on the duties of 

the Conunission, various evidence, and a discussion of 

the activities of the Division of Industrial Hygiene 

of the Conunonwealth Department of Health e.g • . 

clinical examination of Bendigo mine employees, 

dermatitis among rubber workers, inquiry into lead 

pc{sening in the painting trade: Issued by the .. 
Government Printer, Canberra: 

125 pp: 

19 Sept. 1927: 

ll/2/9: "White Australia?" What Does It Mean: By Lily 'fuite 

(Pure-but-not-Simple) : Pamphlet issued by the NSW 

Labor Council. Justifies the formation of the Pan-

Pacific Trade Union Secretarmat " 

ACTU was officially affiliated. 

racial and national barriers: 

16 pp: 

Undated.( 1930s?) 

to which the 

Opposes all 
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o 

11/4/1 (Contd) finance a re-formed Building Workers 

Social and Political Picnic Committee function at 

Hurst bridge. 

1 p. 

7 March 1956: 

11/4/2. Peter rh11ar and Co. to . Lewins • Encloses a cheque 

for Hurstbrigge picnic. 

1 p. 

9 March 1956. 

11/4/3. Lewins to bank manager, Commonwealth Bank, Melb. 

Encloses a copy of the rules and constitution of the 

new body and asks the bank to transfer money fr . .lJll the 

account of the Building Trades Federation Pjcnjc and 

Social Committee : 

4 pp: 

9 March 1956. 

11/4/4~ Copy of form drawn up by Common''lealth Bank for 

Picnic Committee. 

1 p: 
13 March 1956; 

11/4/5. Pettigrews Pty. Ltd: Brunswick to Lewins: Encloses 

cheque for picnic. 

1 p: 
15 March 1956. 

11/4/6. E.H.Johns. Essendon to Lewins. Ditto: 

1 p. 

18 1-1a.rch 1956. 

11/4/7; Circular: Monster Building Trades Picnic: Sent to 

all building trade union stewards. Says the Picnic 

Committee includes reps. from the Painters, 

Plumbers, BWIU and Builders Laborers. Encloses a 

collection list; 

2 pp: 

Undated. 



o 

132. 

ll/4/8 Balm Paints. Pty. Ltd. to Lewins. Encloses a cheque 

for picnic. 

1 p. 

22 March 1956. 

ll/4/9. Lewins to Balm Paints. Receipt . 

1 p. 

23 }larch 1956. 

11/4/10. Statement of account from Conunonwealth Bank. 

1 envelope. 

22 }!arch 1956. 

1l/4/ll, Copies of letters asking for donations from 

a number of firms. 

8 pp. 

22 , 23 !'larch 1956. 

ll/4/12. List of more firms approached for donations. 

5 pp; 

Undated. 

ll/4/lJ. Souvenir programme. Sydney Trade Union Club. 

Sixth Annual Picnic. 

32 pp: 

25 March 1956, 

11/4/14. Cheque and receipt/ Wesco(Aust) Pty;Ltdllox Hill: 

2 pp: 

28 March 1956. 

11/4/15;' Ordnance Factory, Bendigo to Lewins. Says members 

can't attend picnic and so returns collection 

list. 
1 p: 

28 !'larch 1956: 

ll/4/16: Lewins to A.C. Mence Pty; Ltd. Melb: Encloses receip 

1 p. 

28 !'larch 1956. 



~. 13s. 

11/4/l7~ Rough co~ of Burstbridge picnic programme. 

5 pp •. 

Undated. 

1l/4/lS; Expenditure list and receipts. 

2 pp. 

Undated. 

1l/4/19: J .T.Holmes, l'iest Sunshine to Lewins; Returns 

collection list·; 

1 p. 

2 April 1956. 

1l!4!20: Lewins to C.Prosser, Carlton Football Club; Appeals 

for the loan of t,<o footballs for union picnic. 

1 p. 

6 April 1956. 

1l/4/21. Official programme. 

S PP. 
22 April 1956. 

11/4/22. Copies of admission tickets. 

3 tickets. 

22 April 1956: 

1l/4/23. rteceipt for cheque from Lewins. 

1 ~jay 1956. 

11/4/24~ Statement of receipts and expenditure. Building. 

Trades Ball; 

1 p. 

7 Dec. 1956; 

1l/4/25~ Plumbers and Gasfitters Union to LeNins. Requests 

a joint meeting of executives of the combined 

building unions to discuss the financial situation 

of the Building Harkers Picnic and Sgcial Committee. 

Complains that a catering firm is still owed £120 f 

for Dec. Ball. Suggests Committee should go into 

bankcruptcy. 
2 pp; 

28 JI'.ay 1957~ 

1l/4/26; R; Podesta.sec. BUilding ;,lorkers Picnic and 30ciill 

Committee to Le;lins. Says that following 

discussions.at a meeting of combined building union 

executives , it has been estimated that the deficit 

form the Building Trades.Ball and Picnic is approx. 

£200; Qfllli share is £50. Notes the subsequent 

sending of a cheque by the Painters. 
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