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University Of Melbourne. Faculty Of Economics And Commerce 
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CATEGORY University, official 
ACTIVITY University faculties, University Department 
  
DATE RANGE 1925-1961 
  
SIZE OF 
COLLECTION 

239 Boxes 

  
HISTORICAL 
NOTE 

The Faculty of Commerce, for "teaching and conducting research into 
science, and conducting tutorial, corresponding and extension classes", 
came into being under the provisions of the University Act of 1923 
(Section 28).The first meeting of the Faculty of Commerce was held on 
the 18th of December 1924. In the three months preceding this meeting, 
a committee of the members designate of the proposed Faculty met 
frequently to decide on the length and content of the proposed courses, 
subjects and lectures. The minutes of these meeting are alongside those 
of the later-formed Faculty. Professor C.S. Soper was Convenor and 
prime-mover of the Faculty Sub-Committee on the purpose of the 
Commerce degree. With 300 students in its first year (1925), it soon 
became one of the most influential in the Australian universities, exerting 
directly and indirectly a strong influence on Australian economic policy 
during and after the depression. By 1956 it included six Departments - 
Accountancy, Commerce, Economics, Economic History, Economic 
Research and Industrial Relations. At time of the creation of a Teaching 
Chair of Economics in December 1966, a department of Economic History 
was established. This led to the change of name of the Faculty to the 
Faculty of Economics and Commerce. As at 1997, the Faculty of 
Economics and Commerce administers the departments of Accounting 
and Finance, Economics, Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic and 
Social Research (founded in 1962), Business Development and Corporate 
History, Management and Industrial Relations and the Centre for 
Actuarial Studies. 

  
DATE OF 
TRANSFER 

1963 

  
ACCESS 
CONDITIONS 

Access: Restricted 



 

  
DESCRIPTION These records are chiefly centred on three personalities: Sir Douglas 

Berry Copland, Professor Lyndhurst Falkiner Giblin and Professor Gordon 
Leslie Wood; and include private papers concerning their research and 
extra-mural interests. Correspondence and general files 1925-1960; 
student's files 1929- 1960; examination files; Rockefeller files including 
applications, work done; Economic Society of Australia and New Zealand 
files; Victorian Employers' Federation files; analysis of industries files; 
Professor D.B. Copland material 1925-1938; Professor L.F. Giblin material 
1928-1938; Professor G.L. Wood material 1928-1938;; student enquiries 
and replies; lecture notes; articles; journals. 
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