MELBOURNE

THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE ARCHIVES

MAME OF
COLLECTIDN

AUSTRALIAN CONCILIATION AND ARBITRATION COMMISSION

ACCESSION NO

A.1994.0057

CATEGORY ~ Labour, organisations
ACTIVITY Trade union peak bodies
DATE RANGE  1985-1986
'SI1ZE OF 72 cms
COLLECTION
HISTORICAL In 1985 the Australian Conciliation and Arbitration Commissio began hearing
NOTE the case for deregistration of the Australian Building Construction Employees
and Builders Labourers' Federation (BLF). The case commenced with an
Application pursuant to the Building Industry Act of 1985 by the Australian
Government solicitor in September 1985. It finished in April 1986 with the
decision of the Full Bench which allowed the deregistration. There had been
several previous attempts to rein in the activities of the BLF by both State
and Federal Governments, including corruption charges against its most
famous official, Norm Gallagher. For events surrounding this case see the
Brian Boyd Collection.
DATE OF 8 April 1994
TRANSFER
ACCESS Access: Open
CONDITIONS
DESCRIPTION “Transcripts of proceedings in C. No. 1852 of 1985; Index to case; summary
of Minister's case against BLF; Application of Australian Government Solicitor, |
September 1985; Dept. of Employment and Industrial Relations background
notes on BLF; Statement, Declaration and Decision of Full Bench, 4 April
1986.
NOTE ON
COLLECTIONS
NOTE ON
LISTING
LISTED BY Suzanne Fairbanks

DATE

i 2 December 1994



UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE ARCHIVES

ACCESSION NO. 94 57

AUSTRALIAN CONCILIATION AND ARBITRATION COMMISSION:
TRANSCRIPT OF ABCE&BLF DEREGISTRATION PROCEEDINGS -

PROVENANCE NOTE:

DATE OF TRANSFER:

C. NO. 1852 OF 1985

Deregistration  proceedings against the
ABCE&BLF officially commenced in September
1985 with an Application pursuant to the
Building Industry Act 1985 by the
Australian Government Solicitor +to the
Australian Conciliation and Arbitration
Commission. Proceedings officially closed
on 4 April 1986 with the decision of the
Full Bench of the ACAC.

There had nevertheless been several
previous attempts by both State and Federal
Governments to rein in the activities of
the BLF, as well as corruption charges
against its most famous official, Norm

‘Gallagher. Action continued against the

Union as a consequence of the ACAC
decision.

The Transcript contained in this collection
is of the official case to determine
whether the BLF should be deregistered. For
the broader events leading up to this case
and following it, researchers should
consult the Brian Boyd Collection held by
University of Melbourne Archives.
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Archive Box Description
No. No.
1 Australian Conciliation and Arbitration

Commission, C No. 1852 of 1985:

The Minister of State for Employment and
Industrial Relations

and )

The Australian Building Construction Employees
and Builders Labourers Federation

Application Dby the . Minister of State for
Employment and Industrial Relations, pursuant to
section 4 of the Building Industry Act 1985 for
a declaration

Mr Justice Ludeke
Mr Justice Alley
Mr Commissioner Maher

Transcript of Proceedings:

1/1 1 File 1, pp. 1-2¢66. Commencing Monday 16

' September 1985 ~ 1 November 1985.

1/2 File 2, pp. 267-537, 4 November - 7 November
1985.

1/3 File 3, pp. 538-750, 8-19 November 1985.

1/4 File 4, pp. 751-1052, 20 November -2 December
1985.

1/5 2 + File 5, pp. 1053-1302, 3-6 December 1985.

1/6 File 6, pp. 1303-1482, 9-10 December 1985.

1/7 File 7, pp. 1483-1707a, li~l3 December 1985.

1/8 File 8, pp. 1708-2063, 8-13 January 1986.

1/9 3 File 9, pp. 2064-2399, 14-17 January 1986.

1/10 File 10, pp. 2400-2791, 20-24 January 1986.

1/11 File 11, pp. 2792-3023, 6-7 February 1986.

1/12 File 12/ pp. 3024-3246, 20-21 February 1986.

1/13 4 File 13, pp. 3247-3523, 24-27 February 1986.
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No. No.

1/14 File 14, pp. 3524-3780, 28 February-21 March
1986.

1/15 File 15, pp. 3781-4082, 13-17 March 1986.

1/16 File 16, pp. 4083-4278, 18-19 March 1986.

1/17 5 File 17, pp. 4279-4449, 20-21 March 1986.

2 Index to ACAC C. No. 1852 of 1985

2/1 Contents index to Transcript, pp. 1-3605.
Includes detailed one page index to pp. 1-41.
See also complete index to pp. 1-4449 in 3/3
below. '

3 BLF Deregistration proceedings: summary of
Minister's case '
[Originally in one set; now in three files]

3/1 File 1:
1. Chronology BLF Deregistration 1985/86;
2. Commonwealth opening submissions;
3. Commonwealth closing submissions;

3/2 File 2:
4. Exhibits relevant to Commonwealth closing
submissions;

3/3 6 File 3:
5. Index to transcript of proceedings, pp.1l-
4449;
6. BLF closing written submissions (26 March
1986) ;
7. Commonwealth Response to those submissions.

4 Australian Government Selicitor, Victoria,
Application pursuant to Building Industry Act
1985 /

4/1 Application and annexures of the Australian
Government Solicitor, Victoria, © September 1985
to the - Industrial Registrar, Australian
Conciliation and Arbitration Commission:
Application pursuant to Building Industry Act
1985. ’

5 Department of Employment and Industrial



UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE ARCHIVES

ACAC TRANSCRIPT OF BLF DEREGISTRATION

Archive Box
No. No.

Description

5/1

6/1

6/2

6/3

Relations, Background Notes on BLF, July 1985

The Building Industry and the Builders
Labourers' Federation: Background Notes 1976~
1985, Prepared by Department of Employment and
Industrial Relations, July 1985. Includes a time
line: Builders' Labourers' Federation - Recent
History, no date, no author.

Decision of ACAC on the BLF Deregistration, 4
April 1986.

Statement by the Full Bench, 4 April 1986 (two
copies).

Declaration of the ACAC pursuant to Section 4 of
the Building Industry Act 1985 in the matter of
the Australian Building Construction Employees'
and Builders Labourers' Federation, C. No. 1852
of 1985 (two copies). 4 April 1986.

Decision of the ACAC pursuant to Section 4 of
the Building Industry Act 1985 in the matter of
the Australian Building Construction Employees'
and Builders Labourers' Federation, C. No. 1852
of 1985 (two copies). 4 April 1986.

Suzanne Fairbanks
Labour Archivist

2 December 1994

unions\acactran.lst



