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HISTORICAL 

NOTE 

Kenneth Rivett was born and educated in Melbourne. He studied at the 

University of Melbourne and received his Ph.D. in Economics in 1945. A 

dedicated pacifist he became a prominent and outspoken campaigner for 

world peace. He was co-secretary of the Australian Peace Pledge Union 

from 1938 and active in support of conscientious objectors to compulsory 

military service and later conscription during World War II. 

  

DATE OF 

TRANSFER 

1981 – 1987 (3 donations) 

  

ACCESS 

CONDITIONS 

Open 

  

DESCRIPTION Private correspondence with other pacifists (including Aldous Huxley, 

Brian Fitzpatrick, Vance Palmer) ; pamphlets, journals & magazines; 

Australian Peace Pledge Union correspondence, circulars, newsletters; 

Christian pacifist movement reports, papers, correspondence and circulars 
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COLLECTIONS 

Those journal collections available in public libraries have been 

discarded. They are: Dissent (October 1961 – Winter 1967); Observer 

(August 1959 – March 1961); Arena (September – December 1963); 

Outlook – An Independent Socialist Magazine (August 1960 – December 

1970); Voice February (1955 – August 1956); Retrieval April 1971 – May 

1975; Nation May 1959 – July 1972.  
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 1 Conscientious objection to military service 1938-1981 
    

1 1/1 Correspondence concerning conscientious objection to 

military service; a petition to Prime Minister John Curtin on 

the ‘Liberty of Conscience’ 

1940 – 1944 

 1/2 Correspondence, circulars, reports of meetings on, and 

organisations involved with, opposition to conscientious 

objection to military service  

1938 – 1939 

 1/3 Correspondence with government ministers and members of 

parliament concerning conscientious objection 

1939 – 1941 

 1/4 Rivett’s personal papers concerning conscientious objection 1942 

 1/5 Paper on experience of compulsory military service ca 1940 

 1/6 Circulars, reports, leaflets on conscientious objection, 

statutory rules under the National Service Act 1959-40 

1939 – 1940 

 1/7 Draft pamphlet on conscientious objection ca 1939 

 1/8 Survey of newspaper reports on conscientious objection 1942 – 1944 

 1/9 Comments on thesis on conscientious objection 1981  

 1/10 Press cuttings on compulsory military service 1938 – 1940 

 1/11 Press cuttings on compulsory military service 1939 – 1940 

 1/12 Press cuttings on compulsory military service 1938 – 1940  

    

 2 Pacifist movement: correspondence, newsletters, booklets 1939-1946 

    

 2/1 Correspondence with Joan Chadwick travelling secretary of 

the pacifist movement; a personal newsletter of Joan 

Chadwick circulated within the pacifist movement 1942 – 

1943. 

1942 – 1943 

    

2 2/2 Christian pacifist movement (Victoria) correspondence and 

circulars 

1939 – 1944 

 2/3 Australian Peace Pledge Union (APPU) notices of meetings 

& minutes 

1942– 1946 

 2/4 Circulars, notices on peace, social justice and human rights 

issues sent to pacifist groups by Australian Peace Pledge 

Union (APPU) 

1940 – 1941 

 2/5 War Resisters International (Victorian Branch) list of 

correspondents 

n/a 

 2/6 International Peace Campaign circulars and reports 1939 

 2/7 Society of Friends correspondence, circulars 1939 -1942 

 2/8 Victorian Youth Council and Parliament of Youth 1940 

 2/9 The Danish Council  1944 

 2/10 Famine and food relief 1942  

    

 3 Correspondence between Rivett and individual pacifists 1937-1945 

    

 3/1 Correspondence to individual pacifists 1937 – 1943 

 3/2 Correspondence from individual pacifists 1937 – 1943 
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3 3/3 Correspondence to individual pacifists 1939 – 1943 

 3/4 Correspondence from individual pacifists 1939 – 1943 

 3/5 Correspondence between Rivett and other pacifists 1938 – 1944 

 3/6 Correspondence between Rivett and other pacifists 1938 1943 

 3/7 Correspondence between Rivett and other pacifists 1937 – 1943 

 3/8   Correspondence between Rivett and other pacifists 1938 – 1945 

    

 3/9 Correspondence with Eleanor Moore including discussions 

on  pacifism, conscientious objection, Australia’s 

participation in WW II 

1938 – 1939 

    

 4 Correspondence with Australian pacifist groups and 

their representatives 

1930-1942 

    

 4/1 Correspondence to Rivett from Australian pacifist groups 1930 – 1942 

 4/2 Correspondence to Rivett from representatives of pacifist 

groups 

1939 – 1941 

    

 5 Correspondence with international pacifist groups 1938-1944 

    

4 5/1 Circulars, reports from international pacifist groups 1938 – 1940 

 5/2 Correspondence from international pacifist groups to Rivett 1938 – 1944 

 5/3 Correspondence from international pacifist groups  to Rivett 1939 – 1940 

    

 6 Correspondence to and from organisations, members of 

parliament and local councils, clergy, individuals 

1938-1942 

    

 6/1 Correspondence with members of parliament, councillors 

and clergy 

1938 – 1940 

 6/2 Correspondence to organisations and individuals. 1938 – 1940 

    

 6/3 Correspondence from organisations and individuals. 1939 – 1942 

 6/4 Correspondence concerning printing, sale of booklets and 

other business matters 

1939 – 1941 

    

 7 Development aid, human rights and social order and 

justice 

1909-1983 

    

5 7/1 Campaigns for Aboriginal rights – booklets, circulars, 

broadsheets 

1947 – 1972  

 7/2 Booklets, circulars on civil liberties 1937 – 1961 

 7/3 Freedom from Hunger Campaign, newsletters, circulars.  1974 – 1983 

 7/4 Booklets, circulars on secular education, social justice, world 

political orders 

1955-  1975 

 7/5A Action for World Development Newsletter 1980 – 1983 

 7/5B Action for World Development – Information folders 1976 

 7/6 Overseas Service Bureau, bulletins, booklets, reports 1965 – 1980 
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 7/7 Booklets, circulars on politics and political organisations, 

economic issues 

1937 – 1974 

 7/8 International development action – relation between rich and 

poor countries. 

1971 – 1977 

6 7/9 Australian Council of Civil Liberties Civil Liberty February 

1940 – October 1956 (incomplete); Bulletin of the Australian 

Committee for Cultural Freedom Nov – Dec 1956; “The 

Threat to Freedom” address to Congress for Cultural 

Freedom, 1954;.  

1940 – 1956 

 7/10 Assorted bulletins, broadsheets & newsletters concerning 

religious & pacifist issues 

1942 – 1968 

 7/11 Force Ten – programs about development aid projects 

sponsored by the Australian Council of Churches & 

Australian  Catholic Relief 

1969 – 1983 

 7/12 Assorted booklets ranging over economic & social justice, 

civil liberties and war atrocities. 

1909 – 1972 

    

7 7/13  Save the Children Fund magazine The World’s Children 

March 1973 – December 1977 

1973 – 1977 

 7/14 Save Our Children Fund Victorian Division Newsletter 

Coorlinga. 

1972 – 1978 

 7/15 United Nations Children’s Fund Australia Committee 

information brochures. 

1978 – 1983 

 7/16 Action for World Development: discussion papers, reports 

booklets on church participation. 

1972 – 1978 

 7/17 Community Aid Abroad, Journal Oct 1962 – August 1968 1962 – 1968 

 7/18 Community Aid Abroad, Journal Oct 1962 – August 1968 1962 – 1968 

    

8 7/19  Community Aid Abroad, Now. March 1959 – September 

1962 

1959 – 1962 

 7/20 Religious Society of Friends, Sydney Regional Newsletter 1977 – 1983 

 7/21 Peace Pledge Union, Pacifist, April 1961 – March 1966 1961 – 1966 

 7/22 Newsletter, Background Information, issued by Consulate 

General of Israel on that country’s relations with other 

Middle East Countries.  

 

    

 8 War, world peace and related issues 1918-1982 

    

9 8/1 Assorted booklets ranging over war and peace, national 

security, foreign policy & civil liberties 

1946 - 1968 

 8/2 Assorted booklets ranging over war and peace, national 

security, foreign policy & civil liberties   

1918 – 1982 

 8/3 Comment a journal of political and international comment (4 

issues) 

1976 – 1967 

 8/4  Booklets on issues of war and peace, disarmament, pacifism 1940 – 1970 

 8/5 Assorted leaflets and pamphlets on war and peace, 

disarmament, pacifism. 

1965 -1975 

 8/6 Assorted leaflets and pamphlets on war resistance, nuclear 

weapons, vegetarian society, women and peace, humane 
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education 

    

 9 Vietnam war 1965-1975 

    

10 9/1A Assorted leaflets, newsletters, bulletins, news cuttings, 

notices of protests on the Vietnam war  

1965 - 1967 

 9/1B Assorted leaflets, newsletters, bulletins, news cuttings, 

notices of protests on the Vietnam war 

1965 - 1967 

 9/2 Booklets and discussion papers on the Vietnam War 1965 -1970 

 9/3  Journals and magazines concerned with the Vietnam War: 

Pacific – War - Peace – International Cooperation (2 issues 

July 1966, September 1968); Vietnam Magazine May 1970 – 

May 1973 

1966 - 1973 

 9/4 Press releases  of the Vietnam Embassy Canberra 1972 - 1975 

 9/5 Vietnam Action Committee Newsletter 1966 - 1969 

    

11 9/6 Vietnam News Bulletin issued by Embassy of Republic of 

Vietnam (September 1967 – May 1968) 

1967 -1968 

 9/7 Vietnam News Bulletin issued by Embassy of Republic of 

Vietnam (May 1968 – July 1969) 

1968 – 1968\9 

 9/8 News Bulletin issued by Embassy of Republic of Vietnam 

(August 1979 – February 1970) 

1969 - 1970 

 9/9 Vietnam News Bulletin issued by Embassy of Republic of 

Vietnam (March 1970 – January 1975) 

1970 - 1975 

    

 10 Peace News – International Pacifist Weekly 1957-1973 

    

12 10/1 Peace News – International Pacifist Weekly 25 October, 

1957 – 12 August,1960. No 1113 - 1259 

1957 - 1960 

13 10/2 Peace News – International Pacifist Weekly, 19 August, 

1960 – 19 April, 1963. No 1260 - 1399 

1960 - 1963 

14 10/3 Peace News – International Pacifist Weekly, 26 April, 1963 

– 19 March, 1965. No 1440 - 1499 

1963 – 1965 

15 10/4 Peace News – International Pacifist Weekly 26 March, 1965 

– 7 July, 1967. No 1550 - 1619 

1965 - 1967 

16 10/5 Peace News – International Pacifist Weekly 14 July, 1967 – 

2 January, 1970. No 1620 - 1749 

1967 - 1970 

17 10/6 Peace News – International Pacifist Weekly 9 January, 1970 

– 25 February, 1972. No 1750 - 1859 

1970 - 1972 

18 10/7 Peace News – International Pacifist Weekly, 3 March, 1972 

– 26 October – 26 October, 1973. No 1860 -1945. 

1972 - 1973 
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