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Creator's Historical Note

Previous Control Number: UA302 The Faculty of Commerce, for "teaching and conducting research
into science, and conducting tutorial, corresponding and extension classes", came into being under the
provisions of the University Act of 1923 (Section 28). The first meeting of the Faculty of Commerce
was held on the 18th of December 1924. In the three months preceding this meeting, a committee of
the members designate of the proposed Faculty met frequently to decide on the length and content of
the proposed courses, subjects and lectures. The minutes of these meeting are alongside those of the
later-formed Faculty. Professor C.S. Soper was Convenor and prime-mover of the Faculty
Sub-Committee on the purpose of the Commerce degree. With 300 students in its first year (1925), it
soon became one of the most influential in the Australian universities, exerting directly and indirectly a
strong influence on Australian economic policy during and after the depression. By 1956 it included six
Departments - Accountancy, Commerce, Economics, Economic History, Economic Research and
Industrial Relations. At time of the creation of a Teaching Chair of Economics in December 1966, a
department of Economic History was established. This led to the change of name of the Faculty to the
Faculty of Economics and Commerce. As at 1997, the Faculty of Economics and Commerce
administers the departments of Accounting and Finance, Economics, Melbourne Institute of Applied
Economic and Social Research (founded in 1962), Business Development and Corporate History,
Management and Industrial Relations and the Centre for Actuarial Studies. The Faculty changed its
name from the Faculty of Economics and Commerce to the Faculty of Business and Economics in
January 2010. Previous Control Number: UA302

Date Range of 1976-1977

Collection/Series

Size/Extent 1 box (0.08 m)

Access Conditions Access: Restricted

Scope and Content of Collection/Series

Previous Control Number: UM621. A series description will need to be developed based on the
committee's terms of reference
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description
2014.0124 2014.0124.0001 Faculty of Economics 1976 Bound volume
Unit 1 and Commerce

Steering Committee
2014.0124 2014.0124.0002 Faculty of Economics 1977 Bound volume
Unit 1 and Commerce

Steering Committee
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