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HISTORICAL 
NOTE 

The History of the University Unit formed in 1995 to support the writing 
of John Poynter and Carolyn Rasmussen’s A Place Apart: The University 
of Melbourne, Decades of Challenge, (Melbourne University Press, 
1996).  
 
After that project was completed, the Unit continued to promote and 
facilitate research and publication about these histories, organise seminars 
and publish working papers.  
 
In the lead up to the university’s sesquicentenary, the Unit became the 
150th Committee, administering a series of grants supporting new 
projects, and a series of events held throughout the year. 
 
In 2010 it restructured, employing a part-time academic as a Research 
Officer and moving into the University’s Engagement portfolio. It 
continues to facilitate events, and publishes new research. 
 
Throughout its history it has supported three separate oral history projects. 
The earliest was undertaken to support Poytner and Rasmussen’s history. 
A second project was undertaken by Rasmussen on student leaders. The 
most recent group of interviews were undertaken by the Unit to record 
interviews with significant long-standing members of staff. 
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DESCRIPTION History of the University Unit oral history project records including c.68 

interviews of people connected with the University of Melbourne 
recorded on audio cassettes. Included are incomplete sets of digital copies 
of interview recordings on CDs, transcripts and release forms and one file 
of administrative information.Includes recordings of interviews with 
and/or transcripts of recordings of interviews with: Laurie Bebbington, 
Concetta Benn, David Caro, Hilary Charlesworth, Robert Clark, Jennifer 
Crew, Daryl Dawson, Kwong Lee Dow, June Factor, Julian Gardner, 
Margaret Greene, Gwendolen Grimwade, Mary-Anne Hartley, Bruce 
Hartnett, Janet Hase, Brian Howe, Barry Owen Jones, Max Lay, Mary 
Lugton, J.A.C. Mackie, Simon Marginson, Rosalind McMillan, Hilary 
McPhee, Howard Nathan, Judith Parker, Jim Potter, Ian Andrew Renard, 
W.D. Richardson, Stan Scott, Phillip Allan Swain, Peter George Thorne, 
Janice B. Stockigt, Phillip Swain, Jo Wainer, Peter Willis, Vera Bradford, 
Archibald Glenn, John Poynter, Tom Acheson, Colin Badger, Nina 
Christesen, Ernest Coates, Zelman Cowen, James Darling, Gwen and 
Hume Dow, Barbara Falk, Louis Goldberg, Phillip Law, Ray Marginson, 
Bob Priestley, R.J.W. Selleck, Sydney Sunderland, Len Weickhardt, John 
Willett, Henry Atkinson, A.T.J. Bell, Audrey Cahn, John Coghlan, Max 
Ferguson, Morag Fraser, Andrew Hewett, Joan Nanson, Geoffrey Opat, 
Alison Patrick, Rod Quantock, Marjorie Tipping. 
 

  
NOTE ON 
COLLECTIONS 

Each interview record may include several components, including: 
original interview recording on audiocassette; digital copy of interview 
recording on CD, transcript and release forms. Not every component is 
available for each interview and thus access to interviews in the collection 
varies depending on availability of digital recording and access 
conditions. 

  
NOTE ON 
LISTING 

To request material from this collection, please note which components 
are available and note the unit number which is shown in italic in the 
description field, below.  

  
LISTED BY  
DATE  
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Series Table of Contents  

 
Series 1 Transcribed interviews    
Series 2 Audio recording only   
Series 3 Interviews that predate ethics 

procedures 
  

Series 4 Unreleased interviews   
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1 1 Ms Laurie Bebbington, interviewed by Dr Carolyn 

Rasmussen, 30 October 2002 [note also audio recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassette 
(Unit 1) & CD copy (Unit 5) 
 

30 October 2002 

 1 Concetta Benn, interviewed by Helen Murray and 
Margaret Healy, 22 March 2010. 
Transcript (Unit 3); No AV or consent form 
 

22 March 2010 

 1 Professor-Emeritus David Caro, interviewed by 
Professor-Emeritus Rod Home, 8 July 2010. [note also 
audio recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassette 
(Unit 1) – No CD copy 
 

8 July 2010 

 1 Professor Hilary Charlesworth, interviewed by Dr 
Carolyn Rasmussen, Wednesday 10 July 2002 [note also 
audio recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassette 
(Unit 1) & CD copy (Unit 5) 
 

10 July 2002 

 1 Mr Robert Clark MP, interviewed by Dr Carolyn 
Rasmussen for the Student Activists Oral History Project, 
27 August 2002 [note also audio recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassette 
(Unit 1) & CD copy (Unit 5) 
 

27 August 2002 

 1 Mrs Jennifer Crew, telephone interview by Dr Carolyn 
Rasmussen, 26 February 2002. [note also audio 
recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassette 
(Unit 1) & CD copy (Unit 5) 
 

26 February 2002 

 1 Sir Daryl Dawson, interviewed by Dr Carolyn 
Rasmussen, 21 October 2004. [note also audio recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassette 
(Unit 1) & CD copy (Unit 5) 
 

21 October 2004 

 1 Professor Kwong Lee Dow, interviewed by Professor 
R.J.W. Selleck, 7 April 2009. 
CD (Unit 5); No Transcript and consent form 
 

7 April 2009 

 1 Dr June Factor, interviewed by Professor Kate Darian-
Smith, 8 March 2010 
Transcript (Unit 3); No AV or consent form 
 

8 March 2010 

 1 Mr Julian Gardner, Victorian Public Advocate, 17 October 2002 
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interviewed by Dr Carolyn Rasmussen, 17 October 2002. 
[note also audio recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassette 
(Unit 1) & CD copy (Unit 5) 
 

 1 Margaret Greene interviewed by Peter Tregear, 28 
September 2009. [note also audio recording] 
Transcript (Unit 3); CD (Unit 5); Compact cassette (Unit 
1); No Consent form  
 

28 September 
2009 

 1 Gwendolen Grimwade interviewed by Julie Tester, 5 July 
1999. 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); No AV 
 

5 July 1999 

 1 Mary-Anne Hartley, interviewed by Carolyn Rasmussen 
on Tuesday 22 January 2002 [note also audio recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassette 
(Unit 1) & CD copy (Unit 5) 
 

22 January 2002 

 1 Mr Bruce Hartnett, interviewed by Dr Carolyn 
Rasmussen, 21 November 2003 [note also audio 
recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassette 
(Unit 1); No CD copy 
 

21 November 
2003 

 1 Janet Hase, formally Janet Buck, interviewed by Carolyn 
Rasmussen, Wednesday 24 July 2002. [note also audio 
recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassette 
(Unit 1) & CD copy (Unit 5) 
 

24 July 2002 

 1 Mr Brian Howe, former Deputy Prime Minister of 
Australia, interviewed by Dr Carolyn Rasmussen, 21 
October 2002. [note also audio recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassette 
(Unit 1) & CD copy (Unit 5) 
 

21 October 2002 

 1 Barry Owen Jones, interviewed by Dr Carolyn 
Rasmussen, 12 August 2002. [note also audio recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassette 
(Unit 1) & CD copy (Unit 5) 
 

12 August 2002 

 1 Max Lay, interviewed by Dr Carolyn Rasmussen, 9 
September 2002. [note also audio recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassette 
(Unit 1) & CD copy (Unit 5) 
 

9 September 2002 

 1 Mary Lugton interviewed by Professor Rod Home, 29 29 April 2010 
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April 2010.  
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); No AV 
 

 1 Professor-Emeritus J.A.C. Mackie, interviewed by 
Associate-Professor Charles Coppel, 1 July 1999. [note 
also audio recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassettes 
x 2-Tape 1 & 2  (Unit 1); No CD copy 
 

1 July 1999 

 1 Professor Simon Marginson, interviewed by Dr Carolyn 
Rasmussen, 26 February 2002. [note also audio 
recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassette 
(Unit 1) & CD copy (Unit 5) 
 

26 February 2002 

 1 Rosalind McMillan, interviewed by Dr Carolyn 
Rasmussen, 25 February 2005. [note also audio 
recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassette 
(Unit 1) & CD copy (Unit 5) 
 

25 February 2005 

 1 Hilary McPhee, interviewed by Dr Carolyn Rasmussen, 
18 December 2001. [note also audio recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassette 
(Unit 1) & CD copy (Unit 5) 
 

18 December 
2001 

 1 Justice Howard Nathan, interviewed by Dr Carolyn 
Rasmussen, 28 August 2002. [note also audio recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassette 
(Unit 1) & CD copy (Unit 5) 
 

28 August 2002 

 1 Professor Judith Parker interviewed by Madonna Grehan, 
5 May 2009. 
Transcript (Unit 3); CD copy (Unit 5); No Consent form 
or Compact Cassette 
 

5 May 2009 

 1 Jim Potter interviewed by Professor J.R. Poynter, 16 and 
19 July 1999. [note also audio recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassettes 
x 3- Tapes 1, 2, & 3 (Unit 1); No CD copy 
 

16 and 19 July 
1999 

 1 Ian Andrew Renard, interviewed by Dr Carolyn 
Rasmussen, 19 October 2004. [note also audio recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); CD copy (Unit 5); 
No Compact Cassette 
 

19 October 2004 

 1 W.D. Richardson, interviewed by Drs Juliet Flesch and 
Cecily Close, 19 January 2009. [note also audio 

19 January 2009 
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recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); CD copies x3 
duplicates (Unit 5); No Compact Cassettes 
 

 1 Stan Scott, interviewed by Dr Cecily Close, 24 
September 2009. [note also audio recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); No AV 
 

24 September 
2009 

 1 Phillip Allan Swain, interviewed by Carole Hamilton-
Barwick, 30 November 2011. 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); No AV 
 

30 November 
2011 

 1 Professor Peter George Thorne, interviewed by Dr 
Carolyn Rasmussen, 13 November 2001. 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); No AV 
 

13 November 
2001 

 1 Janice B. Stockigt, Conversations with Jiří Tancibudek 
Faculty of Music, University of Melbourne. Includes 
Janice Stockigt, ‘It was a dream for me to have a piece by 
Martinů: Jiří Tancibudek and Concerto for Oboe and 
Small Orchestra’, Bohuslav Martinů Newsletter, May–
August 2002. [note also audio recording] 
Transcript (Unit 3); Compact cassettes x 3- Tapes 1, 2, & 
3 (Unit 1); No Consent form; No CD Copies 
 

May–August 
2002 

 1 Jo Wainer, interviewed by Dr Carolyn Rasmussen, 24 
September 2002. [note also audio recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassette 
(Unit 1) & CD copy (Unit 5) 
 

24 September 
2002 

 1 Peter Willis, interviewed by Dr Carolyn Rasmussen, 14 
October 2002. [note also audio recording] 
Transcript and consent form (Unit 3); Compact cassette 
(Unit 1) & CD copy (Unit 5) 
 

14 October 2002 

    
    
 2 Vera Bradford, interviewed by J. Newton and J. Stockigt 

Transcript (short note) and consent form (Unit 3); 
Compact cassette (Unit 1); No CD Copy 
 

2 December 1997 

 2 Sir Archibald Glenn, interviewed by Professor Len 
Stevens 
CD copy (Unit 5); No Transcript or consent form; No 
Compact Cassette 
 

2010 

  Professor John Poynter, interviewed by Professor Stuart 
Macintyre and Dr Carolyn Rasmussen 

20 January 2005 
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Consent form (Unit 3); CD Copies x 3 (Unit 5); Compact 
Cassette- Tape 1 of 2 (Unit 1) - tape 2 missing ; No 
Transcript 
 

    
    
 3 Dr Tom Acheson, interviewed by Dr Carolyn Rasmussen 

CD Copies x 3 (Unit 5); No Transcript or consent form; 
No Compact Cassette 
 

13 December 
1993 

 3 Colin Badger, interviewed by Professor John Poynter 
Compact cassettes x 2- Tapes 1 & 2 (Unit 1); No 
Transcript or Consent form; No CD Copies 
  

9 November 1992 

 3 Nina Christesen, interviewed by Dr Carolyn Rasmussen 
Compact cassettes x 4- Tapes 1 & 2 (x2 copies) (Unit 1); 
CD copy- on compile (Unit 5); No Transcript or consent 
form 
 

11 November 
1992 

    
 3 Sir Ernest Coates, interviewed by Professor John Poynter 

Compact cassettes x 3 (Unit 1) (one of these has low 
volume, other is copy of ‘audible part’); CD Copy- on 
compile (Unit 5); No Transcript or consent form 
 

12 November 
1991 

 3 Professor Emeritus Sir Zelman Cowen, interviewed by 
Professor John Poynter and Don Markwell 
Compact cassette (Unit 2); CD copy- on compile (Unit 
5); No Transcript or consent form 
 

10 December 
1996 

 3 Sir James Darling, interviewed by Professor John 
Poynter and Dr Carolyn Rasmussen 
Compact cassette x 2- duplicate tapes (Unit 2); CD copy- 
on compile (Unit 5); No Transcript or consent form 
 

24 April 1992 
 

 3 Gwen and Hume Dow, interviewed by Dr Carolyn 
Rasmussen 
Compact cassette x 4- Tapes 1 & 2- 2 x copies (Unit 2); 
CD copy- on compile (Unit 5); No Transcript or consent 
form 
 

6 November 1992 

 3 Dr Barbara Falk, interviewed by Dr Carolyn Rasmussen 
Compact cassette (Unit 2); CD copy- on compile (Unit 
5); No Transcript or consent form 
 

4 December 1991 

 3 Emeritus Professor Louis Goldberg 
Compact cassettes x 4- tapes 1, 2, 3 & 4 (Unit 2); 
CD copy- on compile (Unit 5); No Transcript or consent 

c.1994 
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form 
 

 3 Dr Phillip Law, interviewed by Professor John Poynter 
Compact cassettes x 3- Tapes 1 & 2, and 1 x copy (Unit 
2) 
CD copy- on compile (Unit 5); No Transcript or consent 
form 
 

31 February 1992 

 3 Dr Ray Marginson, interviewed by Dr Carolyn 
Rasmussen 
Compact cassettes x 2- tapes 1 & 2 (Unit 2); No 
Transcript or consent form; No CD copies 
 

22 September 
1995 

 3 Dr Ray Marginson, interviewed by Professor Peter 
McPhee 
Compact cassette (Unit 2); No Transcript or consent 
form; No CD copy 
 

30 July 1995 

 3 [R] Bob Priestley, interviewed by Dr Carolyn Rasmussen 
Compact cassette x 4- Tapes 1 & 2- 2 x copies (Unit 2); 
CD copy- on compile (Unit 5); No Transcript or consent 
form 
 

17 November 
1993 

 3 Professor R.J.W. Selleck 
Compact cassettes x 2- duplicates (Unit 2); CD copy- on 
compile (Unit 5); No Transcript or consent form 
 

24 July 1997 

 3 Sir Sydney Sunderland, interviewed by Professor John 
Poynter and Dr Carolyn Rasmussen 
Compact cassettes x 2- duplicates (Unit 2); CD copy- on 
compile (Unit 5); No Transcript or consent form 
 

20 September 
1991 

 3 Professor Len Weickhardt, interviewed by Professor John 
Poynter 
Compact cassette (Unit 2); CD copy- on compile (Unit 
5); No Transcript or consent form 
 

6 November 1998 

 3 Professor John Willett 
Compact cassette (Unit 2); No Transcript or consent 
form; No CD copy 
 

20 October 1991 

    
    
 4 Henry Atkinson, interviewed by Louise Murray  

No Transcript or consent form; No AV 
6 September, 20 
September, 18 
October, 29 
November, 2007; 
17 April 2008. 
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 4 A.T.J. Bell 

Transcript (Unit 4); Compact cassettes x 2- Tapes 1 & 2; 
No Consent form; No CD copy 
 

14 February 1999 

 4 Audrey Cahn, interviewed by Julie Tester 
Transcript (Unit 4); Compact cassettes x 4- Ivs 1, 2, 3 & 
4 (Unit 2); No Consent form- states ‘awaiting consent 
form’ in transcription; No CD copies 
 

May–July 1999 

 4 Professor John Coghlan, interviewed by Dr James 
Waghorne 
Transcript (Unit 4); CD Copy (Unit 5); No Consent 
form; No Cassette copy 
 

29 September 
2008 

 4 Mr Max Ferguson, interviewed by Professor John 
Poynter 
Transcript (Unit 4); Compact cassettes x 3- Tapes 1, 2, & 
3 (Unit 2); No Consent form- states ‘awaiting consent 
form’ in transcription; No CD copies 
 

3 September 1999 

 4 Morag Fraser, interviewed by Dr Carolyn Rasmussen 
Transcript (Unit 4); Compact Cassette (Unit 2); CD 
Copy (Unit 5); No consent form 
 

27 October 2004 

 4 Andrew Hewett, interviewed by Dr Carolyn Rasmussen 
Compact Cassette (Unit 1); CD Copy (Unit 5);No 
transcript or consent form 
 

20 April 2005 

 4 Miss Joan Nanson, interviewed by Julie Tester  
Transcript (Unit 4); Compact Cassettes x 2 – Tapes 1 & 
2) (Unit 2); No Consent form; No CD copy 
 

8 May 1999 

 4 Geoffrey Opat, interviewed by Dr Carolyn Rasmussen 
Transcript (Unit 4); Compact Cassettes x 2 – Tapes 1 & 
2) (Unit 2); CD copies x 2- (Parts 1, 2,& 3); No consent 
form 
 

22 October 2001 

 4 Alison Patrick, interviewed by Professor Pat Grimshaw 
and Dr Jane Carey 
Transcript (Unit 4); Compact Cassette (Unit 2); CD 
Copy on compile (Unit 5); No consent form 
 

19 August 1999 

 4 Rod Quantock, interviewed by Dr Carolyn Rasmussen 
Transcript (Unit 4); Compact Cassette (Unit 2); CD 
Copy (Unit 5); No consent form 
 

19 December 
2001 

 4 Dr Marjorie Tipping MBE, interviewed by Dr Julie 
Tester [7 tapes] 

3 May to 3 July 
1999 
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Transcript (Unit 4); Compact Cassettes x 8 (Unit 2); No 
consent form; No CD Copies 
 
 

    
    
    
    
    
    
 

E N D 
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