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Tonlieht 1 want to say & Tow words about Footrot. Recently farmers have
beeane mueh more monselous of this disease and of the negsssity of

gétting »id of 1t. The ﬁifﬁvjuﬁ« is doing evaryt:ing possible %o help
gproad - Knowledge and awsriness of the diseess, Thega schosls of instrudt ion
have visited a8 ~to<vislt Vasey Cssterton, idenhope, Yscurthay
and Fenshurst,

Yo ull know thut the dissase sttecks o eertelin pert of & shewups hoof,
we know that the germ 18 extremely virulent end thet undsr condltions
of warm moist pasture it oan spread rapidly ceusling grest demnge to
the floeks Vo know that the germ ean live for & maximum of only two

- wéeks in the paddocks under the most fevoureble conditiond, If &n
area is emptied of sheup for thet time it will be free of footrot.
However the garam een lle dorment in a sheep's hoof for a very long
time boing ready to bresk out when the right conditions oeccur. It ia
the presence eénd detection of such carriers thaet nakes sbdeolute ocure
80 diffioult.

Footret centrol has pumber one driority sumongst CoTiwsd.snoisntists
but it 1s unlikely that any “cay ocure will be founrd. Broed prineipsls
of control have been developed, the hoof must be pared andlAssled

‘with disinfectant érd oncs exposed the germ is essily killed, but

the germ must be expoped and thats where hHand vork comes in. Seoaturs
used Tor psring should be ¢lesned between szheep vwhieh mmukt should

£11 be put through a foot bath of formelin or bluestome inuedlstely
after paring and affected =heed periodiieally tharvafter. Infected sheep
muzs be isolated, Vhere poesible sheep thet heve boen treated should
be roturned to olesn paddocke.

Tvo types of sheep orsdle heve recsently been put on the market. There
is 2 singls sheep unit for smeller properties and s larger windleuss
lice meeching thet holds four sheep at & time where larger numbers

gre to be trested. Berly in the yesr befors fdet hsve beoome hard it
is poselble Tor Tour menm to trest ROON) sheep o day with this last
meehine, This would be &n impossidle target for four men without the
sheep eradle. The gingle sheep unit een be used &t the end of any race.
It sutes out sll the hamd physictl work and makes it possible for one
men to do one hundres and Tifty shéep in en aversge day. This is
sgein en imposeible targethy the Old method of drezging shzép out of
& estelling pen.

Although the fectls of footrot are convon kuowledge fow of us reslise the
real 00st that the dlsénse csuses the nution. Hany people &re contént
‘with pariodie tresatment when the didsuse iz bad. Such trestment is &
recurring expense, which while the disecse remains will never end,

That the disease osn be arsdliosted haps bean proved but 1t hes only besn
dome on those farms that heve 2iven the jJob of footrot cure nunber

one priority. “ueh people have found that intense slfopt over shorter
periods of time ie ocheaper and mors benéfliclel then periodic attacks
that serve only to control and not to oure,

There ars gamy diffieulties in Footrot eure. Hegulsr sheep work must

be continusd, shearing, haymsking, erutching and lsmbing sll come nt

times when footrot measurea mey be required. These other jobs often make

it Impossible to got to & mob until meny sheep have besn affected
-making trestment &nd oure more 4ifficult.

Farmers who are free of fostrot sre comtimually on the watch,
Trovelling sheep ocun leave the roids infected end sinee mary farmse
extend om both sides of the roeds shoep oroesing them cen piek up the
gurm, 1t has beon suggested that footret should be mede @ notifisble
disease and although enforegment Of sudh e .rule would probably bde
impossible sonide: o Jbgﬂség‘ o %t stin. the men
vho his footrot into more intensive setion, ror wiile thel disvsse
remeins setive in any ares thers is & greut danger of it being spresd
by trevelling sheep. Footrot cure deserves our constert end undivid
attention, ihile we are hoping Tor further help from PuinlikiG.y "
t.’f'u:; moment the only permanent cure comes 88 & result of herd work
and ocare. :




