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Activity/Occupation

Creator's Historical Note

A lecturer in physics at Monash University, Clayton, Dr. Alan Roberts had also a long and active 

involvement in left wing movements from the Communist Party post-WW2, Trotskyism in the 1950s, 

and the peace movement generally. He was a member of the ALP and participated in their 

deliberations about nuclear energy. He avoided committee work in his later years, and concentrated on 

lecture tours, publishing and broadcasting on political and scientific issues such as nuclear energy, 

Omega bases, and the environment. In his retirement he is working on environmental issues. He is 

also a writer of fiction, particularly enjoying detective stories.

Collection/Series

Date Range of c.1940-c.1980

41 archive boxesSize/Extent

Access Conditions
Access: Restricted

Contains personal correspondence from Alan Robert's involvement WW2; his post-war activism in the 

Communist Party; his later involvement in the Trotskyist movement in Australia and the anti -war 

movement in Sydney and Melbourne; his involvement with the Monash University staff association in 

the 1960s and 1970s especially on the side of student protesters and anti-Vietnam war; his science 

reporting for the ABC; and his work as a physicl lecturer and other academic interests; draft of a jointly 

written detective novel.
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To request access to records on the list below via the University of Melbourne Archives 

Reading Room, quote the Unit/Box reference in full.

Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

1997.0093 

Unit 1

1997.0093.0000

.0001

Letters (old), Box 1

1997.0093 

Unit 2

1997.0093.0000

.0002

1972 Letters (old), Box 2; 

Includes appointment 

diaries; Letters 1/3/1972

1997.0093 

Unit 3

1997.0093.0000

.0003

1972 Letters (old), Box 3; 

Includes letters 1/3/1972 

continued

1997.0093 

Unit 4

1997.0093.0000

.0004

Vietnam Bases and 

French Tests, Box 1

1997.0093 

Unit 5

1997.0093.0000

.0005

Vietnam Bases and 

French Tests and Aid to 

NLF, Box 2

1997.0093 

Unit 6

1997.0093.0000

.0006

War; Nuclear War; Star 

Wars etc.; Box 1

1997.0093 

Unit 7

1997.0093.0000

.0007

War; Nuclear War etc.; 

Box 2

1997.0093 

Unit 8

1997.0093.0000

.0008

War (Nuclear); Box 3

1997.0093 

Unit 9

1997.0093.0000

.0009

Nuclear ships; Box 1

1997.0093 

Unit 10

1997.0093.0000

.0010

Nuclear ships; Box 2

1997.0093 

Unit 11

1997.0093.0000

.0011

Left Publications; Box 1

1997.0093 

Unit 12

1997.0093.0000

.0012

Left Publications; Box 2; 

including International

1997.0093 

Unit 13

1997.0093.0000

.0013

Left Publications; Box 3

1997.0093 

Unit 14

1997.0093.0000

.0014

University (Sydney, 

Monash and China); Box 

1

1997.0093 

Unit 15

1997.0093.0000

.0015

University (Sydney, 

Monash and China); Box 

2

1997.0093 

Unit 16

1997.0093.0000

.0016

University (Sydney, 

Monash and China); Box 

3

1997.0093 

Unit 17

1997.0093.0000

.0017

Magazines

1997.0093 

Unit 18

1997.0093.0000

.0018

Magazines

1997.0093 

Unit 19

1997.0093.0000

.0019

Magazines
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

1997.0093 

Unit 20

1997.0093.0000

.0020

1944-1971 Correspondence 

1963-1971; 

Correspondence 

1944-1951; & other 

papers

1997.0093 

Unit 21

1997.0093.0000

.0021

Omega

1997.0093 

Unit 22

1997.0093.0000

.0022

Omega

1997.0093 

Unit 23

1997.0093.0000

.0023

Omega

1997.0093 

Unit 24

1997.0093.0000

.0024

Nuclear Power A-G, F-G, 

H-Z

1997.0093 

Unit 25

1997.0093.0000

.0025

Nuclear Power

1997.0093 

Unit 26

1997.0093.0000

.0026

Nuclear Power

1997.0093 

Unit 27

1997.0093.0000

.0027

Radiation

1997.0093 

Unit 28

1997.0093.0000

.0028

Papers - Physics; 

Colloquium

1997.0093 

Unit 29

1997.0093.0000

.0029

Energy - General; 

Energy; 

Environmentalists for Full 

Employment

1997.0093 

Unit 30

1997.0093.0000

.0030

Enrichment up to 1981; 

ANZAAS

1997.0093 

Unit 31

1997.0093.0000

.0031

Nonage; Mementos

1997.0093 

Unit 32

1997.0093.0000

.0032

Philosophy notes; 

Miscellaneous

1997.0093 

Unit 33

1997.0093.0000

.0033

Ecology; Uranium & 

Nuclear Power

1997.0093 

Unit 34

1997.0093.0000

.0034

Ecology A-L; M-Z

1997.0093 

Unit 35

1997.0093.0000

.0035

Political (old); 

Environmentalists for Full 

Employment; Energy - 

General; Political 

Ecology; Workers Control

1997.0093 

Unit 36

1997.0093.0000

.0036

Miscellaneous

1997.0093 

Unit 37

1997.0093.0000

.0037

Joy box and Self 

Managing Environments

1997.0093 

Unit 38

1997.0093.0000

.0038

Joy box file

1997.0093 

Unit 39

1997.0093.0000

.0039

Joy box
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

1997.0093 

Unit 40

1997.0093.0000

.0040

Tax; Personal Finance

1997.0093 

Unit 41

1997.0093.0000

.0041

Tax; Personal Finance

End of List
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