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Records Description List

Creator Editions de l'Oiseau-Lyre

Creator's Music promotors - Publishers

Activity/Occupation

Creator's Historical Note

Louise B. M. Dyer [later Hanson-Dyer] (1884-1962), an Australian patron of music from Melbourne, 

founded the publishing company Éditions de l'Oiseau-Lyre in Paris in 1932, where it remained until 

moving to Monaco in 1948. Louise Dyer's aims were to publish good modern scholarly editions of early 

music and to support young contemporary composers by commissioning and publishing new works. 

After her first husband died in 1938, Louise Dyer married Joseph B. (Jeff) Hanson (1910-1971) and 

they worked together to build a catalogue of fine editions of music ranging from the thirteenth to the 

twentieth centuries.  They also built an extensive catalogue of recordings which Jeff Hanson continued 

after Louise's death. In 1970 he sold the recording business to the Decca Record Company, London. 

From 1971 to 1996, Éditions de l'Oiseau-Lyre was run by J.B. Hanson's second wife, Margarita M. 

Hanson. On her retirement in 1995 the Board of Directors named Davitt Moroney as Président 

Délégué; and in 2001, Kenneth Gilbert. As the result of donations to the University of Melbourne given 

by both Louise Hanson-Dyer and J.B. Hanson, all the company's publications from 1979 were 

produced with the financial assistance of the University of Melbourne. From 1988, the company 

operated as Éditions de l'Oiseau-Lyre SAM (Société Anonyme Monégasque) and, from 1990 until its 

closure in 2013, was owned and managed by the Lyrebird Trust, of which the University is a Trustee. In 

2013 Éditions de l'Oiseau-Lyre ended its presence in Europe and reverted to the parent holding , 

Lyrebird Press, at the University of Melbourne. The Éditions de l'Oiseau-Lyre archive is now one of the 

University's Rare Music collections.

Collection/Series

Date Range of 1932-2012

46 Units (5.52m)Size/Extent

Access Conditions
Access: Open

This series consists of stock management records in files dating from 1932  to 2012  found in the office 

of the Administrator.  Files were arranged according to their purpose and use relating to stock, sales 

and hire, and suppliers. This series includes documents relating to production costs, sales records, 

customer receipts, subscription lists, annual stocktakes, music hire records and print and sound 

recording catalogues. It also includes accounts, invoices, correspondence and receipts from various 

L'Oiseau-Lyre suppliers, including postal service, printers, accountants, utilities, maintenance and 

services to 21 Rue Basse.There are collections of transparencies and floppy discs. The existing 

method of record keeping has been retained.

Scope and Content of Collection/Series

Collection Category Business, organisations
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To request access to records on the list below via the University of Melbourne Archives 

Reading Room, quote the Unit/Box reference in full.

Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

2016.0011 

Unit 1

2016.0011.0000

0.0001

Sales ledgers 1982-2012 Sales ledgers

2016.0011 

Unit 2

2016.0011.0000

0.0002

CCP and sales 

ledgers

1995-2012 Ledgers of sales and 

CCP (postal) credits and 

debits.

2016.0011 

Unit 3

2016.0011.0000

0.0003

Production costs 1960 2005 Folder - Prix De Revient, 

register of cost prices for 

L'Oiseau-Lyre volumes; 

Liste des prix April 1972, 

small register of 

catalogue prices as at 

April 1972.

2016.0011 

Unit 4

2016.0011.0000

0.0004

Stocktakes 1990-2012 Four folders of annual 

stocktaking documents; 

one folder of reprints of 

out-of-print stock.

2016.0011 

Unit 5

2016.0011.0000

0.0005

Stock records 1982 Various correspondence 

and records on stock 

numbers. One file may 

have been temporarily 

stored in Menton.

2016.0011 

Unit 6

2016.0011.0000

0.0006

Music hire 1982 Folder titled Musique en 

location. Various 

correspondence relating 

to music hire from 

L'Oiseau-Lyre.

2016.0011 

Unit 7

2016.0011.0000

0.0007

Catalogues 1930-2000 Three folders of 

L'Oiseau-Lyre recordings 

and print music 

catalogues.

2016.0011 

Unit 8

2016.0011.0000

0.0008

Catalogues 1934-1978 One folder- UMP (United 

Music Publishing). Hire 

Department - documents 

relating to L'Oiseau-Lyre 

recordings and print 

music catalogues; 

photographs.

2016.0011 

Unit 9

2016.0011.0000

0.0009

Films and catalogues 1983-1995 Folder ' Films and 

Catalogue Feuillets'  

includes negatives, 

printing proofs, copies of 

catalogues, order forms 

with L'Oiseau-Lyre 

trademark bird ; 'List de 

negatives' includes list of 

L'Oiseau-Lyre 

photograph negatives.
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

2016.0011 

Unit 10

2016.0011.0000

0.0010

Louis Couperin: 

Publications, sales 

and distribution

1990-2000 Records of distribution 

and sales of Louis 

Couperin editions.

2016.0011 

Unit 11

2016.0011.0000

0.0011

Francois Couperin 

Organ Works

1990-1993 Records of special 

anniversary sale of 

Francois Couperin works; 

customers' details.

2016.0011 

Unit 12

2016.0011.0000

0.0012

MLO, PM and Grand 

Clavier: sales and 

subscribers

1980-2000 Records of sales, clients, 

subscriptions to Magnus 

Liber Organi, Polyphonic 

Music of the Fourteenth 

Century and Grand 

Clavier series.

2016.0011 

Unit 13

2016.0011.0000

0.0013

Subscriptions/limited 

editions

1932-2011 8 registers of 

subscriptions to limited 

editions: Polyphonic 

Music of the Fourteenth 

Century, Francois 

Couperin, St Gervais, 

John Blow, Attaingnant, 

Magnus Liber Organi 

register which includes 

copies distributed to 

editors for copyright 

applications.

2016.0011 

Unit 14

2016.0011.0000

0.0014

Statistics and lists of 

clients

1960 Statistics and lists of 

clients

2016.0011 

Unit 15

2016.0011.0000

0.0015

Lists of clients 1960 Lists of clients

2016.0011 

Unit 16

2016.0011.0000

0.0016

Factures Clients 1996-1997 Client invoices

2016.0011 

Unit 17

2016.0011.0000

0.0017

Factures Clients 1998-2000 Client invoices

2016.0011 

Unit 18

2016.0011.0000

0.0018

Factures Clients 2001-2002 Client invoices

2016.0011 

Unit 19

2016.0011.0000

0.0019

Factures Clients 2003 Client invoices

2016.0011 

Unit 20

2016.0011.0000

0.0020

Factures Clients 2004-2005 Client invoices

2016.0011 

Unit 21

2016.0011.0000

0.0021

Factures Clients 2006-2007 Client invoices

2016.0011 

Unit 22

2016.0011.0000

0.0022

Factures Clients 2008-2009 Client invoices

2016.0011 

Unit 23

2016.0011.0000

0.0023

Factures Clients 2010-2012 Client invoices

2016.0011 

Unit 24

2016.0011.0000

0.0024

OL computer back-up 1989-2012 L'Oiseau-Lyre computer 

back-up - sales and stock 

records on hard and 

floppy computer disks.
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

2016.0011 

Unit 25

2016.0011.0000

0.0025

OL computer back-up 1989-2012 L'Oiseau-Lyre computer 

back-up - sales and stock 

records on hard and 

floppy computer disks.

2016.0011 

Unit 26

2016.0011.0000

0.0026

Suppliers: 

Fournisseur

1996-1998 Suppliers: Fournisseur

2016.0011 

Unit 27

2016.0011.0000

0.0027

Suppliers: 

Fournisseur

1998-2001 Suppliers: Fournisseurs 

2000/2001; Banque 

1998/2001; CCP

2016.0011 

Unit 28

2016.0011.0000

0.0028

Suppliers: 

Fournisseur

1999-2004 Suppliers: Fournisseur 

1999; 2002; 2003; 2004. 

Suppliers  invoices and 

payments.

2016.0011 

Unit 29

2016.0011.0000

0.0029

Suppliers: 

Fournisseur

2005-2008 Supplier: Fournisseur 

2005-2008 Suppliers  

invoices and payments.

2016.0011 

Unit 30

2016.0011.0000

0.0030

Suppliers: 

Fournisseur

2009-2012 Suppliers: Fournisseur 

2009-2012 Suppliers  

invoices and payments.

2016.0011 

Unit 31

2016.0011.0000

0.0031

Suppliers: 

Fournisseur

1991-2012 Suppliers: Fournisseur 

1991-2012.One large file 

of various suppliers  

invoices and payments.

2016.0011 

Unit 32

2016.0011.0000

0.0032

Suppliers: CCP 1996-2012 Suppliers: CCP 

1996-1997; 2002-2003; 

2004-2012. La Poste 

shipping accounts and 

statements.

2016.0011 

Unit 33

2016.0011.0000

0.0033

Suppliers: Bordereaux 2007 Suppliers: Bordereaux 

 Coliposte .

2016.0011 

Unit 34

2016.0011.0000

0.0034

Suppliers: Coliposte 2008-2009 Suppliers: Coliposte 

2008-2009. La Poste 

shipping accounts and 

statements.

2016.0011 

Unit 35

2016.0011.0000

0.0035

Suppliers: Coliposte 1990-2012 Suppliers: Coliposte 

2010-2012; La Poste 

1990-2012. La Poste 

shipping accounts and 

statements; postal box 

accounts.

2016.0011 

Unit 36

2016.0011.0000

0.0036

Suppliers: Accounting 1989-2012 Suppliers: Accounting: 

Nardi; Brych; TVA; 

Estimates. Invoices, 

statements and 

correspondence with 

accountants Nardi and 

Brych; Department of 

Finances and the 

Economy. Also file of 

estimates and financial 

predictions; valuation of 

L'Oiseau-Lyre library.
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

2016.0011 

Unit 37

2016.0011.0000

0.0037

Suppliers: Printers 1961-1989 Suppliers: Printers: La 

Lyre; Compogram. 

Correspondence and 

accounts with music 

printers La Lyre and 

Compogram.

2016.0011 

Unit 38

2016.0011.0000

0.0038

Suppliers: Printers 1979-2009 Suppliers: Printers: Toute 

la Reliure; Texlibris; A 

Tempo; Microfoto; 

Dawant; Arjomari; Muller. 

Correspondence and 

accounts with printers 

Toute la Reliure; Texlibris; 

A Tempo; Microfoto; 

Dawant; Arjomari; Muller.

2016.0011 

Unit 39

2016.0011.0000

0.0039

Suppliers: Printers 1979-2012 Suppliers: Printers: 

Imprimerie 

Performances; Lacer; 

SIC; ISI; Imprimerie de la 

Cite. Correspondence 

and accounts with 

printers Imprimerie 

Performances; Lacer; 

SIC: ISI: Imprimerie de la 

Cite.

2016.0011 

Unit 40

2016.0011.0000

0.0040

Suppliers: Advertising 

I

1970-2000 Suppliers: Advertising I. 

Files on: Acta 

Musicologica; Die 

Musikforschung; Early 

Music; Early Music 

Review; English 

Harpsichord Magazine; 

Fontes Arts Musicae; 

International Literary 

Music Place; Music and 

Letters; Musica.

2016.0011 

Unit 41

2016.0011.0000

0.0041

Suppliers: Advertising 

II

1970-2000 Files on:Musical 

Quarterly; Musical Times; 

Musick; Panorama de la 

Musique; Revue de 

Musicologie; Various 

Journals; Advertising 

(includes lists of various 

advertising)

2016.0011 

Unit 42

2016.0011.0000

0.0042

Suppliers: EWP 2007-2012 3 files of records, 

correspondence and 

statements for Euro Web 

Payment service.

2016.0011 

Unit 43

2016.0011.0000

0.0043

Suppliers: Packaging, 

couriers and storage

1990-2012 2 files of suppliers  

accounts and payments.
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

2016.0011 

Unit 44

2016.0011.0000

0.0044

Suppliers: Office 

Equipment

1985-2012 Receipts for purchase 

and maintenance of 

office equipment, 

including computers and 

packing table.

2016.0011 

Unit 45

2016.0011.0000

0.0045

Suppliers: 

Telecommunications

1990-2012 Monaco Telecom and 

France Telecom contracts 

and accounts for 

telephone, fax and 

internet services.

2016.0011 

Unit 46

2016.0011.0000

0.0046

Suppliers: 

Maintenance

1985-2009 Maintenance records.

End of List
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