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Activity/Occupation

Creator's Historical Note

Louise B. M. Dyer [later Hanson-Dyer] (1884-1962), an Australian patron of music from Melbourne, 

founded the publishing company Éditions de l'Oiseau-Lyre in Paris in 1932, where it remained until 

moving to Monaco in 1948. Louise Dyer's aims were to publish good modern scholarly editions of early 

music and to support young contemporary composers by commissioning and publishing new works. 

After her first husband died in 1938, Louise Dyer married Joseph B. (Jeff) Hanson (1910-1971) and 

they worked together to build a catalogue of fine editions of music ranging from the thirteenth to the 

twentieth centuries.  They also built an extensive catalogue of recordings which Jeff Hanson continued 

after Louise's death. In 1970 he sold the recording business to the Decca Record Company, London. 

From 1971 to 1996, Éditions de l'Oiseau-Lyre was run by J.B. Hanson's second wife, Margarita M. 

Hanson. On her retirement in 1995 the Board of Directors named Davitt Moroney as Président 

Délégué; and in 2001, Kenneth Gilbert. As the result of donations to the University of Melbourne given 

by both Louise Hanson-Dyer and J.B. Hanson, all the company's publications from 1979 were 

produced with the financial assistance of the University of Melbourne. From 1988, the company 

operated as Éditions de l'Oiseau-Lyre SAM (Société Anonyme Monégasque) and, from 1990 until its 

closure in 2013, was owned and managed by the Lyrebird Trust, of which the University is a Trustee. In 

2013 Éditions de l'Oiseau-Lyre ended its presence in Europe and reverted to the parent holding , 

Lyrebird Press, at the University of Melbourne. The Éditions de l'Oiseau-Lyre archive is now one of the 

University's Rare Music collections.

Collection/Series

Date Range of 1959-2012

42 UnitsSize/Extent

Access Conditions
Access: Closed

This series consists of accounting, legal and banking records in files dating from c.1950 to 2012 found 

in the office of the Administrator along with personnel and client records .  Files were arranged 

according to their purpose and use. This series includes: annual reports, notices and minutes of 

general meetings; annual banking, cash, cheque, CCP (Compte Chèque Postal), sales records and 

balance sheets; some suppliers, staffing and tax records, including salary contributions to AGRR 

(Association generale de retraites par repartition); banking statements and ledgers with Societe 

Generale (SG), Barclays, RNB, HSBC. The existing method of record keeping has been retained.

Scope and Content of Collection/Series

Collection Category Business, organisations
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To request access to records on the list below via the University of Melbourne Archives 

Reading Room, quote the Unit/Box reference in full.

Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

2016.0010 

Unit 1

2016.0010.0000

0.0001

L'Oiseau-Lyre: 

Doissier Bilan

1988-1991 Financial statements

2016.0010 

Unit 2

2016.0010.0000

0.0002

Bilans AGO 1989-1993 Financial statements

2016.0010 

Unit 3

2016.0010.0000

0.0003

L'Oiseau-Lyre: 

Doissier Bilan

1992-1993 Financial statements

2016.0010 

Unit 4

2016.0010.0000

0.0004

Bilans/AGO 1994-1997 Financial statements

2016.0010 

Unit 5

2016.0010.0000

0.0005

L'Oiseau-Lyre 1995 1995 Financial statements: 

Achats, Banques, Caisse, 

Ventes, Cheque

2016.0010 

Unit 6

2016.0010.0000

0.0006

L'Oiseau-Lyre 1997 1997 Financial records: 

Achats, Banques, Ventes, 

Compte Chèque Postal, 

Caisse.

2016.0010 

Unit 7

2016.0010.0000

0.0007

L'Oiseau-Lyre 1998 January 

1998-Decemb

er 1998

Financial records: AC; 

BA; Compte Chèque 

Postal; Ventes

2016.0010 

Unit 8

2016.0010.0000

0.0008

L'Oiseau-Lyre 1999 1999 Financial records: AC; 

BQ; Compte Chèque 

Postal; Ventes

2016.0010 

Unit 9

2016.0010.0000

0.0009

Bilans 1998-1999 Financial statements

2016.0010 

Unit 10

2016.0010.0000

0.0010

2000/2001: 

Fournisseurs; 

Banque; 1998/2001: 

CCP

1998-2001 Financial statements

2016.0010 

Unit 11

2016.0010.0000

0.0011

Bilans 2000-2001 Financial statements

2016.0010 

Unit 12

2016.0010.0000

0.0012

SAM Éditions de 

l'Oiseau-Lyre

2000-2001 Financial statements

2016.0010 

Unit 13

2016.0010.0000

0.0013

Bilans Cabinet D. 

Nardi; SAM Editions 

de l'Oiseau-Lyre

2001-2002 Financial statements

2016.0010 

Unit 14

2016.0010.0000

0.0014

2002 L'Oiseau-Lyre 2002 Financial statements

2016.0010 

Unit 15

2016.0010.0000

0.0015

L'Oiseau-Lyre; Biean 

2003

2003 Financial statements

2016.0010 

Unit 16

2016.0010.0000

0.0016

L'Oiseau-Lyre 2003 2003 Financial records: 

Achats; BQ SG; Compte 

Chèque Postal; Caisse; 

Ventes

2016.0010 

Unit 17

2016.0010.0000

0.0017

Bilans 2003-2005 Financial statements
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

2016.0010 

Unit 18

2016.0010.0000

0.0018

L'Oiseau-Lyre AC; 

Vtes; BQ; CCP; CA 

2004; Bulletins paye 

2001 to 2004; TVA; 

CISS; AGRR; 

Assodic; Libria 

1999 2001

1999-2004 Financial statements

2016.0010 

Unit 19

2016.0010.0000

0.0019

Annual accounting, 

legal and banking 

records- 2005 

L'Oiseau-Lyre; 

Achats; BQ; CCP; 

Ventes Caisse

2005 Financial statements

2016.0010 

Unit 20

2016.0010.0000

0.0020

2006  L'Oiseau-Lyre; 

Achats; BQ; CCP; 

Ventes Caisse

2006 Financial statements

2016.0010 

Unit 21

2016.0010.0000

0.0021

L'Oiseau-Lyre 2007; 

Achats; BQ; CCP; 

Ventes Caisse

2007 Financial statements

2016.0010 

Unit 22

2016.0010.0000

0.0022

L'Oiseau-Lyre 2008 2005-2008 Financial statements: 

Achats; BQ; Compte 

Chèque Postal; Ventes 

Caisse; Salaries 

1/1/2005-31/12/2008

2016.0010 

Unit 23

2016.0010.0000

0.0023

SAM L'Oiseau-Lyre 

2009

2009 Financial statements: 

Achats; BQ; Compte 

Chèque Postal; Ventes 

Caisse

2016.0010 

Unit 24

2016.0010.0000

0.0024

Bilans and 

assemblies 

1995-1996; 2012

1995-2002 Financial statements: 

reports of assemblies, 

annual balance sheets.

2016.0010 

Unit 25

2016.0010.0000

0.0025

Bilans and 

assemblies 

2006-2012

2006-2012 Financial statements: 

reports of assemblies, 

annual balance sheets.

2016.0010 

Unit 26

2016.0010.0000

0.0026

Banque: Barclays 

ledgers

1984-1989 Financial statements: 

credits and debits 

ledgers, Barclays bank 

account statements.

2016.0010 

Unit 27

2016.0010.0000

0.0027

Banque: RNB, HSBC, 

cheque, cash and 

credit card ledgers

1984-2012 Financial statements: 

credits and debits 

ledgers, RNB and HSBC 

bank account statements; 

cheques, cash and card 

payments.

2016.0010 

Unit 28

2016.0010.0000

0.0028

RNB 1996-1997 Financial statements

2016.0010 

Unit 29

2016.0010.0000

0.0029

Banque: RNB & 

Barclays 1996-2002; 

Republic National 

Bank of New York and 

Barclays bank 

records.

1996-2002 Financial statements
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

2016.0010 

Unit 30

2016.0010.0000

0.0030

Banque: SG ledgers 2001-2012 Financial statements: 

credits and debits 

ledgers; SG bank 

account statements.

2016.0010 

Unit 31

2016.0010.0000

0.0031

Banque 2002; 2003; 

2004

2002-2004 Bank records and 

statements.

2016.0010 

Unit 32

2016.0010.0000

0.0032

Banque 2005; 2006 2005-2006 Bank records and 

statements.

2016.0010 

Unit 33

2016.0010.0000

0.0033

Banque 2007; 2008; 

2009

2007-2009 Bank records and 

statements.

2016.0010 

Unit 34

2016.0010.0000

0.0034

Banque 2010; 2011; 

2012

2010-2012 Bank records and 

statements.

2016.0010 

Unit 35

2016.0010.0000

0.0035

SACEM 1983-1993 1983-1993 Light brown folder 

containing SACEM 

finance related 

correspondence and 

statements

2016.0010 

Unit 36

2016.0010.0000

0.0036

Sales registers 1989-2012 Four sales/distribution 

registers - three 

hardbound; two spiral 

bound. Record of sales, 

invoice number and cost 

for dispatch.

2016.0010 

Unit 37

2016.0010.0000

0.0037

Stock Musique; 

Ventes 2000

1959-2008 Black hard cover stock 

register. Stock registers 

by edition and year of 

publication; 1959-2008; 

sales records by months 

and years 1984-2012.

2016.0010 

Unit 38

2016.0010.0000

0.0038

Finance ledger 1990-1998 Large bound, green 

volume containing printed 

financial statements for 

years 1988-1990.

2016.0010 

Unit 39

2016.0010.0000

0.0039

L'Oiseau- Lyre card 

index and associated 

objects

Undated Box of catalogue cards 

recording L'Oiseau-Lyre 

numbers and publication 

titles; six L'Oiseau-Lyre 

business rubber stamps;  

L'Oiseau-Lyre envelopes, 

L'Oiseau-Lyre with 

compliments slips; 

cylindrical rubber stamp 

holder.

2016.0010 

Unit 40

2016.0010.0000

0.0040

L'Oiseau-Lyre 

stationery

1988-2000 Black hardcover folder 

containing Monegasque 

and French stamps; 

leftover supplies of 

L'Oiseau-Lyre letterhead 

paper.
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

2016.0010 

Unit 41

2016.0010.0000

0.0041

L'Oiseau-Lyre credit 

card machine

1996 Manual credit card 

imprinter with 3 credit 

card manual booklets 

and transaction template 

for L'Oiseau-Lyre 

Company.

End of List
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