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NEW S0I T'.1 WALE

▪ 

 S. /&> 	S3 
We have peen favoured 5,,T.F..the.perusal of private ad vices 

r:"rom this settlement, of the 20th February, which supply some 
t tateresting facts regarding the improved administration and 

prospects of the colony. Simply premising, that our authority 
is of the most indisputable kind, we may mention, as the sub-
stance of these advices, that under the vigilant and active 
government of our countryman, Sir Thomas Brisbane, the 
finances of the colony were in a most prosperous state, and 

i that, from the plans already adopted, and those in contem-
a plation by him, a yearly saving of no less than 100,000% 

was expected to accrue. The premium on treasury bills, 
which, formerly, had never exceeded par, by the system 
which the Governor had introduced, alone produced a saving 
to the Crown of 48,0001. Money, which was previously at 
a low ebb, being now so materially enhanced in value, the 

' prices of labour and of all the necessaries of life, were expe-
riencing a proportionate reduction. By the judicious mea-
sures of .the Governor, also crime had wonderfully ditninish-

i ed, and the moral amendment of the convicts was rapidly 
• gaining ground. The labours of the convicts had beefs 
t turned to expellent account, by dispersing them to clear the 
r country in small gangs ; and it was calculated that, front 
, their aggregate exertions, they would clear at the rate of 
; 6,000 acres annually. As this would grow 90,000 bushels 

of wheat, a period would be speedily put to the importation 
of that article, which, in former years had fluctuated 

i between 22,000 and 60,000 bushels per annum. The 
, great object of the Governor, in this, and in many other im-
t provements introduced by him, was to render the settlement 
t' independent of external assistance; and from the various 

arrangements carrying into effect, or in progress of adoption, 
: the most important results were aifticipated. 	This colony," 
: say our advices in conclusion, " will be a splendid appendage 

of Great Britain, and will ultimately have dominion over the 
t numerous islands in the Pacific, - the inhabitants of which 

are rapidly embracing Christianity, and advancing in that 
. civilization which follows in its blessed train. Indeed the 

progress. in some measure, savours more of a miracle than 
t ì,;k:mari agency." 
• We may add that, devoted as Sir Thomas Brisbane is 

well únßwn to be, to the interests of science, he has not, we 
• understand, neglected the opportunity which his peculiar 

situation has afforded him, having already forwarded much 
valuable information to the Royal Societies of London and 
Edinburgh, and the National Institute of France, of all of 
which, we believe, he is a distinguished member.--Edinburgh4, 
Star. 
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BLU. MQUN ÂIN OF NEW ÓU H ALES 

EXTRACT FROM THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 
Here we met a few Indian natives of Bathurst. They 

resembled the natives of the coast in appearance, but did 
not speak the same language.' They seem, however, to 
have advanced towards civilization one degree further 
than the poor forked animals of the warmer climate, in-
asmuch as they possess the art of very neatly sewing to-
gether, with the sinews of the kangaroo and emu, cloaks 
of skins, the hide of which they also carve in the inside 
with a world of figures. They use these cloaks for the 
sole purpose, of keeping themselves warm, and have as 
little sense of decency as the natives around Sydney ; for 
in the middle of the day, when the weather is warm, they 
throw back their cloaks across their shoulders. They ap-
pear to be a harmless race, with nothing ferocious in their 
manners or 'countenance. They are perfectly cheerful, 
laughing at every thing they see, and repeating every 
thing they hear. For the rest, little can be added to Co-
lonel Collins's account of the natives of New South Wales. 
Their numbers are diminishing. Not that they retreat be-
fore the settlements of Europeans; this they cannot do : 
the different tribes (few as their numbers are) would re-
sist the invasion of each other's territory. Thirty or forty 
miles will reach the circumference of each family's pere-
grinations. The tribes about our first settlements are as 
ignorant of the country beyond the mountains as the co-
lonists were ; and such is the sterility of the greater part 
of Mr. Oxley's first interior mite,. that he met with only 
twenty-two Indians in a journey of-five months. Of the • 
persons of the natives of New South Wales, I think Co-
lonel Collins has given too unfavourable a picture. Their 
faces have generally (in my opinion) too much good-na-
ture to be absolutely hideous, and (to my taste) they do 
not imitate humanity so abominably as the African negro. 
Their hair is not woolly ; their heads are not doglike; 
nor are their legs baboouísh. The figure of many of them 
is very good; and as for their leanness, how can they wax 
fat in so .poor a.çountry? From the neighbourhood of our 
settlements, weliave scared the kangaroo and the emu, 
and left these poor lords of the creation no created food, 
but a few opossums, and a tenancy in ccrmmnn with us of 
fish. Together with their numbers, their customs and 
manners are in a state of decay. The ceremony of ex-
tracting the right upper front tooth from the jaw of adults 
(so fully described and pictured by Colonel Collins) is 
nearly obsolete in the neighbourhood of our settlements; 
and the,custom is by no means universal in the island. 
But the corrobory, or night-dance, still obtains. This fes-
tivity is performed in very good time and not unpleasing 
tune. The song is sung by a few males and females, who 
take no part in the dance. One of the band beats time by 
knocking one stick against . another. The music begins 
with a high note, and gradually sinks to the octave, whence 
it rises again immediately to the top. I took down an 
Australian National Melody from Harry, who married 
Carang-arang, the sister of the celebrated Bennillong; 
and I believe it to be the first that was ever reduced to 
writing. The dancers breathe in chorus like paviours, and 
the general step consists in opening the knees with a con-
vulsive shake to the music ; but occasionally they thrid 
the mazes of one another without any confusion. They 
stripe themselves down the waist, and paint their faces 
with white clay and red ochre; and in compliment to Eu-
ropean delicacy, wear boughs round their loins. The glare 
of large fires gives a picturesque effect to the savage scene, 
and the dance works up the perfol mess to a sublime en-
thusiasm. I have been thus minute, because in a. few 
years perhaps even the corrobory will. be  no more, so so-
phisticated do they become from their pernicious associ-
ation with the convicts, who sow the seeds of drunkenness 
in the prolifid soil of savage indolence. A rum or even 
sugar cask, filled with water;  furnishes these poor crea-
tures with an intoxicating liquor ; and the invasions of ci-
vilization are reproached with the introduction of a new 
vice, which operates as an inflamer of all their old ones. 
It is a melancholy sight to witness the drunken quarrels 
and fightings of the simple natives of Australia in the 
streets of Sydney,—a people to whom civilization can 
never bring the comforts of food, raimerrt,and shelter, and 
the blessings of religion, as an atonement for. the vice and 
disease, which it necessarily carries along with it. That 
these unfortunate beings were comparatively ignorant of 
the crime of evil speaking, before we came among them, 
is proved by the broken English words of scurrility and 
execration, with which they pollute their native tongue. 
The effect of this would be ludicrous, were not the cause 
pitiable. Truly, Botany Bay is a bad school for them ; 
but they have not learnt of the convicts to lie or to steal. 
Perhaps it is better that their name should pass away 
from the earth. They will not serve ; and they ale too 
indolent and poor in spirit to become masters. They 
would always be drones in the hive of an industrious co-
lony. Nevertheless, they are not without the stamp of 
their Maker's image, cut in ebony (as old Fuller says) in-
stead of ivory. They bear themselves erect, and address 
yod with•corifidence; always with good humour and often 
with grace. They are not common beggars, although 
they accept of our carnal things, in return for the fish and 
oysters, which are almost all we have left them for their 
support. They are the Will Wimbles of the colony; the 
carriers of news and fish ; the gossips of the town; the 
loungers on the quay. They know everybody; and un-
derstand the nature of everybody's business, although 
they have none of their own—but this. They give a lo-
cality to the land; and their honest naked simplicity 
effords'a relief to the eye from the hypocritical lour of the 
yellow-clad convict. The warlike features of the tribes 
which surround our settlements are now quite effaced ; 
the savages are forbidden to enter the towns with their 
spears, and they cheerfully comply with this requisition. 
They-have a bowing acquaintance with everybody, and 
scatter their how d'ye do's with an air of friendliness and 
equality, and with a perfect English accent, undebased by 
the massas and misses and size-no's, of West-Indian slavery. 
They have been tried to be brought up from infancy as 
servants; but they have always run away to the woods. 
Some of the Indians have seriously applied to be allowed 
convict-labourers, as the settlers are, although they have 
not patience to remain in the huts, which our Government 
have built for them, till the maize and cabbages, that have 
been planted to their hands, are fit to gather. We have 
now lived among them more than thirty years, and yet 
like the North American Indians, they have adopted none 
of our arts of life, with the exception of exchanging their 
stone hatchets and shell fish hooks for our iron ones. 
They will never become builders or cultivators, or me-
chanics, or mariners, like the New Zealanders or the South 
Sea Islanders; nor indeed, till they cease to be at all, 
will they ever be other than they are. They are the only 
savages in the world, who cannot feel that they are 
naked. 



CHRONOLOGY OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 
Jan. 26, 1787.—The first landing was made in New 

South Wales. 
Dec. 1789.—The first harvest was reaped at Para-

matta. 
1790—The first settler, James Ruse, took possession of 

his land. 
1791—Twelve prisoners were located upon to Hawkes-

bury, who in 1793 supplied twelve hundred bushels of 
corn to the public stores, being the first purchase of colo-
nial grain made by the Government. 

1796—The first play performed. 
1803—The first newspaper (Sydney Gazette) was print-

ed—the first suicide occurred by a man hanging himself 
inail. 

1805—The first colonial vessel built by Mr James Un-
derwood. 

1806—The first great Hawkesbury flood happened, 
wheat rising to 80s. per bushel, and bread to 20e. 9d. 
per lb., while a bushel of seed-maize realized the enor-
mous sum of £7. 

1810—The first general muster of the population, 
stock, and cultivated land ; the first toll gates were built, 
caterpillars made their appearance, Sydney Streets were 
regulated and named, weekly markets established there, 
and the first public races instituted. 

1813—The first fair was held in the colony of Para-
matta. 

1817—The first bank (Sydney bank) was established; 
and the first Van Dieman's Land Bible Association es-
tablished, which has remitted £2250 to England. 

1818—The first critn. con. tried. 
1820—The first colonial tobacco soil. 
1825—The first book (Bushby on Vineyards) review_ 

ed, a premium for which review was given ; and the flint 
breach of promise of marriage, 	Cox against Payne," 
came before our colonial courts, 

1826—The first public concert was held. 




