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Creator's Historical Note

(John) Malcolm Fraser was born on 21 May 1930 in Melbourne. The Fraser family lived in NSW before 

moving to 'Nareen', a sheep station in western Victoria, in 1943. Malcolm Fraser attended Tudor House 

School in NSW (1940-1943) and Melbourne Grammar (1944-1948). In 1949 he was admitted to the 

University of Oxford to study 'Modern Greats' (politics, philosophy and economics). Malcolm Fraser 

was elected Liberal member for Wannon in Western Victoria in 1955. He gained his first Cabinet post 

as Minister for the Army in 1966 and later became Minister for Education and Science (1968-1969 and 

1971-1972) and Minister for Defence (1969-1971). He became leader of the Liberal Party in March 

1975, and in November was appointed caretaker Prime Minister following the dismissal of the Whitlam 

government. He served as Prime Minister until 1983. Following his political career, Malcolm Fraser has 

maintained a role in world affairs, as Co-Chair of the Commonwealth Eminent Persons Group on 

South Africa (1985-1986) and Chair of the UN Secretary-General's Expert Group on African 

Commodity Issues (1989-1990). In 1987 he founded CARE Australia, the country's largest 

non-political, non-religious overseas aid organisation. In 1997 he led a Commonwealth Observer 

Mission to Pakistan to monitor the national elections. Malcolm Fraser remained actively interested in 

issues such as human rights and the rule of law until his death on 20 March 2015.
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Private office administrative files. This series was maintained in the Prime Minister's Office and records 

the administrative activity within that office during the Prime Ministership of J M (Malcolm) Fraser. It 

covers his entire Prime Ministership from November 1975 (when Mr Fraser was 'caretaker' Prime 

Minister) to 11 March 1983. Some papers have an earlier date and many originated in the Department 

of Prime Minister and Cabinet and the Department of Administrative Services, reflecting the close 

working relation- ship between those departments and the Prime Minister's Office. The series is 

concerned with a range of administrative functions and events associated with the Prime Minister's 

Office, including staff appointments, security, travel arrangements, office accommodation, furniture and 

equipment, Commonwealth car drivers and car use by the Prime Minister, Ministers and Ministerial 

staff. Several papers concern Mr Fraser's Melbourne Office, the Lodge, Kirribilli House, official visits 

overseas, Mr Fraser's appointment to the Privy Council, the family property 'Nareen' in western Victoria 

and other personal matters. The files include correspondence, departmental memoranda (some with a 

security classification), a small number of photographs etc. Some items are currently held at the 

National Archives of Australia (see list for details). Formerly National Archives of Australia series 

M1281.

Collection Category Community and Political, individuals

This document dated 2/01/2019
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To request access to records on the list below via the University of Melbourne Archives 

Reading Room, quote the Unit/Box reference in full.

Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

2007.0015 

Unit 1

2007.0015.0000

1

Accounts 5 August 

1975-16 April 

1981

Relating to Prime 

Minister's Office 

equipment, travel 

expenses etc. Previous 

control number 2

2007.0015 

Unit 1

2007.0015.0000

2

Advisers post - 

graduate candidates

August 

1973 -25 May 

1975

Applications for position 

of Research Officer with 

Liberal Party of Australia. 

Previous control number 

3

2007.0015 

Unit 1

2007.0015.0000

3

Advisers and 

secretaries

April 1976 

-16 April 

1982

Applications for Political 

Adviser and other 

positions in the Prime 

Minister s Office. Previous 

control number 4

2007.0015 

Unit 1

2007.0015.0000

4

Biographical details of 

the Prime Minister

24 March 

1977-29 

August 1979

Includes papers relating 

to Sir Simon Fraser and 

the family home in Lorne, 

Victoria. Previous control 

number 6

2007.0015 

Unit 1

2007.0015.0000

5

Biographical entries - 

Biography

6 September 

1976-9 July 

1979

For Who's Who in 

Australia, Debrett's 

Peerage and other 

publicationsPrevious 

control number 7

2007.0015 

Unit 1

2007.0015.0000

6

Car usage 15 

December 

1975- 22 

August 1976

Department of 

Administrative Services 

schedules for Victoria. 

Previous control number 

8

2007.0015 

Unit 1

2007.0015.0000

7

Congratulations 26 February 

1976 -23 

March 1976

On appointment to Her 

Majesty s Privy Council. 

Previous control number 

9

2007.0015 

Unit 1

2007.0015.0000

8

Electorate secretary - 

Applications

21 February 

1952 -2 April 

1982

Previous control number 

10

2007.0015 

Unit 1

2007.0015.0000

9

Individual staff 

members

18 December 

1975-8 July 

1977

Relates to administrative 

matters, appointments, 

terminations, references 

etc. Previous control 

number 13

2007.0015 

Unit 2

2007.0015.0001

0

Prime Minister - 

Personal

17 April 

1970- 11 

August 1982

Relating to family 

matters,  Nareen ,  Bolaro 

Station , stamp collection, 

etc. Previous control 

number 20 PART 1
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

2007.0015 

Unit 2

2007.0015.0001

1

Prime Minister - 

Personal

28 November 

1975-20 

November 

1978

Relating to administrative 

arrangements, overseas 

visit by Mrs Neville Fraser 

(mother), Woolwonga 

fishing expedition (R J 

Wright v J M Fraser court 

case, Northern Territory). 

Previous control number 

20 PART 2

2007.0015 

Unit 2

2007.0015.0001

2

Prime Minister - 

Personal

31 January 

1979-25 

February 1982

Relating to official portrait 

by Brian Westwood, 

Rural Finance 

Commission of Victoria 

loans, legal action 

against John Fairfax and 

Sons Pty Ltd concerning 

1975 election 

advertisement, Magdalen 

College (Oxford) 

Development Trust, 

includes briefing notes on 

Duesbury, Johnston and 

Marks (accountants), 

transcript of Burt Newton 

interview with Mrs Tamie 

Fraser on Radio 3UZ 

(September 1981). 

Previous control number 

20 PART 3

2007.0015 

Unit 2

2007.0015.0001

3

References - Former 

staff

27 January 

1976-6 March 

1979

Miss I Baker - Miss S 

Law-Smith, includes 

other administrative 

papers. Previous control 

number 21 PART 1

2007.0015 

Unit 2

2007.0015.0001

4

References - Former 

staff

5 December 

1980-27 

March 1980

Miss S Mannering - J 

Wilson, includes other 

adminstrative papers. 

Previous control number 

21 PART 2

2007.0015 

Unit 2

2007.0015.0001

5

Research 

Administrative Officer 

- Applications

10 July 

1975 -25 

August 1975

Previous control number 

22

2007.0015 

Unit 3

2007.0015.0001

6

Secretary, Prime 

Minister s Office - 

Applications  A D  

(January February 

1983)

2 October 

1970 -4 

February 1983

Previous control number 

25 PART 1

2007.0015 

Unit 3

2007.0015.0001

7

Secretary, Prime 

Minister s Office - 

Applications  E L  

(January February 

1983)

18 June 1971 

-9 February 

1983

Previous control number 

25 PART 2
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

2007.0015 

Unit 3

2007.0015.0001

8

Secretary, Prime 

Minister s Office - 

Applications  Mc W  

(January February 

1983)

24 May 1965 

-4 February 

1983

Previous control number 

25 PART 3

2007.0015 

Unit 3

2007.0015.0001

9

Private Secretary, 

Prime Minister s Office 

- Applications  A L

(March-April 1983)

12 March 

1965- 27 April 

1983

Previous control number 

26 PART 1

2007.0015 

Unit 3

2007.0015.0002

0

Private Secretary, 

Prime Minister s Office 

- Applications  Mc W

(March- April 1983)

5 June 

1974 -27 April 

1983

Previous control number 

26 PART 2

End of List
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