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NAME OF 
COLLECTION 

Victorian Trades Hall Council 
 

  
ACCESSION NO 1991.0013 incl. 1991.0028 and 1991.0030 
  
CATEGORY Labour, organisations 
ACTIVITY Trade union peak bodies 
  
DATE RANGE 1867-1977 
  
SIZE OF 
COLLECTION 

4 boxes; 2 OS photographs; photographs 

  
HISTORICAL 
NOTE 

On 3 December 1858 a small group of tradesmen, many of whom were 
involved in the eight-hours day boon achieved three years earlier, formed 
the first Committee of the National Trades Hall and Literary Institute and 
the first trades hall was erected in Melbourne in 1859 (records from this 
period are at the State Library of NSW) . By 1870 the Committee had 
decided to replace its original building with one suitable as a 'parliament' 
of the working-class. The present building was built between 1873 and 
1925. From the outset the Trades Hall was to provide a place for the 
social and educational activities of workers as well as their industrial 
ones. The philosophy of the early Trades Hall Committee was that 
education was essential to social progress for workers, hence the Library 
was given a prominent place in the new building. The Trades Hall Council 
itself has always been central to the industrial and political aspirations of 
the labour movement in Victoria. From small, proud but parochial 
beginnings it has developed to spearhead campaigns on hours of work, 
wages, long service leave, equal pay and other industrial matters. On the 
social front it has interests in welfare, youth, conservation and Aboriginal 
affairs. 

  
DATE OF 
TRANSFER 

26 Feb 1991 

  
ACCESS 
CONDITIONS 

Access: Restricted 

  



 

DESCRIPTION Council Minutes, 1883-1893; Disputes Committee, 1965-1975; ACTU 
Circulars, 1957-1960; Trades Hall Girls' Club receipts, 1960-1961; VTHC 
Attendance book 1887-1893. VTHC Account Book: contains records of 
the Permanent Hall Building Fund, 17 May 1867-1877; later used to 
record accounts of funds raised by appeal for strikes, c 1906-1914; 
Rough minute books of the THC; texts of addresses by THC members, c. 
1950s; Photographs 18? – 1990. 

  
NOTE ON 
COLLECTIONS 

Items B30/1/41 and B30/1/43 are unavailable for access. 

  
NOTE ON 
LISTING 

The list details a small number of documents, found at Trades Hall during 
renovations, which date from before 1974 and are therefore 
contemporary with the first accession. It consolidates Accession Numbers 
1991.0013, 1991.0028 and 1991.0030.  Originally these accessions were 
integrated intellectually and, where possible, physically into the first 
accession.  These have since been removed and are now physically 
separated from the first accession.  The original series numbering has 
remained i.e. where an item fitted into an existing first accession series it 
had been numbered as a continuous part of the series with a ‘B’ added 
as a prefix to indicate the different accessions. The list which follows 
therefore has a discontinuous numbering system, but must be read in 
conjunction with the main published guide to the VTHC records.  The 
items in this accession have not been integrated into the VTHC published 
indexes.  

  
LISTED BY Suzanne Fairbanks 
DATE 15  January 1992 
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