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       Histor ical Note: 

 

Although a union of jam, sauce and pickle works employees had been formed c.1898, the union did 
not become a significant influence in the industry until its reorganisation under Percy Clarey, a 
leading Victorian Unionist, after 1922. A Union of fluctuating membership, reflecting the 
importance of seasonal labour in the canning industry,the Food Preservers Union is one of relatively 
few unions to maintain a strong organisation in Australia's irrigation areas. In 1991-92 the Union 
amalgamated with the Federated Confectioners Union as the Food Preservers Division of the new 
Confectionery Workers' & Food Preservers Union of Australia. In 1994 the CW&FPU amalgamated 
with the Automotive, Metals and Engineering Union to form the Automotive Food, Metals and 
Engineering Union. From 1995 it has been known as the Food and Confectionery Division of the 
Australian Manufacturing Workers' Union. 
 
Collection Category: Labour, organization 
 
Activities: Trade Union; Industrial Relations; Seasonal labour 
 
Note on Collection: 
 
This is the second accession of Food Preservers’ Union of Australia, Federal Council and Victorian 
Branch records and includes records created after the union’s amalgamation in 1994 with the Metals 
and Engineering Workers’ Union to form the Automotive Food, Metals and Engineering Union. 
 
Series include Rules history files 1910-1993; Federal Council meetings 1990-1993; Federal 
Conference reports 1968-1971; Victorian Branch annual reports 1976-1982; award files; many 
industrial files of negotiations and disputes with companies including Ardmona, McCain, SPC, 
Heinz; Rosella and matters proceeding to the Australian Conciliation and Arbitration Commission; 
FPU Victorian Branch agreements 1944-1967; balance sheets; correspondence with State branches; 
union elections; amalgamation documents; statistics, including from the THC Research and 
Information Bureau 1948-1961. 
 
Note on Listing: 
 
The finding aid to the records is a box list prepared by Senga Hateley, the Records Manager of the 
Australian Manufacturing Workers’ Union. The records have not been arranged into series. This is a 
draft list. 
 
Transfer red: 21 March 2001 
 
Access: Open for students; Secretary's permission for others. Arrangements to be confirmed. 
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Quantity: 44 archi boxes 
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. 
Previous Food Preservers' Union accession and FPU, NSW Branch; other food industry unions; 
related manufacturers such as Ardmona, Henry Jones, IXL. 
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