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HISTORICAL 
NOTE 

Richard Samuel was born in 1900 and educated at Tubingen and Berlin 
Universities. In  1934 h e moved to England and lectured in the German 
Department at Cambridge University from 1934 to 1940 and Durham 
University in 1937. After war service in the British Army from 1940 to 
1945, Samuel worked in the Research Department of the Foreign Office, 
where much of his work involved translating Nazi documents. In 1947 he 
was ap pointed Se nior L ecturer i n G ermanic Languages and then 
Foundation Professor in 1951 until his retirement in 1968. He published 
many works on German literature. He was  a F ellow o f t he A ustralian 
Society of the Humanities and the Australian College of Education and a 
Commander of the Order o f Merit o f t he Federal Republic o f Germany. 
He died in 1983. 

DATE OF 
TRANSFER 

25th August, 1999 

ACCESS 
CONDITIONS 

Open 

DESCRIPTION Lecture notes and reviews by Samuel. Research notes on Novalis, Kleist 
and Goethe. Correspondence. Collected materials concerning Nazism, 
Political Philosophy, German teaching in Australia. Papers relating to the 
Australian Humanities Research Council and the Australian Academy of 
the Humanities. Facsimiles of German literature. Photographic negatives 
and slides of Rococo decoration and Ancient Greek art. 
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Samuel, Professor Richard Herbert 
 
Accession Number:  99:72 
 
Historical Note:  
Professor Samuel was born in 1900 and educated at Tubingen and Berlin Universities. In 
1934 he moved to England and lectured in the German Department at Cambridge 
University from 1934 to 1940 and Durham University in 1937. After war service in the 
British Army from 1940 to 1945, Samuel became a R esearch D epartment F oreign 
Officer.  In 1947 he was appointed Senior Lecturer in Germanic Languages at the 
University o f Melbourne and then Foundation P rofessor i n 1951 u ntil h is retirement in 
1968. He was a Fellow of the Aust. Academy of the Humanities and the Aust. College of 
Education and a Commander of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany. 
He died in 1983. 
 
Date of Transfer: 25/08/99 
 
Access: O 
 
Size:  55 Boxes (6.48m) 
 
Date Range:  
 
Related:  German Languages, German History, Literature History 
 
Listed by:  Peter Bode 
 
Date: 12/10/99 
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Inventory: 

 Series 1: Correspondence 
Box 1 
 

1/1/1 Correspondence A – Z 

Box 2 
 

1/1/2 Correspondence E – H 

Box 3 
 

1/1/3 Correspondence I  - R 

Box 4 
 

1/1/4 Correspondence S – Z 

Box 5 
 

1/1/5 Miscellaneous Unsorted Correspondence A - Z 

Box 6 
 

1/1/6 Correspondence 

Box 7 1/1/7 Correspondence 
   
  

Series 2: 
 
Lectures and Research 

   
Box 8 2/1/1 Lecture and Research Notes 
Box 9 2/1/2 Lecture and Research Notes 
Box 10 2/1/3 Lecture and Research Notes 
Box 11 2/1/4 Lecture Notes 
Box 12 2/1/5 Lecture Notes and Reviews by Samuel 
   
   
 Series 3: Goethe 
   
Box 13 3/1/1 Goethe Notes 
Box 14 3/1/2 Goethe Notes 
Box 15 3/1/3 Goethe Notes 
Box 16 3/1/4 Goethe Society  
 3/1/5 Seminar 
   
   
 Series 4:  Novalis 
   
Box 17 4/1/1 Novalis Notes 
Box 18 4/1/2 Novalis Notes 
Box 19 4/1/3 Novalis Notes 
Box 20 4/1/4 Novalis Notes 
Box 21 4/1/5 Novalis Notes 
Box 22 4/1/6 Novalis Notes 
Box 23 4/1/7 Novalis Notes 
Box 24 4/1/8 Novalis Notes 
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Box 25 4/1/9 Novalis Notes 
Box 26 4/1/10 Novalis Jungendshcriften Facsimiles 
 Series 5 Kleist 
   
Box 27 5/1/1 Kleist - Facsimiles and Films 
Box 28 5/1/2 Kleist - Facsimiles and Films 
Box 29 5/1/3 Kleist Notes 
Box 30 5/1/4 Kleist Notes 
Box 31 5/1/5 Kleist Notes 
Box 32 5/1/6 Kleist Notes 
Box 33 5/1/7 Kleist Notes 
Box 34 5/1/8 Kleist Notes 
Box 35 5/1/9 Kleist Notes 
Box 36 5/1/10 Kleist Notes 
   
   
 Series 6 Australian Academy of humanities & Australian 

Humanities Research Council 
   
Box 37 5/1/1 Papers relating to AAH and AHRC 
Box 38 5/1/2 Papers relating to Australian Academy of Humanities 
Box 49 5/1/3 Papers relating to AHRC 
   
   
 Series 7 Society for Australian - German Student Exchange 
   
Box 39 7/1/1 Various Papers 
Box 40 7/1/2 Various Papers 
   
   
 Series 8 Miscellaneous Organisations 
   
Box 41 8/1/1 Papers relating to various congresses in Australian & Overseas  
Box 42 8/1/2 Papers from Various Universities including Thesis reports 
   
Box 44 8/2/1 University of Melbourne, Staff & Student Files 
   
   
 Series 9 Miscellaneous Subjects of interest to Samuel 
   
Box 43 9/1/1 Notes on German for Schools 
Box 45 9/1/2 Papers relating to Politics and Political Philosophy 
Box 46 9/1/3 Notes and sources on German History 
Box 47 9/1/4 Notes and Sources on Nazism 
Box 48 9/1/5 General Comparative Literature 
Box 50 9/1/6 History of Language 
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Box 51 9/1/7 George Fontaine & Nietzsche  
Box 52 9/1/8 Wieland 
Box 53 9/1/9 German Literature 
   
 Series 10 Correspondence & Miscellaneous Notes removed from 

Samuel’s Library Books 
   
Box 54  ‘Offprints by Others’, assorted literary journals and pamphlets, 

mostly German language. 
Box 55  ‘Offprints by Others’, assorted literary journals and pamphlets, 

mostly German language. 
Box 56  Correspondence and Notes 
Box 57  Correspondence and Notes 
Box 58  Notes: 

Deutsche Akademie 
Das Jahrbuch Fűr Internationale Germanistik (International 
Journal of Germanic Philology) 

   
   
 

THE END 

http://cat.lib.unimelb.edu.au/search~S30?/dGermanic+philology+--+Periodicals./dgermanic+philology+periodicals/-3,-1,0,B/browse�

