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BUTLER FAMILY 

Dec:eued. 'l'ransfenad by Mr. W. V. Bu1:lu, 
   

Residents in Victoria, south Australia, Taamall1a, 
and New Zealand, 1840. to 1810.. 

(See also introductions to individual 1ttema) 
The :relevant family s:elaUonahips are as followa. 

Major GeaeJ:al a.Uc 
87th Ra9J.ment 

I I I 
Major Edward Butler 

I 
capt:aia Qanld V. BUUU 

961:1\ lt8g'~t 
(later Major) 

I 

tJ..eut. V.tUU:8 Butlft ~tte ~ 
'5th Poft 
(lata capt:aia 8Il4 
Bnftt Jlajozo) 

..;;GJM ... O .... Mlt ......... 2. ______ ..... J ... ob_ml ... : ..... 81 ....... !f!!!!X .......... ........" letters to Major B4wU'CI BUUu 

,;;GIO=OP--..;;,3,;;., _____ ,;..;,Wa1="=J: ... Bd ... · ... U=v ... , letters to h1a faUy in Inlaad 

G1i1OOP 5. ~ Villan Butler, paper. CODoem1nCJ II1Utary c:taneJ: 

Joel S1d.th ~, retd.a1aoenoes 



BU'l'LER FAMILY 2. 

GROUP 1. 

1/1 

1/2 

GROUP 2. 

2/1 

2/3 

GROUP 3. 

MRS. BUTLER, DIARY 

1 envelope, BIS. 

1846 and 1849 

Describes voyage from Adelaide to QUicker Bay (near Mt. Gambier) 
where captain Butler was to be Government Resident, and the 
establishment of a tent and hut settlement there. Gives a brief 
but solid indication of pioneering trials. 
23 October 1846 - 23 November 1846. 

'rrip to Launoeston (from QUicker Bay?) and overland to BobaJ:t Town. 
Details of day to day personal activities in Hobart. 
l' April 1849 - 25 JUne 1849. 

JOHN Bl:.AHENfi, Colonial Secretary's Office, Melbourne, letters to 
Major Edward Butler, Bally Adams, AthX, Ireland 

1 envelope, me. 
1854-1855 

Notes overstaffed Government offices in Melbourne and meaIl10ns 
GoV'ernment pay. 
23 July 1854. 

27 October 1854. 

Notes low ebb in Wa1 tar Butler' s fortunes. 
15 August 1855. 

WAIlrER BU'l'LER, letters to his faudlX in Ireland 

Mainly concerned with family news, hopes of a reunion, and details 
of weather. Most letters note an enolosure of money for his ~ts. 
They provide quite good insights into a MJl who was not very happy 
in the Colony. 

Walter Butler arrived in Melbourne in 1854, stayed with his alUlt and 
uncle and worked first in a Government Department (possibly customs 
House). Mid 1856 joined a regiment which was stationed mainly at 
Beeohworth. 

1 envelope, me. 
4 February 1854 - 27 February 1873. 

3/1 To his father and mother from Ship 'Hersey', Table Bay. 
4 February l8S4. 

3/2 To his mother, from Melbourne. 
Opinion of people who would do well in Melbourne. 
8 September l8S4. 

3/3 To his father, from Melbourne. 
29 September l8S4. 

-:3/4 To his father, from H.M.CUStoms, QUeens Wharf, Melbourne. 
9 November l8S4. 



GROUP 3. WALTER BtJ'l'LBR, letters to his family in Ireland cont. 

3/5 To his mother, from Melbourne. 
Butler'. aunt is using a builClin9 society to 98t a bouse. 
8 January 1855. 

3/6 '1'0 his father, frem Melbourne. 
8 January 1855. 

3/7 To hi. mother, from Melbourne. 
14 February 1855. 
Reduction of Govermnent service salaries. Gives an account of 
his monthly expenditure, includin9 a SUlll to a Land Society in 

3. 

the hope of eventually having a '*D. Dislike of COlony - Colonial 
girls, Colonial concern with money. wanta an overseership in the 
bush as feels there is more futw:'e in workinq for himself than the 
qoverDIIl8Dt. • 

3/8 To his mother, from Melbourne. 
Notes general poverty of Colonists. 
30 April 1955. , 

3/9 To his father, fram Melbourne. 
Dissatisfied with prospects - present Government job insecure and 
with poor prospects socially and dcmastically. Can not get a job 
in the bush. Has applied for commiaaion in Ceylon Rifles. Steps 
taken to obtain the commission, (aee also 10-13 below on this). 
14 August 1855. 

3/10 To his father, fran Melbourne. 
15 August 1855. 

3/11 Side 1. To Villers Butler 
29 September 1955. 

Side 2. To his mother. 
n.d. 

3/12 To his mother, fran Melbourne. 
9 February 1856. 

3/13 To Villers Butler, from Melbourne. 
11 March 1856. 

3/14 To his mother, fram camp Beechworth. 
17 August 1856. 

3/15 To his mother, from camp Beechworth. 
6 December 1856. 

3/16 To his mother, from camp Beechworth. 
17 January 1857. 

3/17 To Kate Butler, fran Sale. 
23 F~ 1857. 

3/18 To his mother, from camp Beechworth. 
Fears a salary reduction with change of Miniatry. 

9 MarGt\ 1857. 



BUTLER FAMILY 

GROUP 3. WAL'lER BtJ'rLBR, letters to his family in Ireland 

3/19 To his mother, from camp Beechworth. 
23 March 1857. 

3/20 To his mother, from cap Beechworth. 
18 May 1857. 

3/21 To his father, from camp Beechworth. 
11 June 1857. 

3/22 To his mother, from camp Beechworth. 

cont. 

Notes current fi9htinq between Chinese and Europeans which 1s 
expected to spread over all the goldfields. 
11 July 1857. 

3/23 To his mother, Beechworth. 
21 August 1857. 

3/24 To his mother, fran camp Beechworth. 
8 September 1857. 

3/25 To his mother, from camp Beechworth. 
12 D&c-b.er 1857. 

3/26 To his mother, from camp Beechworth. 
12 January 1858. 

3/27 To his mother, from C8D;) Beechworth. 

4. 

Notes 80 many qood types are tryinq to qat into the police force 
that a larqe number are being- rejected. 
13 March 1858. 

3/28 To his mother, from camp Beechworth. 
13 March 1858. 

3/29 To his mother, from camp Beechworth. 
Describe. new ministry as :Roman catholic and low Irish. own 
dc:aasUo affairs. 
13 AprU 1858. 

3/30 To his father, from Camp Beechworth. 
Dearness of food and clothes at Beechworth. 
13 May 1858. 

3/31 To his mother, from Beechworth. 
13 May 1858. 

3/32 To his mother, from camp Beechwortb. 
Re~ for going to Beechwort:h in 1856. 
10 July 1858. 

3/33 To his mother, from SOUth Yarra, Melbourne. 
14 July 1858. 

3/34 To his mother, fzaa C&qjI Beechwortb. 
Appointed (honorary) warden of nearby goldfields - difficult .•• of the 
post and its expenses. 
12 November 1858. 



cmotlP 3. WlWJ."ER BoaER, letters to his flUIdly in Inland 

3/35 To his mother, fmm Walguseyal.e. 
21 October 1860. 

3/36 To Kate, fran Sale. 
26 November 1866 (?). 

3/37 To Kate, fran BeecIhwor1:h. 
27 February 1873. 

3/38 To his mother, fran 8 Avenue ~d, (Great Britain) 

5. 

cont. 

n.d. (before sailin9 for AustraUa, 1.e. before J'ebruazy 1854) 

3/39 To Kate, from 8 Avenue Road (G.B.) 
n.d. (as 38 above). 

3/40 To his father. 
n.d. (16 August 1855?) 

3/41 'l'o his mother. 
n.d. (15 July (later than 1855). 

3/12 Letter without head, addres., or date. Probably frem Melbourne 
and after March 1856. 

3/43 Letter without head, addre.s, or date. Last pag-e only. 

3/44 

3/45 

3/46 

3/.~'.t 

GROUP 4. 

4/1 

4/2 

To his mother, frcm camp Beechworth. 
wri tten on a Beechwoz1:h letter sheet. 

'1'0 his mother, no date or address. 

To his mother, no date or a4dress. 

Letter 011 back of picture of camp Buildin9s, Beechworth, showing 
SUperintendent. of Police' s Bouse, Police Office, Stable, Gold 
Reoeiver's Qu.arteJ:s. 
n.d. 

KAm BU'l'LER., Inwards Letters 

Annette F. Butler to Date Butler, fran South Yura. 
n.d. (mid 1850s7). 

7 Butler to Kate, from 11 Synnott Place. 
n.d. 

4/3 ? to Kate (possibly captain Gera1d Butler's wife or dauqht:ers) 
from SOUth Yura. 
19 JUly, DO year 9iven. 



BU'J.'LBR FAMILY •• 

GBOUP 5. CAP1'ADf ~LATBR BRBVBT M!J019 VI1'.tLUS BU'.l'LBR, PllnRS 

5/1 

5/2 

5/3 

5/4 

5/5 

5/6 

5/7 

5/8 

5/9 

5/10 

villars Butler spent. h1a boyhood and youth in Adelaide, 
Ta.a .. i a, and Melbourne. ~ch 1858 camai ssioned as ensign 
65th foot. Served in New zealand ware. Died single, of a 
heart disease, in London, 10 July 1874. 

1 envelope 
March 1858 - 1874 

Villars Butler, gentleman, appointment as an ensign, 65th foot 
9 March 1858. 

Ensign Villars Butler, order to join Cozps. 
29;,_ March 1858. 

Colonel A.F.W. Wyatt (65th foot) to the Mil1ury Secnury, 
Let.ter. 
Report. on action at C&merontown, 7 September 1863. Mentions 
Lieut.. V. But.ler injured. 
copy, ma. 
11 September, 1863 

Lieut. General ca.ron to Bis Excellency Sir George Grey, 
Let.ter. 
ReCCllllllends Villars Butler for special notice. 
copy, mae 
11 September 1863. 

Lieut. General cameron to Secretary of st.at.e for War. Extract 
fX'Cll'll Dispat.ch. 
Mfm. .... ~. V. Butler. 
copy, ma. 
5 OCtober 1864 (?) 

Lieut.. V. Butler. cert1ficat.e of having attended training at 
School of Musketz'y, Hyt.he, and knowledqe of muaketJ:y signa, 
and qualification to t.each Patoon Exercises and Position Drill. 
6 November 1866. 

A. Wyatt. of 65th Foot. (H1qh street Barracks, Dublin) to Villars 
Butler. 
Letter 5 December 1868. 
Encl. Dispat.ch extract, Lieut. General cameron to His EXcellency 
the Governor of New Zealand. Mentions V. Butler. 
copy, DUI. 
11 September 1863. 

Lieut. V. Butler, Appointment as C&pt.a1n in the 65th foot 
9 JuDe 1870. 

C&pt:a1n V. Butler to ? Letter. 
Requesu consideration for a Brevet. Major. 
5 July 1870. 

R.B. MacGregor, C1O'IINnder 65th foot., to the Military Secretary, 
Royal Hospital, lublin, Lett.er. 
copy, ma. 
Recommends villars Butler for a Brevet Major. 

10 July 1870. 



BtJIl'LBR FAMILY 7. 
.,. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------->~ 
GROUP 5. 

5/11 

5/12 

5/13 

GROUP 6. 

captain Villars Butler, quaUfied to inatruct AI:ay Signal.llng. 
hell the School of MiUtuy Enqineerinq, Chatham. 
2 August 1870. 

SiClney Gosborne, AJ:my Pu.l:obase CcI'tIIli8sions, London, 
V. Butler. Letter 
NoUfication that will receive i.700 for his connis.ion on 
ret1raaeat. 
6 september 1873. 

AlJ.ce and AIU18tte Butler to Qgeen Victoria, Petition. 
'lhat the petitioners be ~anted 1:he tM·Vlllars Butler (their 
brother) would have received for his ccaD1ssion had he not died. 
n.d. (after July 1874.) 

'.rClIIpld;ns was one of a put.y of 15 Americans who UTiftd in 
Melbourne early 1853. After adventures with an unprincipled 
'quide anQ drayaan', they camped near the WOolshed gold field, 
by Beechworth. 

The rltlliniscences eontain soma deseri.tiona of the BeeohwoJ:th 
dt99ing's, unrest, sly 91"OJI!Iin9', prices, and the oharacter of 
Mr. M. Myers, a cadet in eharg'e of the Woolshed police. Also 
aooount of trip to Beechworth frcm Melbourne. 
25p. ma. 
Dated Beaufort, 1 HoveIIIber 1896. 
Si9n8d1 J.O. 26 November 1896. 

Patrioia Marcard 
Assistant Archivist 
April 1964. 




