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Business, organisations
Manufacturers, agricultural machinery

1925-1982

36 boxes

Gaston Bros. began in business in 1910. From 1930 many of their
products were distributed through International Harvester Co. Pty. Ltd.
The company closed down on 11 April 1987.

3 April 1987

Open

Sales sheets; stock books; ledgers; costings; cash returns; annual
reports; shareholder's balance sheets; annual accounts; monthly
statement of receipts; expenditure.

Only boxes 1 to 36 of the Accession number 1987.0069 are listed on the
present list.

Steven Hyde
February 1998
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Box 1

Box 2

Box 3

Gaston Bros

Preliminary List of Records

Office Salaries and Plant purchases on Hire Purchase 1925

Land purchases and rentals 1935 - 82

Selling of Barret and Fink Street properties and purchase of Bruce Street property 1971 - 72
Overdraft application 1974 - 81

Correspondence with University of Melbourne archives 1976

Correspondence with Chamberlain - Deere 1981

Annual Report 1982

Documentation indicating financial hardship of International Harvester and Gaston Bros
1982 - 83

Merger between Gaston Bros and Horwood Bagshaw 1928

Plant valuation of various buildings and machinery situated at Arden and Bruce Street 1929
Superannuation certificate documentation, staff authorisations of salary deduction to
contribute to superannuation, ‘non subsidised’ staff members due to maturing of policy or
resignation 1932 - 1974

Share valuations 1945 - 67

Passbooks 1951 - 66, Chequebook 1951 -59

The Chamber of Manufactures Insurance Limited, Safety Survey Report 1970
The Chamber of Manufactures Insurance Limited, Fire Protection Report 1973
Documentation concerning office cleaning 1975

MMBW waste management agreement with Gaston Bros 1979
Documentation concerning salary arrangements 1981

Documentation concerning insurance cover for Gaston Bros 1981 - 82

Documentation concerning insurance cover for Gaston Bros 1983 - 85
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Box 4

Box 5

Box 6

Gaston Bros

Preliminary List of Records

Documentation concerning building extensions and repairs Bruce Street and Arden Street
premises in Flemington 1965 - 81

Specifications of office and store extension at Arden Street premises May 968

Correspondence with the Environmental Protection Authority and associated documentation
concerning pollution control (includes Environment Protection Act 1970) 1972 - 83

Specifications of emergency generation room at Arden Street premises March 1974
Proposed specifications of alterations to Arden Street premises March 1981

Proposed specifications of alterations to Arden Street premises (Stage 2) July 1981

Share registers 1925 - 67(two volumes)

Ledger outlining Plant costs, Construction costs, Dies, Patterns, Jigs, Packaging,
Experimental, Repairs and Maintenance and Extra Work and Rework 1935 - 73

Journal 1954 - 72

Bound documentation concerning ‘Reorganisation and reduction of Capital’ 25/1/67

Ledger outlining Capital,Shares, Dividends, Accounts, Profit and Loss, Reserve for
Contingencies(Legal Expenses, Income Tax), Patent Rights, Preliminary Expenses,
Leasehold building, Freehold land and building, Machinery, Loose Tools, Typewriters and
Office Furniture, Hire purchase, Fixtures and Fittings, Motor Vehicles, Stock on Hand,
Depreciations ~ (date range 1925 - 42)

Ledger outlining Sundry Purchases, Sundry Creditors, Sundry Debitors, Supplies, Bank
Accounts, Machinery, Loose Tools, Fixture and Fittings, Typewriters and Office Machines,
Motor Vehicles, Sales, Bills Receivable, Petty Cash, Salaries, Directors Fees, Wages Non-
Productive, Travelling Expenses, Vehicle running costs and repairs, Commissions,
Adpvertising, Discount Allowed, Exchange, Cartage, Freight, Interest Paid, Postage, Duty
Stamps, Printing and Stationery, Legal Expenses, Patent Fees, Bad Debts, Income Tax,
General Office Expense, Discount Received, Purchase Summary, Stores, Fuel, Power and
Light, Insurance, Rates and Taxes, Repairs and Maintenance, Sales, Experts Expenses,.
‘Suspense’ Account, Donations, Experimental, Patterns, New Building (Extension,
Property), Rent, Rent received, Royalty, Sales Tax,Payroll Tax, Superannuation, Dies
(date range 1926 - 68)

Journal outlining Commissions, Salaries, Returns, Allowances, Experts expenses, Purchases,
Travelling expenses, Dishonoured bills, Royalties, Sales, Interest, Maintenance, Freight,
Vehicle running costs, Advertising, Legal expenses (date range 1925 - 33)
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Gaston Bros

Preliminary List of Records

Box 6 cont:

Box 7

Box 8

Box 9

Box 10

Box 11

Journal outlining Shares, Accounts, Uncalled Capital, Patents, Property, Buildings, Plants
and Machinery, Loose tools, Stock on Hand, Freight, Patterns, Dies, Repairs and
Maintenance, Directors Fees, Depreciation, Vehicle expenses, Office expenses, Salaries,
Advertising, Fuel, Power and Lighting, Rates, Insurance (date range 1925 - 53)

Plant Journal outlining details concerning Blacksmith’s supplies, Foundary supplies, Paint
supplies and other miscellaneous Plant supplies
(date range 1931 - 72)

Register of Directors from 1961 -79

Miscellaneous (date range 1924-73)

Apprenticeship papers, Mines Dept Certificate, Returned Checks, Correspondence Chamber
of Manufacturers Insurance Limited, Statuatory Declarations, Agreements, Guarantees,
Licence of Manufacture, Covering Deed, Certificate of Registration of Mortgage

Miscellaneous (date range 1979 - 82)
Notification of change of address, Rubbish removal quote, Leasing outdoor advertising space,
Pointer board specifications, Memorandum concerning audio testing,

Balance Sheets and Accounts 1945 - 75
Superannuation/ Insurance 1968 -73
Payroll Tax, State Stamp Duties, Income Tax 1968 -75

Industrial Research and Development Incentives Board 1974 - 81
Production Programme 1970 -71

Production Programme 1971 - 72

G. Eurell’s calculations (wages, tables ect) 1975 - 80 - 5 exercise books
Annual factory census forms completed 1929 - 66

Final Accounts to 1975

Share register

Sundry Correspondence 1954

Comparison of receipts 1958

Minutes Board of Directors meetings 1968 - 80
Export Sales Ledgers

Tax Papers 1967

Director’s meeting minutes 1968 - 81
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Box 12

Box 13

Box 14

Gaston Bros

Preliminary List of Records

Director’s meeting minutes 1953 - 61
Director’s meeting minutes 1952 - 59
Director’s meeting minutes 1953 - 59

Tax Certificates 1967 - 68, 1968 - 69, 1969 - 70, 1970 - 71
Time Cards 1942 - 65

Various Parts Manuals

Pay Sheets 1975/76, 76/77, 77/78, 78/79

Stock Sheets 1970 - 71, 1971 - 72

Sales Ledger 1933 -64

Minutes of Director’s Meeting 1962 - 67

Collins Handy Decimal Reckoner 1961

Australian Standards

Broken Hill Iron and Steel Price Schedule Merchant Bars 1965

45 Vibra Shank Cultivator Setting up Instructions

Stewart and Lloyds General Catalogue revised 1968

Instruction Manual and Part List for McCormick-Deering GL-200 Power-Drive Header

Harvester

Box 15

Box 16

Balance Sheet and Accounts 1965, 1964, 1963, 1946, 1945, 1944, 1943, 1942, 1940, 1939
Annual reports 1958 - 66
Balance Sheets 1957 - 59

Balance Sheets and Accounts Mar 1932
Balance Sheets and Accounts Mar 1933
Balance Sheets and Accounts Mar 1934
Balance Sheets and Accounts Mar 1935
Balance Sheets and Accounts Mar 1936
Balance Sheets and Accounts Mar 1937
Balance Sheets and Accounts Mar 1938
Balance Sheets and Accounts Mar 1939
Balance Sheets and Accounts Mar 1940
Balance Sheets and Accounts Mar 1942
Balance Sheets and Accounts Mar 1945
Balance Sheets and Accounts Mar 1946
Balance Sheets and Accounts Mar 1947

Taxation Forms 1928/29 - 1953
Balance Sheet Schedules - Liabilities 1932

Certificate of Stock and Patterns 31/3/31
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Gaston Bros
Preliminary List of Records
Box 16 cont
Transfer of Shares document 14th Jan 1944
Share Certificate25 July 1929, 16th January 1928
Box 17

Cash Payment Book 1972, 1975
Stock Sheets 1967/68, 68/69, 69/70

Box 18
Cash Book 1965 - 69
Transfer Journal 1956 - 68
Petty Cash Book 1967 - 68
Cash Receipt Books 1972, 1975, 1978
Sale Order Book 1970
Box 19
Insurance Correspondence 1961 - 78
Stock Control/Balance Books 1957 - 75
Schedule of Insurances 1967 - 79
Insurance Valuation 1977
Survey on the Incidence of earthquake in Australia 1968
Fire Policy Insurance 1962, 1964, 1966, 1967, 1970, 1972
Box 20
Productivity and performance documentation of Gaston Bros as kept by H.A.R Gaston
Includes Minutes of Shareholder Meetings, Statement of Receipts and Expenditure, Report to
Board of Directors, Minutes of Director’s Meeting and other handwritten drafts 1943 - 1946
Annual reports and balance sheets 1963 - 68
Annual reports and balance sheets 1969 - 1980
Annual report and balance sheets 1972
Box 21
Sales summaries 1926 - 53
Capital Reorganization (March 1967)
Box 22
Bank Accounts 1968 - 70

Cash book 1963
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Gaston Bros
Preliminary List of Records
Box 22 cont:

Tools used, Tools improved, Tools stock, Experimental, R/M, Extra work (Entry journal
1971/72)

Box 23
Computer printouts ‘Checklist of FX 18 Air Seeder’ 14/11/80
Tubemakers Stewarts and Lloyds Division Data Sheets 15Nov 1977
Box 24
Balance Sheets and Accounts Jun 1926,27
Balance Sheets and Accounts March 1928 - 1935
Annual Report and Balance Sheet 1961
Adjustments 1944, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53
Annual report 1982
Balance Sheet and Annual report 1971
Box 25
Bank Accounts 1965 - 74
Tools Stock Summary 1972/73
Box 26
Shipping Package Information 1970 - 72
Manufacturing Programme 1978 - 79
Production Performance Charts
Farm Equipment/Construction Equipment Coding Structure and CAO Mechanization 1971
Manufacturing Information 1971 - 79
Box 27
RJ Chinnock Common Law Injury Claim 1969
Patent dispute Ionic Gun 1962 - 66
Ionic Gun dispute Correspondence with HR Noble 1961 - 62

Documents concerning machine identification 1962 -63
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Gaston Bros
Preliminary List of Records
Box 27 cont:

Production Schedule and Material Authority Season 1963
IHC New Zealand A4 -1 Rotary Mower Licence to Manufacture 1958 - 61
Annual General Meeting 27/9/61
Jib Crane Attachment and Concrete Mixer release details 1961
Worker’s Compensation Claim 1966-69
Reports and Correspondence on manufacturing partnerships with Gaston Bros 1966 - 69
Summary of Stock 31st March 1963
Director’s meeting and report documentation 1965-80
Fire Insurance 1947 - 52
Hourly Rates concerning manufacture 1964 - 65
Manufacturing Documentation 1976 - 80

Gibbin’s Farm Implement Company - Proposal for manufacture, 44th, 45th, 46th, 47th
Annual Report, Brochures, Correspondence, Price List 1966 - 73

Box 28
Annual General Meeting 1966/67
Director’s Report and Annual Report 31/3/70
Annual Report and Balance Sheet 1969
Documentation concerning the manufacture of a Potatoe Planter
Report to Board of Director’s Meeting 1953
Box 29
Salaries 1957 - 67
Sales Tax 1954 - 64
Petty Cash April 1972 - March 1976

Cash Book April 1969/70 - March 1972
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Gaston Bros

Preliminary List of Records

Box 30
Staff Superannuation Scheme ( Correspondence, Statements, Summary of Assets, Returns,
Trust Deeds, Policys, 1945 - 81
Staff Superannuation Scheme, Government Savings Bonds, 1972 - 78
Staff Superannuation Scheme 1962 - 68
Box 31
Wage Book 1938 - 1946
Shipping Package Information 1970 - 73
Wages Sheets Control 1966 - 74
Box 32
Minutes Director’s Meetings 1961 - 1971
Farm Machinery and economic crisis paper clippings ie: Massey Ferguson 1971 - 72
Photos Farm Machinery
Box 33

International Harvester Publication ‘Cotton in Australia’ 1966

Material from Board of Directors - inc Minutes of Director’s Meetings, Questions and
Answers to Director Questionaire, Balance Sheets, Manufacturing priority list, Correspondence from
Ford Motor company, Company Income Tax Return, Correspondence from Levingston Advertising,
Correspondence to Buckle Advertising, from Massey Ferguson, Correspondence from Industrial
Valuers, Correspondence from International Harvester , Miscellaneous 1976 - 79

Overdraft and Loan Applications, Signed copy of Annual Report and Balance Sheet
1973, other bank documents and correspondence to do with banking 1969 - 75

Bank documents, Budgets, Balance Sheets and Accounts, Banker’s Reports, Correspondence,
Memorandums for Bankers, Memorandum of Satisfaction 1929 - 1957

Annual Balance 31 March 1968

Re: Pipe Burst Insurance Claim 8/5/69, Director’s Meeting 1971, Manufacturing and Trading
Statement Comparisons 1969 - 70, 1970 - 71, Balance Sheet 1970 - 71

Annual Balance 31 March 1967

Documents pertaining to banking 1929 - 1954, Mortagage Papers 1930, Financial Budget
1956 - 57

Documents pertaining to banking 1969 - 73, Annual Report and Balance Sheet 1973
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Gaston Bros
Preliminary List of Records
Box 34

Overdraft Report 1960
Application for Overdraft Limit Papers 1952 - 59
Balance Sheet and Accounts 1955, 1956, 1960, 1961, 1965
Balance Documents and Overdraft Application 1962
‘Wages Dissection” 1959/60

Shareholder’s Meeting Minutes and Agendas 1970, Director’s Meeting Minutes and Agendas
1970, Annual Report and Balance Sheet 1969, Salary Comparison notes

Sundry Creditors 31/3/60, Allocation of Total Wages 1959, Departmental Labouring Summary
1959,Liabilities, Summary of Stock, Assets, Sales Ledger Balance 1958/59, Balance Sheet, Assets,
Profit and Loss, Manufacture and Trading till 31st March 1960, Balance Sheet and Accounts 1959, The
Taxpayer’s Bulletin July 23 1960

Assets and Liabilities 31st March 1959, Balance Sheet and Accounts

Bank Balance documents 80/81, 81/82, 82/83, 83/84, Agenda/Minutes of Director’s Meeting
1983, Cash Flow Forecast 1983 - 84, Balance Sheet and Accounts 1983, Cash Position 18/11/82,
25/1/83, Trade Debtors 31/10/82, Agenda, Minutes of Director’s Meeting, Bank Correspondence 1982,
Shareholder’s Meeting 1982, Handwritten notes Minutes of General Meeting 1982, Liabilities, Profit
and Loss Statement, Manufacturing and Trading Statement 1972 - 74, Minutes of Director’s Meeting
1974, Director’s Questions to Management Relating to Year Ended 31st March 1974, Balance Sheet
31/3/74, Balance Sheet, Sales, Manufacturing and Trading, Profit and Loss Statement 72/73, 73/74,
74/75, Liberal Party Correspondence 1974, Supplier Numbers for Purchases, Correspondence
requesting payment 1974, Deduction schedule Life Insurance 6/6/74, Annual General Meeting 1978

Documents relating to the postponement of General Meeting 1973, Documents relating to the
nomination of an auditor 1972, Annual General Meeting Agenda 1970, 1971, 72

Overdraft Application Report 1966, Overdraft Application 1969, Bank Documents 1967

Trial Balance 1955, Documents outlining Assets 1961, Overdraft Application Report 1967
Box 35

Correspondence and Sketch Sheets for/bending Brake Press 1961

Catalogues for Photo-Radar Press Guard and Visomat Light Curtain

Sketch for Hydraulic Power Press 1959

Photographs of Presses and Press Guards

Production Statistics 1954

Correspondence and article on Press Guards 1962 - 63
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Gaston Bros
Preliminary List of Records

Box 35 cont

Photographs and correspondence concerning farm machinery

Owner’s Manual GL-200 Header Harvester

Price List of Parts for Gaston One-Man Super Wheel Scoop and Slide Scoop 1929

Owner’s Manual No. 3 Bale Loader

Spare Parts List for the Gaston Grubber Scarifier

Operator’s Manual International A30-1 Toolbar

Parts Catalogue for A42-1 Hay Conditioner

Parts Catalogue for GA15-1 Post Hole Digger

Operator’s Manual for A39-1 Carry Lift

Parts Catalogue International GL-14 Wheel Controlled Offset Disc Harrow

Parts Catalogue International GL-14 Wheel Controlled Offset Disc Harrow

Parts Catalogue 31-1 Liquid Fertilizer Distributor

Spare Parts for Gaston Earth Scoops

Owner’s Manual International Hay Presses

Owner’s Manual International GL-333 Two Wheeled Earth Scoop

Parts Catalogue for International Stump Jump Scarifiers

Owner’s Manual B-3-R Bale Loader

Owner’s Manual International Potatoe Planters

Photo Album Assembly Plants (Bruce Streets, Arden Street), Farm Machinery 1960 - 61
Box 36

Ledger for Bank Accounts 1925 - 1951, Due Bill 1930 - 1931, Purchase Ledger Adjustment
1925 - 1952, Sundry Accounts Accrued Due 1926 - 1928, Sundry Creditors 1928 - 1957, Bills Payable
1925 - 1935, Plant and Machinery 1925 - 1947, Plant Machinery on Hire Purchase 1925 - 1927, Loose
Tools 1925 - 1955, Sales Ledger Adjustment Account 1925 - 1957, Sundry Debtors 1926 - 1943, Bills
Receivable 1925 - 1944, Petty Cash 1925 - 1957, Exchange Cheques 1926, Office Salaries 1927 -
1954, Director’s Fees 1927 - 1946, Traveller’s Salaries 1925 - 1933, Traveller’s Expenses 1925 - 1955,
Repairs and Running Costs (Cars) 1925 - 1956, Commission Paid 1925 - 1956, Advertising 1925 -
1956, Catalogues 1925 - 1942, Discounts Allowed 1925 - 1957, Exchange and Bank Charges 1925 -
1952, Cartage 1925 - 1955, Freight, Marine Insurance and Shipping Charges 1925 - 1955, Freight
Recovered 1925 - 1943, Interest Paid 1925 - 1949, Postage, Telegrams and Phone 1925 - 1955, Duty

Stamps and Promissory Notes 1925 - 1952, Printing and Stationery 1925 - 1953, Patent Fees 1925 -
1949, Bad Debts 1927 - 1948, Income Tax 1928 - 1951, General Office Expenses 1925 - 1956,
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Gaston Bros

Preliminary List of Records
Box 36 cont

Discounts Received 1925 - 1957, Interest Earned 1925 - 1944, Royalties 1926 - 1933,
Purchases (Raw Materials) 1925 - 1953, Stores Control (Steel) 1949 - 1955, Stores Control (Spares)
1947 - 1950, Sundry Purchases 1951 - 1957, Outside Labor and Material 1947 - 1957, Stores Sundry
1949 - 1955, Wages 1925 - 1955, Factory Salaries 1925 - 1955, Fuel 1925 - 1954, Power and Lighting
1925 - 1958, Insurance (Fire, Burglary and Accident) 1925 - 1956, Rates and Taxes 1925 - 1954,
Repairs and Renewals 1925 - 1952, General Factory Expenses 1925 - 1957, Sales 1925 - 1951, Returns
and Allowances 1925 - 1931, Vendor Company Adjustment Account 1925 - 1948, Blocks, Electros
1925 - 1931, Advances 1928 - 1929, Implements Complete and Partly Complete 1925, Expert
Expenses 1925 - 1940, Dishonoured Cheques and Pro. Notes 1926, Agency Fees 1925 - 1946, Reserve
Against Goods on Consignment 1925 - 1926, Donations and Subscriptions 1926 - 1954, Unexpired
Terms Consideration 1926 - 1937, Experimental 1926 - 1945, Unexpired Business Charges 1926,
Prepaid Freights Recoverable 1926 - 1946, Agency Transfers Machines 1926 - 1929, Machines on
Consignment 1929 - 1953, Patterns 1926 - 1944, Freight Gratis Parts 1926 - 1932, Sales Duplicates
1926 - 1937, Extras (Sales and Consignments) 1937 - 1956, Gratis Parts 1926, Show Expenses 1926 -
1954, Service 1926 - 1933, Allowance Freight Machines 1926 -1927, Second Hand Machines 1927 -
1951, New Building for Assembly 1927 - 1945, Rent 1927 - 1949, Royalty Payable 1927 - 1933,
Tractor Expenses 1927 - 1954, Freight on Machines on Consignment 1927 - 1950, Office New (Brick)
1927 - 1928, Cartage Inward 1927 - 1929, Horwood Bagshaw 1928, Loan 1929 - 1935, Building Bruce
Street 1929 - 1930, Freight on Duplicate Parts 1929 - 1956, Supplies 1929 - 1957, Sales Tax 1930 -
1951, Second Hand Machines Consignment 1931 - 1938, Salary Drawn 1936 - 1955, Sales Tax
Reserve 1938 - 1944, Pay Roll Tax 1942 - 1952, Rent (Machinery) 1942 - 1945, Office Works 1942 -
1943, Superannuation 1944 - 1956

Indexes

Six indexes outlining machines made, including some production notes and order numbers
1967 - 1985



