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NAME OF 
COLLECTION 

Lewis, Essington (1881-1961) 

  

ACCESSION NO 1978.0104 

  

CATEGORY Business, individuals 

ACTIVITY  

  

DATE RANGE 1939-1958 

  

SIZE OF 
COLLECTION 

51 microfilm rolls 

  

HISTORICAL 
NOTE 

Lewis was born and educated in Adelaide and graduated in 1903 from the 
South Australian School of Mines, University of Adelaide.  In 1904, he joined the 
Broken Hill Pty. Co. Ltd. as a foreman, and was effectively chief executive from 
1921 to 1950, remaining a director until his death in 1961.  Lewis' corporate 
career was interrupted in May 1940, when he was seconded to the government 
and appointed Commonwealth Director-General of Munitions and Aircraft 
Production until June 1945. Essington Lewis was a business consultant, the 
recipient of countless awards, member of various professional and social 
organizations and the author of numerous books on the Australian iron and 
steel industry.  This accession refers to work of Essington Lewis for the 
Commonwealth Government 1939-1944, particularly as Director-General of 
Munitions and Aircraft Productions. These papers are permanently retained at 
the Australian Archives. 

  

DATE OF 
TRANSFER 

June 1978 

  

ACCESS 
CONDITIONS 

Open 

  



 

DESCRIPTION [Microfilm] copies of outward correspondence 1940-1944; record book of 
important correspondence; copies of reports; Defence Sub-Committee report; 
copies of report on overseas visit 1944-1945; notebook containing technical 
information; index to minutes 1940; munitions diary 1944; details of invitations; 
copies of "Australian Munitions Digest" 1941-1946; Christmas cards; 
photograph album 1944; correspondence files relating to Lewis' activities as 
Director-General of Munitions and Aircraft Production 1939-1943; list of files; 
correspondence files relating to Advisory Panel on Industrial Organisation 1938-
1940; correspondence files with Business Board; personal correspondence; 
miscellaneous publications; newspaper clippings; copies of index to Panel files; 
information files; maps and charts; digest of decisions and announcements. 

  

NOTE ON 
COLLECTIONS 

 

  

NOTE ON 
LISTING 

 

  

LISTED BY  
DATE  
  



CRS No. 

M 261 

M 262 

M 263 

M 264 

M 266 

M 267 

M 268 

M 269 

M 270 

M 271 

M 272 

M 273 

)( 274 

ESSINGTON LEWIS PAPERS 

Series Guide 

Series Title 

Copies of outward oorrespondenoe 
[written by J.M. MoShane and. later 
A.L. Wilson, on behalf of Direotor
General ot Munitions]. 

Copies of outward oorrespondenoe 
[written by J .L. Jenkins on behalf 
of Direotor-Oeneral of Munitions] • 

'iles oontaining correspondenoe 
conduoted by Essington Lewis and 
Messrs. XoVay, Jensen, Brodribb 
and Breen during Lewis's overseas 
visit. 

Reoord book o? important corres
pondence. 

Defence aub-oommittee report on 
the ''Manufaoture of Aircraft in 
Australia" 1939. 

Copies of a Report on a visit to 
U.S.A., Canada, Great Britain and 
India, 1944-1945; Airoraft and 
Munitions - by Essington Lewis, 
J .M. McShane and J .L. Jenkins. 

Notebook oontaining technical in
formation arranged alphabetically 
by subject. 

"Australian Munitions Digest". 

Index to Minutes written by 
Essington Lewis. 

Munitions .LIiary 1944. 

Book oontaining details of in
vitations to dinners, luncheons 
eto. to or from Mr. Essington Lewis. 

Christmas cards received by 
Mr. and Mrs. Essington Lewis. 

Phctograph album oontaining prints 
of the t ranapori and launohing of 
56 ton tUB. 

Correspondence files relating to 
Essington Lewis's activities as 
Direotor-General of Munitions. 

Date Range 

1941-1944 

1940-1944 

1944-1945 

1940 

1939 

1944-1945 

c.1942 

1941-1946 
[ 1944J 

1940 

1944 

1941-1942 

1940 

1944 

1940-1943 
[ 1939-1943] 

Roll No. 

1 

2 - 7 

8 

8 

8 

8 & 9 

9 

9 & 10 

10 

10 

10 

13 

13 

13 - 25 



CRS No. Series Title Date Range Roll No. 

I 275 "LiBt of files" [list of file 1940-1945 25 
titles for oorrespondence tile. 
relating to !:asington Lewis' s 
a~iviti .. as D1reotor-Oeneral 
of lunitiou. 

M 276 Correspond8D08 files relating to 1938-1940 27-36 
the Ad.viso17 Panel OIl Induatrial [ 1933-1940) 
Organisation, alphabetioal serie •• 

II 277 Copies of "ladex to Panel file." 1938-1940 39 
(li.t of tile titles for oorres-
pondenoe file. relating to the 

. . 
Advi.or" Panel on Induatr1a1 
Organisation, alphabetical serie.). 

M 278 Correspondenoe file. relating to 1940-1941 39-47 
Lewi.'s aotivities as Dtreotor-General 
of lunition., two nUllber .erie. with 
"A" prefiX. 

II 279 Corresp0a4ence tile. with "BB" 1939-1940 37 & 38 
[Busines. BoardJ prefix. 

M 280 PeraoDal. oorrespondem e. alphabet ioa1 1938-1958 48-51 
aerie •• 

I 281 Report to the Combined Produotion 1942 25 
aDd aeaouroe. Board ~ the Steel 
li.sion to the United Kingdom. 

I 282 liscellaneous publioation. and 1936-1943 25 " 26 
printed .tter. 

I 283 Polder of nevapaper clippings, 1941-1943 38 
and. oftioe poner. 

I 284 Polders of information papers. 1940-1943 26 

• 285 Personal tile. on aircraft and 1941-1945 38 
lDUrlitions. 

M 286 Digests of decisions and anDounce- 1942-1949 11 & 12 
ments, aDl 1aportant speeches by 
the Prime lini.ter. 

M 395 Unfiled map. and.chart •• No date 51 



ESSINGTON LEWIS PAPERS 

Miorofilm Quide 

ROLL 1 

CRS .. 261: Volumes 1 - 3 

ROLL 2 

CRS M 262: Volume 1 
Volume 2 (pari) 

ROLL 3 

CRS .. 262: Volume 2 (part) 
Volumes 3 &. 4 

ROLL 4 

CRS M 262: Volumes 5 &. 6 
Volume 7 (part) 

ROLL 5 

CRS .. 262: Volume 7 (part) 
Volume 8 

ROLL 6 

CRS M 262& Volumes 9 &. 10 
Volume 11 (pari) 

ROLL 7 

CRS .. 262: Volume 11 (part) 
Volumes 12 - 14 

ROLL 8 

CRS M 263: ItemB 1 &. 2 

CRS • 2641 1tem 1 

CRS M 2651 Items 1 &. 2 

CRS M 266: Item 1 (part) 

ROLL 9 

CRS M 266: Item 1 (part) 
Item 2 

CRS M 267: Item 1 

CBS • 268: Item 1 (part) 

ROLL 10 

CRS. 2681 Item 1 (part) 

CRS • 2691 Item 1 

CRS M 270: Item 1 

CRS M 271: Item 1 



- 2 -

ROLL 11 

CRS M 286: Digest Nos. 39 - 141 (with gaps) 

ROLL 12 

CRS M 286: Digest Noe. 142 - 147 

ROLL 13 

CRS M 272 

CRS M 273: Item 1 

CRS M 2741 Items 1 - 5 

ROLL 14 

CRS • 2741 Item 6 (part) 

ROLL 15 

CRS M 274: 

ROLL 16 

CRS M 2741 

ROLL 17 

CRS M 2741 

ROLL 18 

Item 6 (part) 
Item 7 (part) 

Item 7 ~part) 
Item 8 part) 

Item 8 (part) 
Items 9 - 11 

CRS M 274: Items 12 - 17 

ROLL 19 

CRS M 2741 

ROLL 20 

CRS M 274: 

ROLL 21 

Items 18 - 21 

Items 22 - 24 
Item 25 (part) 

CRS M 2741 Item 25 (part) 
Items 26 & 27 
Item 28 (part) 

ROLL 22 

CRS II 2741 

ROLL 23 

CBS M 274: 

ROLL 24 

Item 28 (part) 
Item 29 (part) 

Item 29 (part) 
Items 30 - 36 

CRS M 274: Iteme 37 - 40 



- 3 -
ROLL 2~ 

CBS K 2741 Items 41 & 42 

CBS K 275: Item 1 

CRS • 281. Item 1 

CRS K 282: Items 1 - 3 

ROLL i6 

CRS • 2821 Items 4 - 1 
CBS • 284: Items 1 - 4 

ROLL &1 
CKS • 2761 Items 1 - 5 

10lt,L ~ 

CBS • 2761 Items 6 & 7 

lOLL 12 
CBS • 276. Itell8 8 - 22 

ROLL .)0 

CBS K 276: Ite_ 23 - 33 

lOLL l1 

CBS • 2761 Items 34 - 37 

lOLL li 

CRS • 276: Item 38 (pan) 

ROLL l.j 

CBS JI 276: Item 38 (part) 
Items 39 - 43 

ROLL l4 

CBS • 276: Items 44 - 52 

IS&~ l~ 
CBS • 276: Items 53 - 60 

ROLL li 
CBS • 276: Items 61 - 62 

lOLL II 
CBS K 279a BB1-BB5 

RO~ .)8 

CRS • 2791 BB6-BB8 

CRB K 2831 Items 1 & 2 

CBS • 2851 Items 1 & 2 



- 4 -

ROLL 39 

CRS M 211: Item 1 

CRS J( 218: A1/29 
A 5/5 
A16/3B 

ROLL 40 

CRS J( 278: A16/3D 
A16/25 

ROLL 41 

CRS J( 278: A21/12 
A23/5 Part 1 (part) 

ROLL 42 

CRS J( 278: A23/5 Part 1 ~part) 
A23/5 Part 2 part) 

ROLL 4J 
cas J( 278: A23~ Part 2 ~part~ 

A23 5 Part 3 part 

ROLL 44 
CRS II 278: A23~ Part 3 ~Part ~ 

A23 5 Part 4 part 

ROLL 45 

CRS J( 2781 A23/5 Part 4 (part) 

ROLL 46 

CRS J( 2781 A23/5 Part 5 

ROLL 41 

CRS )( :';278: A23/5 Part 6 
, 

ROLL 48 
CRB .'280: Items 1 - 3 

Item 4 (part) 

ROLL 49 

CRS J( 280 I Item 4 (part) 
Items 5 - 11 

ROLL 59 
I 

cas J( 280: Items 12 - 18 

ROLL, 51 
I 

CRS J(/280: Item 19 

CRSM '395: Figures 1 - 3 

I, 



CRS No. 

M 261 

M 262 

M 263 

M 264 

M 265 

M 266 

M 267 

M 268 

M 269 

ii 270 

M 271 

M 272 

!Ii 273 

M 274 

ESSINGTON LEWIS PAPERS 

Series Guide 

Series Title 

Copies of outward oorrespondenoe 
( written by J.M. MoShane and later 
A.L. Wilson, on behalf of Direotor-
General of Juni tiona) • 

Copies of outward oorrespondenoe 
[written by J .L. Jenkins on behalf 
of Direotor-Oeneral of Munitions]. 

'iles oontaining correspondenoe 
oonducted by Essington Lewis and 
Messrs. IcVey, Jensen, Brodribb 
and Breen during Lewis' s overseas 
visit. 

Record book 0'£ important oorres-
pondenee. 

Defenoe SUD-oommittee report on 
the "Manufacture of Aircraft in 
Australia" 1939. 

Copies of a Report on a visit to 
U.S.A., Canada, Great Britain and 
India, 1944-1945; Aircraft and 
Munitions - by Essington Lewis, 
J .M. McShane and J .L. Jenkins. 

Notebook containing technical in-
formation arranged alphabetically 
by subjeot .. 

"Australian Munitions Digest". 

Index to Minutes written by 
Essington Lewis. 

MuniU.ons JJiar,y 1944. 

Book oontaining details of in-
vitations to dinners, luncheons 
eto. to or from Mr. Essington Lewis. 

Christmas cards received by 
Mr. and Mrs. Essington Lewis. 

Photograph album oontaining prints 
of the transport and launohing of 
56 ton tug. 

Correspondenoe files relating to 
Essington Lewis's, activities as 
Direotor-General of Munitions. 

Date Range Roll No. 

1941-1944 1 

1940-1944 2 - 7 

1944-1945 8 

1940 8 

19.39 8 

1944-1945 8 & 9 

c.1942 9 

1941-1946 9 & 10 
[1944) 

1940 10 

1944 10 

1941-1942 10 

1940 13 

1944 13 

1940-1943 1.3 - 25 
(19.39-1943J 



CRS No. Series Title Date Range Roll No. 

I 275 "LiBt of files" [list of file 1940-1945 25 
titles for oorrespondence tile. 
relating to !:asington Lewis' s 
a~iviti .. as D1reotor-Oeneral 
of lunitiou. 

M 276 Correspond8D08 files relating to 1938-1940 27-36 
the Ad.viso17 Panel OIl Induatrial [ 1933-1940) 
Organisation, alphabetioal serie •• 

II 277 Copies of "ladex to Panel file." 1938-1940 39 
(li.t of tile titles for oorres-
pondenoe file. relating to the 

. . 
Advi.or" Panel on Induatr1a1 
Organisation, alphabetical serie.). 

M 278 Correspondenoe file. relating to 1940-1941 39-47 
Lewi.'s aotivities as Dtreotor-General 
of lunition., two nUllber .erie. with 
"A" prefiX. 

II 279 Corresp0a4ence tile. with "BB" 1939-1940 37 & 38 
[Busines. BoardJ prefix. 

M 280 PeraoDal. oorrespondem e. alphabet ioa1 1938-1958 48-51 
aerie •• 

I 281 Report to the Combined Produotion 1942 25 
aDd aeaouroe. Board ~ the Steel 
li.sion to the United Kingdom. 

I 282 liscellaneous publioation. and 1936-1943 25 " 26 
printed .tter. 

I 283 Polder of nevapaper clippings, 1941-1943 38 
and. oftioe poner. 

I 284 Polders of information papers. 1940-1943 26 

• 285 Personal tile. on aircraft and 1941-1945 38 
lDUrlitions. 

M 286 Digests of decisions and anDounce- 1942-1949 11 & 12 
ments, aDl 1aportant speeches by 
the Prime lini.ter. 

M 395 Unfiled map. and.chart •• No date 51 



ESSINGTON ~wIS PAPERS 

Miorofilm Quide 

ROLL 1 
CRS M 261: Volumes 1 - 3 

ROLL .2 

CRS M 2621 Volume 1 
Volume 2 (part) 

ROLL l 
CRS M 262: Volume 2 (part) 

Volumes 3 &: 4 

ROLL 4 

CRS M 262s Volumes 5 &: 6 
Volume 7 (part) 

ROLL 5 

cas at 262: Volume 7 (part) 
Volume 8 

ROLL 6 

cas M 2621 Volumes 9 &: 10 
Volume 11 (part) 

ROLL 7 
CRS • 262: Volume 11 (part) 

Volumes 12 - 14 

ROLL 8 
Cfts M 263. 

cas M 264: 

CRS M 2651 

cas M 266: 

ROLL 9 

Items 1 &: 2 

Item 1 

Itema 1 &: 2 

Item 1 (part) 

CRS M 2661 Item 1 (part) 
Item 2 

CRS M 267: Item 1 
CRB • 268: Item 1 (part) 

ROLL 10 
CRS • 2681 Item 1 (part) 

CRS M 269: Item 1 

Cfts M 210: Item 1 

cas M 211: Item 1 



- 2 -

ROLL 11 

CRS M 286: Digest Nos. 39 - 141 (with gaps) 

ROLL 12 

CRS M 286: Digest Nos. 142 - 147 

ROLL 13 

CRS M 272 

cas M 273: Item 1 

CRS M 274: Items 1 - 5 

ROLL '4 
cas )I 274: Item 6 (part) 

ROLL 15 

CRS M 274: Item 6 (part) 
Item 7 (part) 

ROLL 16 

CRS M 274: 

ROLL 13 

Item 7 (part) 
Item 8 (part) 

CRS M 274: Item 8 (part) 
Items 9 - 11 

ROLL 18 

CRS M 274: Items 12 - 17 

ROLL '2 
CRS M 2741 

ROLL 20 

CRS M 274: 

ROLL 21 

CRS M 274: 

ROLL 22 

CRS M 274: 

ROLL 2l 
CRS M 274: 

ROLL g4 

CRS M 274: 

Items 18 - 21 

Items 22 - 24 
Item 25 (part) 

Item 25 (part) 
Items 26 & 27 
Item 28 (part) 

Item 28 ~part~ 
Item 29 part 

Item 29 (part) 
Items )0 - )6 

Items 37 .... 40 



- 3 -
ROLL 2~ 

CBS K 2741 Items 41 & 42 

CBS K 275: Item 1 

CRS • 281. Item 1 

CRS K 282: Items 1 - 3 

ROLL i6 

CRS • 2821 Items 4 - 1 
CBS • 284: Items 1 - 4 

ROLL &1 
CKS • 2761 Items 1 - 5 

10lt,L ~ 

CBS • 2761 Items 6 & 7 

lOLL 12 
CBS • 276. Itell8 8 - 22 

ROLL .)0 

CBS K 276: Ite_ 23 - 33 

lOLL l1 

CBS • 2761 Items 34 - 37 

lOLL li 

CRS • 276: Item 38 (pan) 

ROLL l.j 

CBS JI 276: Item 38 (part) 
Items 39 - 43 

ROLL l4 

CBS • 276: Items 44 - 52 

IS&~ l~ 
CBS • 276: Items 53 - 60 

ROLL li 
CBS • 276: Items 61 - 62 

lOLL II 
CBS K 279a BB1-BB5 

RO~ .)8 

CRS • 2791 BB6-BB8 

CRB K 2831 Items 1 & 2 

CBS • 2851 Items 1 & 2 



- 4 -

ROLL ~9 

CRS II 277: Item 1 

CRB • 278: A1/29 
A5/5 
A16/3B 

ROLL 40 

CftS 1 278: A16/3D 
A16/25 

ROLL 41 
CRS 1 278: A21/12 

A23/5 Part 1 (part) 

ROLL 4i 
CRS 1 278: A23~ Part 1 ~paM~ 

A23 5 Part 2 part 

ROLL 4l 
cas 1 278: A23~ Part 2 ~part~ 

A23 5 Part 3 part 

ROLL 44 
cas 1 278: A23~ Part 3 ~Part ~ 

A23 5 Part 4 part 

ROLL 45 

CRS 1 278. A23/5 Part 4 (part) 

ROLL 46 

cas II .278. m/5 Part 5 
ROLL 47 

cas 1<4278: A2J/5 Part 6 

ROLL 48 ' 

ROLL 42 
CR$ 1 280, 

ROLL W : 
I 

,'CRS )( 2801 
I 

ROL~:!51 

" CRS 1/28(h 
i, 

CRS ,.'395: 

): 
. .'! 

Items 1 - 3 
Item 4 (part) 

Item 4 (part) 
Items 5 - 11 

Items 12 - 18 

Item 19 

Figures 1 - 3 




