
 

 
 
 1 

 
 

 
 

THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE ARCHIVES 
 
 

NAME OF 
COLLECTION 

Operative Painters And Decorators' Union Of Australia, Federal Office 

  
ACCESSION NO 1991.0146 
  
CATEGORY Labour, organisations 
ACTIVITY Trade Unions 
  
DATE RANGE 1974-1991 
  
SIZE OF 
COLLECTION 

7 metres 

  
HISTORICAL 
NOTE 

The Operative Painters and Decorators' Union originated as a craft union 
in the nineteenth century and has retained that tradition within the 
building industry at both state branch and federal level until large scale 
union amalgamations, initiated by the ACTU, began to be considered in 
the late 1980s. It became part of the Construction, Forestry, Mining and 
Energy Union in 1993. 

  
DATE OF 
TRANSFER 

October, 1991 

  
ACCESS 
CONDITIONS 

Access: Restricted 
This collection may not be available for immediate retrieval. Please 
discuss with Archive staff. 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 OPERATIVE PAINTERS & DECORATORS UNION (FEDERAL) 
Box No.   Description 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 
 
 2 

 
 

THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE ARCHIVES 

 
 

OPERATIVE PAINTERS & DECORATORS' UNION 

 
 

FEDERAL OFFICE COLLECTION – 91/146 

 
 
 
 
 
TRANSFERRED: October 1991. 
 
TRANSFEROR:  Maree Picton, OPDU Federal Office. 
 
SIZE:   7 metres. 
 
ACCESS:  Records under 20 years old restricted; permission needed 

from union. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INDEX 

 
 
ARBITRATION        Box 1-30 
 
AMALGAMATION       Box 31-35 
 
SUBJECT FILES       Box 36-50 
 
PUBLICATIONS       Box 35, 50. 
 



 OPERATIVE PAINTERS & DECORATORS UNION (FEDERAL) 
Box No.   Description 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 
 
 3 

  
 

ARBITRATION 

  [Main OPDU cases are under the National Building Trades 
Construction Award at Box 17 on]. 

 
1  King Island Scheelite Award 1982-1983. 
  King Island Scheelite 1982. 
  National Award re Blastcoaters, W.A., 1976-1977. 
 
2  National Wage Case Decision, March 1987. 
  Draft orders, 1985-1987. 
  Second Tier, 1982-1987. 
 
3  Ship Painters and Dockers Award, Transcript of C.No.6005 of 

1987; No.3044 of 1987. 
  Omega, 1980-1981. 
 
4  
 

ACT Glaziers, C.1769, 1875, 1720 of 1980 

  (1) Transcript, legal, correspondence, internal 
correspondence, exhibits. 

  (2) Leaflets, union and employer correspondence, 
miscellaneous. 

 
5  Victorian Building Industry Agreement, 1974-1975, Claims for new 

agreement. 
 
6  Artworkers, 1984-1986. 
  Artworkers conditions. 
  Appeal re:  travelling time, C.No. 157, 174, 182 of 1978. 
 
7  BWIU and F.E. Adrigan & Others, transcript, C.No. 2424 of 1975, 

and 2442 of 1975. 
  National Award, Tasmania, Victoria, S.A., C.No.4054 of 1974. 
  Building Industry Agreement, 1970-1972. 
  Agreement, OPDU and FSPDU, delineation to work. 
  Industrial Relations Act 1988. 
 
8  ABLE blasting, 1987-1989. 
  Anomalies re: interstate differentials, C.1684 of 1977 and C.704 

of 1978. 
 
9  Commitments, 1987. 
  Industry, 1974. 
  ACTU supplementary payments, 1987. 
  Work value, 1980. 
  C.No. 2049 of 1981. 
  National Wage Case Decision, 1987. 
  Plumbing Trades, 1987. 
10  Transcripts of 1977 Award Renewal, C.No. 3381, 3494, 3581, 5752 

of 1977. 
  Appeal against decision of Sec.41 (i)(d); C.1551 of 1975. 
  Time and place, S.A. Service and Bendigo, C.No.2263 of 1975. 
 
11  Application of Sec.25 - Wages and working conditions, C.NO.4031 

of 1974, No.3689 of 1974, No.4029 of 1974. 
  Master Builders' Association of N.S.W. & BWIU notification under 

Section 25 of the Act of a dispute re over-award payments, 
C.No.2215 of 1974. 

 
12  Power Industry Agreement, transcript; A.No.47 of 1984. 
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HEC Industry Allowance 1978-1982 

  (1) Award C.No.2533, 2537, 56 of 1977. 
  (2) Turbert Decision, C.No.3062 of 1980. 
  (3) FEA Court Interpretation, 5 of 1981. 
  (4) HEC Application, C.5994 of 1981. 
 
14  
 

SEC Award 

  (1) C.No.1818 of 1978; C.Nos.56, 2533, 2537 of 1977. 
15  (2) C.Nos.56, 2533, 2537 of 1977. 
16  (3) C.Nos.2533, 2537, 56 of 1977. 
 
  
 

National Building Trades Construction Award 

17  (1) In the matter of OPDU and AFCC (C.No.2783 of 1974), BWIU 
and AFCC (C.No.2784 of 1974); OPPWF and AFCC (C.No.2785 of 
1974). 

  (2) Reasons for decisions in C.No.2783 of 1974 and C.No.2158 
of 1975. 

  (3) Application to vary - National Building Trades 
Construction Award 1975.  C.No.2783 of 1974 and C.No.3266 
of 1975. 

 
18  (4) Special Industry Allowance, 1975. 
  (5) Award and Appeal, 1975. 
 
19  (6) Application by ASC & BWIU re: Wage Indexation, C.No.1822 

of 1975, C.No.3092 of 1975. 
  (7) Application by M. Bavic, Special Major Projects, C.No.4218 

of 1975. 
  (8) Application  - C.No.4218 of 1975. 
  (9) C.No.2332 of 1975. 
  (10) Application to Vary Wage, C.No.2332 of 1975. 
  (11) Transcript, C.No.984 of 1975. 
  (12) C.Nos.3041 & 3042 of 1975. 
  (13) Application and notices re:  NBTCA. 
  (14) Award inequities in S.A. and Tasmania, C.No.3736 of 1979. 
  (15) Transcript, C.No.3971 of 1978. 
 
20  (16) 4.1%, April 6, 1984. 
  (17) Roping-in - No.4, Addtone Painters and Decorators, 

C.No.3537 of 1975. 
  (18) Application by BWIU to Vary Wage, C.No.2437 of 1975. 
 
21  (19) Appeal re: Master Painters & Decorators Association, 

N.S.W., C.No.2387 of 1975. 
  (20) 1979 Log Award, C.No.2889 of 1979. 
 
22  (21) Notification under Section 25 of the Act of a dispute re: 

wages and working conditions in the Building Industry, 
C.No.593, 595, 596, 603, 2005 of 1976. 

  (22) Roping-in Award, B&C, North Queensland and Others, 
C.No.1182 of 1976. 

  (23) C.No.3159 of 1976, re:  Wodonga. 
 
23  (24) New Award Decision, No.652 of 1976. 
  (25) New Award Claims and Exhibits, No.652 of 1976. 
  (26) Application by BWIU to vary wages, No.652 of 1976; No.1050 

of 1976, Application by Master Builders' Association. 
  (27) Application by respondent members of Master Builders' 

Association of S.A. re: Fares and Travelling Allowance, 
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No.4386 of 1976 (Part of 652 and 1050 of 1976). 
  (28) National Award, Employers' Counter Claims C.No.652 of 

1976. 
 
24  (29) Application by BWIU to vary re: Exemptions, C.No.4377 of 

1976. 
  (30) Australian Building Construction Employees & BLF, 

C.No.4980 of 1976. 
  (31) No.4980 of 1976, Nos. 49, 654 and 1570 of 1977. 
  (32) BLF Stand-down transcript, exhibits and decision, No.1087 

of 1977. 
  (33) Application by respondent members of Master Builders' 

Association of S.A. to Vary Clause re: 16 hours, C.No.5017 
of 1977. 

 
25  (34) 1981 Log: C.No.4075 of 1981. 
  (35) Application by BWIU to vary re: Special Disabilities 

Allowance on Telfer Goldmine Site, W.A., C.No.631 of 1976. 
 
26  (36) Application by BWIU to Vary re: Area Allowance, W.A., 

C.No.3364 of 1977. 
  (37) Application by BWIU to Vary re:  Disability Rates for 

Special Major Projects, C.No.3363 of 1977. 
  (38) NBTCA - N2 Respondents. 
  (39) Victorian Work Value Classification Case, 1969. 
  (40) Sources of Correction lists, c.1979. 
 
27  
 

C.No.3888 of 1980 

  (41) Work Value. 
  (42) NBTCA exhibits. 
  (43- Correspondence  -  glazing and general. 
   44) 
  (45) Work Value Case, transcript. 
 
28  (46) 1982-83 Log of Claims.  Award claims, stand-down, payment, 

Sapri decision, transcript. 
 
29  (47) 1982-83 Log of Claims. 
  (48) Draft orders and exhibits, 1982-83 Log. 
 
30  (49) Award matters and changes, 1984-85.  (Several files). 
 
  

  [Note:  This amalgamation was unsuccessful]. 

AMALGAMATION:  OPDU and PLUMBERS & GASFITTERS EMPLOYEES' UNION 
OF AUSTRALIA 

 
31  OPDU Federation Draft Report, 1988. 
  OPDU and PGEU Amalgamation Steering Committee Meeting, 24-25 May 

1990 (File and MS. notes of Geoff Barbour, OPDU). 
  OPDU and PGEU Negotiating Committee Meeting, 24-25 May 1990, at 

Airey's Inlet (two files). 
  Amalgamation Meeting No.2, 21-22 June 1990, at Airey's Inlet 

(three files including Geoff Barbour's). 
  Amalgamation Steering Committee Meeting No.3, 26-27 July 1990, 

Carlton (two files). 
 
32  Amalgamation Negotiating Committee Meeting No.4, 30-31 August 

1990 (three files, including those of Derek Cafferty and Geoff 
Barbour). 

  Amalgamation Negotiating Committee Meeting No.5, 1-2 October 
1990 (two files, including Geoff Barbour's). 
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  Transitional provisions, c. May 1990. 
 
33  Amalgamation Negotiating Committee Meeting, 18-19 May 1991. 
  Amalgamation Negotiating Committee Meeting, information, draft 

rules, correspondence etc. c.1990-91. 
 
34  OPDU and PGEU revisions to draft rules of proposed amalgamated 

union (National Construction, Services and Allied Workers' Union 
or N.C.S.U.) c. March 1991. 

  Registered rules of OPDU and PGEU, at April 1990. 
  OPDU and PGEU Business Name Change to N.C.S.U. 
  Amalgamation of organisations under the Industrial Relations Act 

1988 (two copies). 
 
35  Joint OPDU, FCOM and PGEU Executive, 4-5 April 1991. 
  Amalgamation Sub-committee documents, c. May 1991. 
 
 
  
   

SUBJECT FILES 

36  Tools 1978-1987. 
  Construction Forecasting Committee 1985-1987. 
  Critiques 1981-1985. 
  Newspaper Articles 1982-1989. 
  CSIRO 1983-1987. 
  ANR 1982-1987. 
 
37  Defence 1983-1984. 
  Defence Support 1981-1984. 
  ACSO Occupations 1981-1983. 
 
38  Signwriters 1977-1983. 
  Signwriters Classification. 
  Special Glass Trades 1980. 
  Artworkers 1982-1987. 
  Sandblasting 1982-1985. 
  Payment by Cheque 1981-1982. 
  Medibank 1981-1986. 
  Miscellaneous (Health and Dentistry) 1981-84. 
 
39  Workers' Compensation 1959-1985. 
  Childcare 1985. 
  General (Tax) 1981-1985. 
  Tax Department Correspondence 1980-1987. 
  Leaflets 1980-1987. 
  Tax Review 1982-1985. 
  New Tax Rules:  Fringe Benefits 1986-1987. 
  Social Security General 1981-1983. 
 
40  Unemployment Benefits 1981-1986. 
  Pensions 1981-1984. 
  Education: Primary and Secondary 1980-1986. 
  Childcare 1980-1984. 
  Art and Working Life 1984-1986. 
  Administrative Services 1983-1984. 
  CACS 1983-1984. 
  ACTEA 1981-1983. 
  Cockatoo Dockyards 1982. 
  Glass Industry Shorter Hours 1981. 
  S.E.C. 1981-1982. 
 
41  P.M.A. 1982. 
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  Snowy Mountains 1980-1983. 
  Aircraft Industry 1981-1987. 
  Pulp and Paper 1982-1986. 
  Aluminium Industry 1980-1982. 
  Steel Industry 1982. 
  CSR 1981-1983. 
  Picnic Day 1982-1983. 
  Redundancy Standards 1982-1986. 
 
42  ACTU Test Case 1980-1985. 
  Legislation 1983-85. 
  Reinstatement and Compensation 1986. 
  Job protection  - Building Industry 1985. 
  Unfair dismissal - C.F.A. 1981-1986. 
  Stand-downs 1982. 
 
43  Industry 1970-1981. 
  Industry Apprentices 1981-84. 
  Fares 1979-1983. 
 
44  Supplementary Payments 1978-1987. 
  Experience Pay 1979-1982. 
  Experience Pay - S.E.C. 1981-1982. 
  SIPS 1981-82. 
  Tower 1981. 
  Multi-storey 1982. 
  Site allowance:  Shopping Centres 1981-87. 
  Accident make-up pay 1985. 
  Annual Leave 1982-1986. 
  Long Service Leave 1981-1987. 
  Long Service Leave - Building 1974-1984. 
  Study Leave 1983. 
 
45  Holidays 1981. 
  Adoption Leave 1985-1987. 
  Maternity Leave 1985. 
  Vocational Training Leave 1985-87. 
  35 Hour Campaign 1980-1981. 
  NBTCA 1980-1987. 
  AGE - ACTU/PSB Memorial 1982-85. 
 
46  Housing General 1979-1984. 
  Housing Publications 1979-1984. 
  Department of Housing and Construction 1982-1987. 
 
47  Telecom 1981-82. 
  Telecom 1984-1986. 
 
48  Airlines General Campaigns 1981-84. 
  Qantas and Domestic Airlines re: conditions 1980. 
  Qantas 1984-1986. 
  State Railway 1981-83. 
 
49  Federal Journal:  Copy 1-10 and Photographs, 1984-1987. 
 
50  TUTA - Union Training Courses. 
  Applications for Training Courses. 
  OPDU - Information for Schools. 
  Conditions for eligibility of membership. 
 
 
  PUBLICATIONS 
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  "Training Needs and Skills Analysis". 
  "Process and Practice:  Job Creation Scheme". 
  "Housing Guarantee Fund". 
  Painters and Decorators forms (35) requesting space in journal. 
  
35  "Streetwise Comic No.13". 
  "A Union for Artists, Artworkers Award", 1979. 
 
 
 
 
SF:jmm.Opdufosf.lst(9/6/92) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


