THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE ARCHIVES

UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE. FACULTY OF ARTS. EXPERIMENTAL FIRST
YEAR COMMITTEE

2005.0062

University, official
University committee

1974-1978

1 Volume

The Experimental First Year Committee of the Faculty of Arts was
established under University regulation 3.5.2, in response to a perception
that some first year students were insufficiently prepared for the
university environment. This was considered to be evidenced by the high
first year drop out rate. Initally intended to put a submission to faculty at
its first meeting in 1975, it was quickly realised that the task was more
complicated than anticipated, with a number of submissions placed
before the committee for consideration. In the event, a number of
different programs were trialled, including a "special studies" program.

15" Dec 2004

Access: Restricted

UM1002. Minutes of the Experimental First Year Committee, Faculty of
Arts 1974-1978.

22" Dec 2004



UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE
RECORDS MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

SERIES DETAIL REPORT MELBOURN]

Series Number:
Creating Agency:
Series Title

Date Range:

Descriptive Note

Format
Last Amendment Daie
Archives Note

Related Series

UM 1002

Faculty of Arts
Faculty of Arts - Experimental First Year Committee - Minutes
1974 - 1980

The Experimental First year Committee of the Faculty of Arts was established
under University regulation 3.5.2, in response to a perception that some first
year students were insufficiently prepared for the university environment. This
was censidered o be evidenced by the high first year drop out rate.

The intention was "that prior to establishment of an experimental first year, a
committee should be esiablished to investigate whether, and to what extent,
current first year programs are failing". (Faculty of Arts Committee; 26th March
1975) :

[nitially intended to put a submission to faculty at it's first meeting for 1975, it
was quickly realised that the task was more complicated than anticipated, with
a number of different submissions placed before the committee for
consideration. The work of the committee included:

-to gather details of course options and make recommendations.
-to deal with budgetary implications of the scheme.

-recommend appoiniments

-work out course implementation arrangements

-submit proposals to faculty for approval

In the event, a number of different programs were tﬁalled, including a 'special
studies’ program.

For 1978, it was decided that the work of the committee should be divided
between twe; the special studies committee, and the experimental first year
project committee.

The Jast meeting documented took place on 9th November 1978, although
fhere is no reference to the committee winding up.
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