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HISTORICAL 
NOTE 

Educated at University College, Priestley was appointed geologist to 
Shackleton's antarctic expedition of 1907 to 1909 and to Scott's expedition 
from 1910 to 1913.  After war service where he received the Military Cross, 
Raymond Priestley resumed an academic and administrative career at 
Cambridge.  In 1934, he reluctantly became the first salaried Vice Chancellor of 
Melborune University.  Priestley's main concern was to re-establish adequate 
funding and community support for the University. He was frustrated in these 
attempts, and he became the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Birmingham 
and left Melbourne in 1938.  Priestley acted as an adviser to the BBC and, after 
his retirement in 1952, he served as Chairman of the Royal Commission on Civil 
Service and on a series of boards and associations. 
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Open 

  

DESCRIPTION Copy of "Wireless Memories Round and About the First World War, including 
an adjutant's view of the Wireless Training Centre at Worcester 1915-1917" by 
Raymond Priestley; letter from Priestley to Newcombe Wright enclosing 
memories; photograph of Priestley in a group "The final reunion and winding up 
of the Royal Engineers Wireless Association, Worcester; paper "Problems of the 
English Speaking University World by R.E. Priestley, 1937; obituaries and service 
1974. 
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PRIESTLIY, Sir Raymond Edward (1886 1914). 

!.l!AHS!'IRQIt: Mr. Hewcom1e Wd*ht, 

DAti OF 'fI.A!{SFElh October 1974. . ..... , .. -,","", 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Priestley, Raymond, K1reltuJ! ~llI?rhs .t:0U!d and .a~Jlu~....E!.~~ 
Firl!~L W't!.dd _~~r i~clud~1l1 ~~~jut'!.Bt;· a "1!~t9..L!=.~ ~J:.!~l!ss 
!!!.!~.!nl Centre a~ .Woree~_~!!'_-19..15 to 1911 (written in 1958 
and copied for distribution attn.. rinal IHnner I..E. Wireless 
Siinals Association .. 1914/18 - 1st May 191~. Printed coval", 
14 pale multilith. 

Photograph of five people on the oceasion of the Fina.l Dinnar, 
1st May 1911, of the R.I. Wireless Signab Association. 
Labelled on verso (right to left) W.G. Taylor, secretary; 
S1r !hymond Prieatley; Mayor (Councillor 'Burn); Col. Max 
Holdsworth; Alan Jol11fja. 
16.5 x 21.5 ems. (glossy). 

Priestley. Raymond, Letter of 19th April 1971 to HewecmJa 
Wri~~t adVising that he 1s forwarding no. 1 above. 
1p. ink KS 

cObituarie$ on death of Ra)'flOud Priestley. Two press cutUn&s-
no date or ~ for newspapers. f 

Order of Service of Thl.iultngiving for the life nnd work of 
Raymond Edward Priestley, vl(!dwuday 3ro July 1974, the .Abbey 
Chureh of Saint Mary the Virgin, Tewkesbury (England). 
6p. printed pamphlet. 

4th October, 1914 Frank Strahan, 
UniverSity Archivist. 


