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The Workers Sports Federation was initiated in Sydney in the early 
1930s. In 1935 one of its leading organisers came to Melbourne and, 
with the support of the Young Communist League, formed a Victorian 
Section. It initially attracted large numbers of suburban members, but 
these branches didn't last due to lack of experienced leadership. The 
WSF eventually specialised in workers' holiday camps held in different 
locations twice per year. The Young Communist League and the WSF 
eventually formed the League of Young Democrats and, after a period of 
illegality for all Communist related organisations, they formed the Eureka 
Youth 

Access: Open 

Compilation consists of thirty-two photographic proofs and negatives of 
WSF camps from Daylesford, Christmas 1938 to Inverloch, Christmas 
1941. Also three WSF advertising leaflets; newscuttings of WSF events 
and of Eureka Youth League gymnastic events. 
Compilation consists of 14 negatives and proofs of WSF camps and 
activities, as well as 4 photographic prints. These photographs compleme 
those from an earlier WSF accession no 95 19. They were selected from 
originals owned by Grace Gale, of Auckland NZ. Alsoinclud is 
correspondece between Bruce Armstrong and Mrs Gale and other 
contribu tors and an account of the Federation by Alex Opie, one of its 
earliest 



University of Melbourne Archives Accession Form ACCESSION NO. 95 19 
'NAME' WORKERS' SPORTS FEDERATION, VICTORIAN SECTION 

SEX GROUP Labour History 
ADDRESS Defunct 
ACTIVITY/IES Socialist Youth Group 

LOCATION/S Daylesford Cowes 
Creswick lnverloch 

HISTORICAL NOTE The Workers Sports Federation was initiated in Sydney in the 
early 1930s. In 1935 one of its leading organisers came to Melbourne and 
, with the support of the Young Communist League, formed a Victorian 
section. It initially attracted large numbers of suburban members, but 
these branches didn't last due to lack of experienced leadership. The 
WSF eventually specialised in workers' holiday camps held in different 
locations twice per year. The Young Communist League and the WSF eventua 
formed the League of Young Democrats and, after a period of illegality 
for all Communist related organisations ,- they formed the Eureka Youth 
League. 

INCLUSIVE DATES 1938-1942 
EARLIEST DATE 1938 LATEST DATE 1942 
ACCESS 0 ACCESS NOTE Photographs now out of copyright 
QUANTITY 2 cms 
DESCRIPTION Compilation consists of thirty-two photographic proofs and 

negatives of WSF camps from Daylesford, Christmas 1938 to Inverloch, 
Christmas 1941. Also three WSF advertising leaflets; newscuttings of WSF 
events and of Eureka Youth League gymnastic events. 

FORM Leaflet Newscuttings 

PERSONS 

ORGANIZATIONS Eureka Youth League 
League of Young Democrats 
Communist Party of Australia 

PLACES Daylesford 
Inverloch 

SUBJECTS Socialism 
Education 

RELATED COLLECTIONS 

Cowes 

Youth 
Sport 

Eureka Youth League Collection 
Communist Party Collections 

DATE TRANSFERRED 22 March 1995 
TRANSFEROR Armstrong, Bruce and Pauline 
ADDRESS 

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL 
STORED AT 
CONDITION NOTE 

Photograph 

Creswick 

Social life 
Labor politics 

TEL. NO. 

CONDITION 

GENERAL NOTE Photographs copied by Bruce Armstrong from originals owned by 
Pearl and Jack Cuthbertson, Nancy and Bill Irving. Photos now out of 
copyright. UMA has owners permission to reproduce as needed. 
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Victorian Section 
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Aspendale. Victoria. 

# Nancy and Bi11 Irving, 31 Connell Street, Glenroy, 
\i i c t 0 I" :i. a " 

# Grace Gale (n0e Taylor), 102 Cobham Crescent, 
Kelston, Auckland 7, New Zealand. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cuthbertson provided the majority of the 
photographs copied +or the project. Mr. and Mrs" 
Irving contributed numbers 12 and 13 in the set. Mrs. 
Gale provided numbers 33 to 46. 

The photographs are complemented by the ephemera which 
was donated by the Cuthbertsons. 

# Full page photographic montage from 'The Leader' of 
31 December 1938 showing scenes of the Daylesford 
~lJ ~ S n f= 11 C c:\fiifJ :0 

# Leaflet advertising the Cowes camp '4 perfect days 
for 25/-' [twenty-five shillingsJ.* 

# W.S.F. luggage label for the Cowes camp. 

# Leaflet advertising the Inverloch camp 'Easter at 
Inverloch, everything for 29/-' [twenty-nine 
~~hillingsJ.* 

# Christmas camp at Inverloch 'Come to the sea with 
the W.S.F. for 10 days'. 

The W.S.F. was closely aligned with the League of Young 
Democrats (L.Y.D.). The ephemera includes two items 
showing the young women gymnasts of the L.Y.D.; page 6 
of the 'Australian Women's Weekly Pictorial, 23 
December, 1939, and a photograph from the Melbourne 
'Sun' 0+ 3 November 1939" 

On the W.S.F. and L.Y.D., see the document titled 
'Notes on the development of the Eureka youth League 
and its predecessors' by Audrey Blake, pages 26-27, 
which is held in the Eureka youth League file 0+ the 
University of Melbourne Archives. 

* The currency of the times - with metrication of the 
currency in 1966 one shilling equalled ten cents. 
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L CRESWICK CHRlS1MAS 194] Children's Group, Hyrell 
Waten (nee Ross) at the rear on the right. 

THE FULLOWING PHOTOGRAPHS WiRE TAKEN AT THE W.S.F. 
CHRISTMAS CAMP, HELD AT DAYlESFORD, 1938. 

2. The forage caps were origlnally worn by members of 
the Young Communist League (Y.C.L.). The Y.C.L. 
was superseded by the League of Young Democrats 
(L.Y.D.l which was closely associated with the 

Left to right, Syd Spicer, Pearl Cuthbertson (nee 
Madden), Nancy Irving (nee Smith), Stuart Baxter. 
Stuart Baxter's mother was later to be known as 
Madame X in the Victorian Royal Commission into 
Communism in 1949. 

3. Panorama Camp, DAYLESFORD, 1938. 

4. Panorama Camp, DAYLESFDRD, 1938. 

5. Panorama Camp, DAYLESFDRD, 1938. 

6. Nancy Irving (nee Smith), DAYLESFDRD, 1938, 
Male Section tents. 

7. Left to right, Nancy Irving (nee Smith), Melva 
Gribble, Pearl Cuthbertson (nee Madden). 

8. DAYLESFDRD, 1938. 

9. Don McGuiness - expelled from the League of 
Young Democrats (L.Y.D,) for suspected provacateur 
activities. DAYLESFORD, 1938. 

10. Left to right, Bill Parker, Pearl Cuthbertson (nee 
Madden), Nancy Irving (nee Smith), with W.S.F. 
pennant. DAYLESFORD, 1938. 

1 L L(,:?f:t to j'- i g ht, TE'd flu 11 (l-:H?c:amE? ~;(?c j'-E?t;;;U--y of the 
Waterside Workers' Federation after World War Two), 
three unknown, Stuart Baxter, one unknown. 
DAVLESFORD, 1938. 

12. LE'ft to right, Jean ? , PE'arl Cuthbertson (neE' 
MaddE'n, Nancy Irving (nee Smith) Lesley Helmshaw, 
Violet? ,Nanc:y Horne. DAVLESFORD, 1938. 

13. Le+t to right, Nancy Irving (nee Smith), Melva 
Gribble, Coral Bennett (nee Mc:Kissack). DAVLESFORD, 
1 9~::;fJ. 



to right, Pearl Cuthbertson (nee Madden), 
Nanel IrvIng (nee Smith). Joan Herbert. 

15. Le+t to right~ Nancv trving (nee Smith)" Hyrell 
Waten (nee Ross), Pearl Cuthbertson (nee Madden). 
DAYLESFORD, 1938. 

16. Le+t to right, Stuart Baxter, Syd Spicer, George 
Then··pE'. In -i=n::)!Tt., Nancy Ii·-vinq (rlE~E? Smith)" 
DP1YL.ESFTJF~:D, l'7~::'H. ~~;yc:i E;rdcc'r· fl,,: •. d alert tD du v·J:i.th 
organising the sporting activities. 

17. Coral Bennett (nee McKissack) and Pearl Cuthbertson 
(nee Madden). DAYLESFORD, 1938. 

THE FOLLOWING PHOTOGRAPHS WERE TAKEN AT W.B.F. CAMPS AT 
LOCATIONS AND TIMES AS INDICATED. 

18. Facinq camera. Don McGuiness, 
W.S.F. Christmas Camp, COWES, 

19. Joyce Madden and Jack Howard. 
Camp, CRESWICK, 1941. 

? Bt-abazon. 
19:::::9 • 

W.S.F. Christmas 

20. !lKil1cu-a" f~etTY +t-om Stoney point. to COWE0S. 
W.S.F. Christmas Camp, COWES, 1939. 

21. Le+t to right,? , Jean ? 
Cuthbertson (nee Madden), ? 

21A. W.S.F. CHRISTMAS CAMP, DAYLESFORD~ 1938. 
Ci:.~mp Panot-ama. 

22. W.S.F. CHRISTMAS CAMP, COWES, 1939. Names 
unknown. 

22A. Le+t to right, ? , Coral Bennett (nee 
McKissack), Pearl Cuthbertson (nee Madden), 
Ella Wheeler, Jean Mot.herwell, Dulcie Miller! 
later Ste+anou (nee Hillman), Rhoda ? 
DAYLEBFORD W.S.F. CHRISTMAS CAMP, 1938. 

23. Left to riqht, Noel Darbyshire, Vic Marks. Rhoda 
? ,Harley Forster. W.B.F. CHRISTMAS 

CAMP, COWES, 1939. 

24. Stuart. Baxter and Dora ? v.J.. S. F. 
CHRISTMAS CAMP, COWES, 1939. 

:::-!:i. r} " l"1,,~T i on BE'nnf.:~t t, ? 
W.S.F. CHRISTMAS CAMP, COWES, 1939. 

U.JI'..jCH Dl..lEUE. w. ~;. F·. CI·-lP I EHI"IAf,3 CAI'1F', C(JI,I)ES, 19:::;9. 
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~earl Cuthbertson (nee Madden). 

28. Right to left, Solly Marks, Joyce Madden, Marion 
Bennett. W.S.F. CHRISTMAS CAMP, COWES, 1939. 

Left to right, Shirley ~ 

Amy Bennett, Marion Bennett. 
CAMP, COWES, 1939. 

, ,:)1 :ice DF~nnE·tt, 

W.S.F. CHRISTMAS 

30. WORKERS' SPORTS FEDERATION BUILDING NEAR TOP OF 
MT.DANDENoNG, VICTORIA. Left to right, Nell Old, 
Jack Cuthbertson, Hyrell Waten (n~e) Ross, ? 
Verne Mooney, Marion Bennett, Joyce Madden. Circa 
1940. This photograph was of individual campers, 
and not taken at an organised W.S.F. camp. The 
land was owned by the W.S.F. and buildings had 
been erected with a view to a permanent camp site. 
Ruth and Maurie Crow had a lease on the restaurant 
ne.:·u·· by. 

31. Jack Cuthbertson. 
194·1. 

W.S.F. EASTER CAMP~ INVERLOCH, 

32. GYMNASTS - EUREKA YOUTH LEAGUE, circa 1942 ? 
Left to right, Ruby Leonard, Joyce Madden, behind 
Joyce - Nancy Marks (nee Green), 

33. CRESWICK, CHRISTMAS 1940. Back row, Left to 
right, Flo Watson, Ailsa Farrell, Bobby McPhee, 
Eileen Farrall, Mrs. Watson. 
Front row, Left to right, Grace Taylor, Con 
Watson, Mr. Watson. 

34. COWES ? Left to right, ? 
Taylor, Ron Tilley, Dorrie Forfar, ? 

~55. COlJJES Alf Lorbach, gym instructor. 

36. COWES Eric Ogden, camp concerts compere, 

37. CRESWICK, CHRISTMAS 1940. Back row, Left to 
right, ? Grace Taylor, Ralph Fisher, 
Syl via t'llat!:-3cwl .. 
Front row, Left to right, Ralph Andrews, Bobby 
McPhee, Can Watson, Flo Watson. 

CRESWICK, CHRISTMAS 1940. 
"Bf.?n Hut-II. 

Chariot race entrant, 

39. CRESWICK, CHRISTMAS 1940. Left to right, Flo 
Watson, Grace Taylor, Sylvia Watson, Bobby McPhee. 

40. IvliW D(W IVII~~if~:CH (IvfELB") c: H~:c{~ 1940 ~ Gl i 1 t. we'll k£':!1"'" , 

"Tir'IV" v.Jf?11ar·d!. mE'mt)E~!'- o-f: W.t3.F. and L.Y.D. 



41. C(Jl,IJI.;;" C!'!F:I~:;'rIV!n~::; 19::::1:3" L,t~\+t t,o !':l(11'lt~! 

DorrIe For+ar. Grace Taylor, ? 

42. MAY DAY CIRCA 1940, W.S.F.!League o~ Young 
Democrats contingent, marshal - Danny Garland. 

43. Location uncertain, circa 1940. Strongman 
FauJ. {:'lndt:"I'-':;::,un~! ,;:"J ia,~:; "Young (\poJ In'!. 

45. DAYLESFORD, CHRISTMAS J931:3. 2,000 under canvas, 
great success. Dayles+urd township in the 
distance behind tents. 

46. PROBABLY DAYLESFORD, CIRCA a~RISTMAS 1938. 
Thf2 "Clothinq Tt"ade Union Git-Is". 
Le+t to riqht, Dorrie Fer+ar, ? 

'-::, , Gl'-i~ce Taylel'" , ? 

3rd November 1939. "The Sun" newspaper. 
League 0+ Young Democrats Gymnasium Group. 
Le-ft to r'i';Jht, \,1.:='I'-a Shaq.lley, P) , ? 
Ruby Leonard, Pearl Cuthbertson (nee Madden), 
Lesley Helmshaw,? , Audrey Blake, 
Nancy Hall. Back row not known. 

LIST OF W.S.F. CAMPS 

E:astet" 19:38 Cewes 
Cht" istmas 19~58 Day 1 es-fet" d 
Easte!'- 1939 Cowe~:. 

Cht" i stmr.H5 1939 COWt~S 

Easter' 1940 COIrJe!:'J 
Chl''':i st.mas 1,940 Cn?s~'"Jick 

East.et" 1,941 Invf.?I'-loch 
Chr' i :~tmas 1941 I riVt~t-l oeh 

WHEN THE W.S.F. MEMBERS TRAVELLED BY CHARTERED TRAIN TO 
A CAMP, THEY HAD THEIR OWN RAILWAY LUGGAGE LABELS 
PRINTED WITH THE W.S.F. NAME. 

Photographic material collected and reproduced, with 
legends, by: Bruce Armstrong 


