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THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE ARCHIVES 

UNNERSTIY QUESTIONS SOCIETY~ 

2cm . 

The Society was formed in 1918 to discuss questions of contemporary 
interest, an aim which, in its early years, brqught it to the attention of 
the University authorities. Russia, India, the Pacific Region and the 
League of Nations were recurring topicsi along with housing, 
unemployment, education, eugenics and other social matters. It held 
study circles and lectures, the latter given by people prominent in their 

November 1961 

Access: Open 

Minute Book, 3 August 1922 (Fifth Annual General Meeting) - 28 
1931. Included is the Annual Report for August 1921-August 1922. Both 
committee and general meetings are recorded. Interleaved: letter from 
Chas. Silver, pro sec. of the University Labour Club, 19 October 1931, 
conveying the committee's thanks for cooperation during the year; 



RECORSS R'ECEIVED IN'l'O CUsroB. 

Melbourne University Publ6c Questions Society. 

Baillieu Library. 

DA'l'E OF 'l'J:lANSFERa November 1961. 

T!PE OF RECORD: Minutes. 

INCLUSIVE DA'rES: 3 August 1922 - 28 Ootobilr 1931. 

One quarto volume .. 

GENERAL NOTE: The M.U. Public Questions Society was formed in 1918 
(see G. Blainey poo171). This volume records the 

proceedinqs of the Society from its fifth Annual. General Meetinq, held in 
the Natural Philosphy School on 3 AUgust 1922, to a Committee Meeting on 
28 October 1931. The Committee included two graduates, two general and two 
undergraduaterepresentitives, and one Fresher Bepresentative.I~. Presidents 
over these years were Associate-Professor J •. Stewart (Mental and Moral 
Philosophy), Associa:t,e-professor A.C.D. lti.vett (Chemistry), K.H. (la'b!r 
Professor) Bailey· (Law), ProfessorJ .A. Gunn (Director of TUtorial Classes) 
Professor D. Copland (Commerce), and Professor s. Wadham (Agriculture). At 

,the last meeting recorded, ·the Committee was considering a plan to holdQ 
fortniqhtly Open ForUm on ~rent problems in add! tion . to the nllDll!al mid-day 
mee1dnqs. It was decided lito purchase a new leather-bound and highly 
respectable Minute Book" and lito apply to Mr Scott for a list resting place 
in the Library for defunct minute ·books"oo ~~ / t\O o~ \JO\ .... ""e..~. 

The minutes record names of speakers and topics, discussions concerning 
suitable speakers, study circles and outside activities. Unfotdllmately, 
neither the lectures and fteieher-~ discussions arising out of them nor 
the proceedinqs of the study circle are summaaized. 

LIST OF RECORDS, 

Minutes of qeneral and coumi ttee meetinqsoo 
3 Auq. 1922 - 2.8 Oct. 1931 •. Onequarto exercise book. 
Loose inside: Report of P.Q.S. Committee Sept. 1925 - Sept. 1926. 3 tlheets MS. 

Report. Sept. 1926 - Sept. 1922, 2 sheets, MS. 
~rt Sept. 1927 - Sept. 1928 3pp. t.s. 
Report for 1929 6pp. MS.. C~(c'-\\o.t Cb\\leM.\t\o... 
R. Latham, Hon. Sec., S.R.C., Comittee of Clubs and SOcieties, eerlLVtllfia'lJiJ- u ..J 
resolution ,to invite socielt~s 'to hola '4meetinqs or: demonstrations of a 
popular and atrractive· character" in Commencement Week. 8 Oct. 1929. 
Henry Georqe Leaque, Melbo_9, to P. Garran, Hon. sec. P.Q.D., fol1owinqup· 
qiftof books to the P.Q.S. library with xequest that a repr:esentative of the 
League be able. to qive an address in xeply to Professor Giblin. 2 Oct. 1930. 
Report. for 1930. 3pp. t.s. 
Report for 1930. 3pp. t.s. 
Newscuttinq from Farraqo, 2S ·Sept. 1926. Article on P.Q.S. revival after fta vote 
of no-confidencd'in it had been proposed. 

Cecily Close, Senior Archivist 


