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N.W. Saffin is veteran Melbourne labour historian who taught generations 
of students through Croydon High School.  Born in 1916, the son of a 
pastoral worker, he grew up in the western district.  The Depression forced 
him to leave school after fourth form, in order to become a rabbiter.  Until 
the age of 20 he worked as a mail contractor before becoming a student 
teacher.  He subsequently completed Diplomas in Commerce and Public 
administration and an MA on French Positivism and a further MA and a 
doctorate at the University of London before settling to teach in Croydon.  
Saffin published early articles in Labour History, and two books, Science 
and Religion in Britain 1804-1904 (1973) and Left and Right in Bendigo and 
Shepparton 1947-51 (1974). 
 
Saffin planned five volume work A History of the Victorian Working Man 
(VWM) 1855-1955 was twelve years in the making, but remains 
unpublished.    
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Collection:  Norman William Saffin Accession:   1998.0069 

Box 
No 

Series 
No 

Description Date 

1  The Most Miserable Occupation (Village Settlers in 
Victoria 1891-1910). 
This work consists of six chapters: 

1. The Genesis of Victorian Village Settlements. 
2. The Tucker Settlements and Government 

Legislation. 
3. The Settlements are Formed and Face Early  

Problems. 
4. Anti-climax: 1896-1903. 
5.  Village Settlements – the Evidence of the 

Archives. 
6. Conclusion. 

The Ships are not for Steering (a Study of the 1890 
Strike in Victoria). 
This work consists of an introduction and three chapters: 
     Introduction: The Strike begins 

1. The Price of Law and Order. 
2. Life with a Neutral Government. 
3. Spence, Shearers and Strike. 

Handwritten notebook containing material for volume 3 
of VWM. 
Chapter work for volume 3 of VWM. 

 

2  Volume 2 of VWM.  
3  Mining in Victoria, 3 handwritten notepads. 

Union History, 4 handwritten notepads regarding Volume 
2 of VWM. 
Institutions, handwritten notes, 2 notepads. 
The Chinese, handwritten notepad. 
Secondary Industry, 2 notepads. 
Folder containing primary material relating to The Most 
Miserable Occupation. 

 

4  Contains Volumes 1 and part of Volume 2 of VWM.  
5  Contains handwritten notepads relating to Volume 3 of 

VWM.   
 

6  Folder containing material relating to The Ships are not 
for Steering. 
Unionism from the War to 1925. Folder containing 
handwritten notes. 
Rail, 1903.  Clippings, photographs and handwritten 
notes for Volume 3. 
Handwritten notes and clippings regarding Australia in 
the First World War. 
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