
SIZE OF 
COLLECTION 

HISTORICAL 
NOTE 

DATE OF 

THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE ARCHIVES 

FEMALE CONFECTIONERS' UNION 

plus photographs 

Established in 1916, despite the opposition of the Victorian 
Confectioners' Union, the Female Confectioners pioneered 
recognition of the problems and rights of women in industry. It 

with the Union in 1945. 

ACCESS Access: Open 
CONDITIONS 

NOTE ON 

McCubbin 
10 April 1987 



'I 

THE UNIVERSITY OF HELBOURNE ARCHIVES 

LIST: FEMALE CONFECTIONERS' UNION OF AUSTRALIA 
VICTORIAN - TASMfu~Ifu~ SUB-B~~CH 

(See also: Federated Confectioners' Union of Australia) 

Historical Note: 

The Female Confectioners' Union of AU3tralia Victorian-Tasnanian 
sub-branch was formed under the leadership of Margaret Wearne in 1916, 
and registered in 1918. Its formation result ... d from a break (vith the 
male dominated Female Confectioners' Union formed several years 
earlier, Ivhich had originally been formed as a bL"eakaway from the 
Federated Confectioners' Union. 

Uost of the meillbership ~vas employed at the alassi ve H:l.cRobertson's 
Confectionery Works in Gore Street, Fitzroy, which by the turn of the 
century was 95% unionized. dacPherson Robertson, the fien' s founder, 
ilaple<l1ented work processes based upon Frederick Tay 10 r I s th2ori~s of 
scientific m~n,:3.gement at the turn of this century. This saw a 
consequent degradation of confectionery work, and unskilled women and 
juveniles came to constitute the :najority of the ,jorkforce. The 
F~male Confectioners' Union campaigned for improvements in conditions, 
ilnd particularly in hours and 'ilages, in those areas of confectionery 
making that predominantly employed women. 

After years of vitriolic resistance) the E'emale Confectioners' Union 
amalgamated with the ?ederated Confectioners' Union in 1945, afteL" the 
latter had succeeded in enrolling WO'!len me<l1bers in Cadbury-Sch,,,eppes 
factory in Tasmania. (See Federated Confectioners' Union ~rchive for 
documentation on amalgamation). 

Location: 1)3 4/2/8. Photographs in Barry Street lift~v211 

Size: Four arc hi ves boxes, plus photographs 

Access: Open 

'Nb: For furth~r information on conditions of female labour at 
:-[ac!:\obertson's Unit ~1dci{obertson 's, also see Young Communist League 

nee,sletters, 1935-33, held at the Archives. 



FEHALE CONFECTIONERS' UNION OF AU5TR.<\LIA 

(See also: Federated Confectioners 1 Union of Australia) 
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FEMALE CONFECTIONERS' UNION OF AUSTR..U-IA 

BOX NO. 
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'2 

.) 

J 

FE:'lALE CO:IJFSCTIONZ[lS I U~nC)L! OF t\.USTRALIA 

1/1 Correspondence regarding the application for the 
registration of the Female Confectioners' Union of 
Australia, and correspondenCe regarding the de-registration 
of the Fe:ilille Confectioners' Union (See historical note) 12 
November 1912-25. February 1920 

1/2 .\pf}lication for the registration of an Association called 
the "Female Confectioners' Union of Australia" as an 
organisation of employees under the Commonwealth 
Conciliation amI Arbitration Act 1904-1915. LJ :\U6uSt 
1918. 

2 tHNUTES 
(NS Generally includes Union's constitution, rules, claims, 
a~ards/agreements, and secretary's report) 

2/1 Federal CouncLl (Also see 2/3/3) 

2/1/1 Minute Book. 24 June 1918-1 Septc~ber 1933 

2/2 Victorian-Tasmania Branch 

2/2/1 Minutes 11 June 1923-23 April L945 

2/3 Victorian Sub-branch 

2/3/1 Minutes 26 September L916-19 January 1913 

2/3/2 :Hnutes 24 June 1913 - 17 Janu3ry 1921 
2/J/3 ;·tinutes 30 I\ugust 1920-11 June 1923 

(:W: pp 1-34 are ·.nio ute s of the FeJC'ral Council 2 Septemb2t-
191:3-28 August 192C) ) 

2/3/1. :Hnutes Sl July 1923-11 July H32 
2/3/5 :Hnutes 11 July 1')]2 -9 ~[ay 1933 

213/6 'linutcs <) ,'1 ely 19]')-22 January l'J~5 

J RULES 

J/1 Female Confectioners' Union: Victoria-Tasmanian Brauch, 
Victoria'l Sub-branch, and Federal rules c.l~ (two copies) 

4/1 General 

4/1/1 Piece ~ork prices (dS determineJ by Wages Soard) a~d 
statistics of industry, including Wages Board 
determinations. 27 May 1901 - November 1940 

4/1/2 Com;nonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration: 
A::;ree.nent between the Female Confectioners' Union <Hld the 
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FEMALE CONFECTIONERS! UNION OF AUSTRALIA 

BOX NO. 
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Victorian Manufacturing Confectioners' Association, 
MacRobe~tson, and Others. 1 July 1924. (t~o copies) 
NB: One copy contains nanuscript adjustments under 
deter'llination of 1 July 1926 

4/l1J Com.nonwealth Conciliation and ArhitratLon Ac[ 1904-1923: 
Transcript of conciliatLon proceedings bet;leen th.= Female 
Confectioners' Union and A.J.Abrihall ani others: Tasmanian 
Section pp.33-126, ·7-11 Dece'llber 1923 

4/1/4 Awards and Conciliation and Arbitration proceedings between 
the union and variolls employers 1 July 1923-21. Decem'ocr 
L 923 

4/L/5 State1l2nt 1:1 support of request for the t'2vie"", of fe~nale 
rates in the confectionery industry. c. late 1943 

4/1/6 
(tvlO copies) 
~fcmorandu.n of 'lgrcc:nent b2twecn the 
Confectioners' Uniono£ Austc.1lia (TaslTI:lnLan 
Cadbury-Fry-Pascall Proprietary Linited 1945 

Federated 
Branch) and 

Special war-time deputations/requests/special conditions of 
'.lork 

4/2/1 :·lemorandu.n in support of application for per~nission to 
import cocoa beans: Deputation to ~r Wilkin: priority 
supply 10 October 1941 

4/2/2 Sitnilar to above (not titled) asking for support in the 
confectionery industry's attempt to import cocOa beans. 23 
October 1941 

4/2/3 Changed circumstances ill the confectionery industry since 
1942 (concetning the demand for cocoa and chocoLlte sinc:e 
the begining of the,.;ar - Lns - rest Glissing) c. tate 1943 

4/2/4 InJustrial JelEare Division, Department of Labour dnd 
National Servic:e. Code of working conditions for wonen ~ar 
~orkers in industry. Novenbar 1942 

4/:2/5 Advance pJlicy: SU:iliildry of questions sub:nitted to the 
CO~illonwealth qank by the Trading Ban\s, together with 
replies thereto c.l941(?) 

4/2/6 Stdte~nent in support of out: request for consideration of 
increased supplies of basLe: [.:cu cuterial, fro:n the i?'ederal 
Secretary of the Federated Confectioners f Associati.on 
c.early 1940s(?) 

4/2/7 Deputation to Trade (n :Unister requesting t~le allotment 
of shipping space to transport gooJs to other states 
c.early 1940s (?) 

5 Tas \vOr.iA:~ r S CLARUN 

(Off icia 1 orgall 
chocolate imd 
publication) 

of the women employed in the confectionery, 
cocoa industry in Australia. Monthly 

S/l Vol.l, ,·'lo.l-Vol-G, No.72., 7 Nove:nber 1)2L- October 1927 
(three volumes) 
N13: For amalgamation Ilith Federated Confectioners r Union 
in 1945, see Fedeclted Confectioners Union - main body 

Barry Stteet liftwe11 - 83 

f3S 6 PIIOTOGRAPLIS (EmbodYing the Female Confectioners r Union dad 
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FENALE CONFECTIONERS' UNION OF AUSTRALIA 

BOX NO. 

the Federated Confectioners' Union) 

6/1 Group of female confectioners lined up 'on roof of 
MacRobextsorr's factory. c.early 19203. Blac~ and \vhite 
9x2D Ci:1 

6/2 Group of female unionists lined up on roof of ~~c~obertsons 
factory. c. ear iy 192Us (':') ljl,lck and <.vh.i te 9x20cm (three 
copies) 

6/] Variation of above 
6/4 Group of female confectioners I unionists in foreground of 

R.S. Hurray (Aust) LLnited c.early 1920s(?) Blact( and 
white (two copies) 

6/5 Procession float: Fei:1ale conf~ctioners Union, (2i~ht Liours 
Day?) C.1920s(??) Black and white 14x20cm 

6/6 Federated Confectionet·s· Union: Delegates dt Third itilIlUal 
Picnic .:It Sorr2nto 1927 (Used. in \loi'lan' G CIJrion :hrch 
1927) 

6/7 Hagazine picture: ~'!dle cO:lfectionecs oucside shop in 
Fitzroy c.1S90s(?) 

6/3 ~agazine print. rrophy cup. Not dated 
:)/9 

6/10 

6/1l 

~inners of a race at Federated Confectioners' Union Annu31 
Picnic - ,.,inners: 1st Robertson U'iacctobertsons); 2:ld ie, 
ThOJl-'lS UlacRobertsons); 'Jrd V. Ryan (Griffiths S~ve.ets) 

1948 Black and white 5.5x8cm (see picnic programme 1943) 
Union delegates at Ft~derated Confectioners' Uniotl Annual 
P icnLc 19/48 IHack and 'vhi te 5. 5x3cm 
t.[.en crossing finishing line at Federated Confectioners t 
Union ,\nnual Picnic c.bte 1940s(?) 15.5x2u.5ccn Bldc:z ;md 
f.vhi te 

6/1.2 \{OJl.:;n crossing fLnishins line at FeJerated C0nfeclioners' 
Union Annual Picnic. c.lf)503(?) 5.5 x 3cll SLIC!( ,wd Ilhitc: 

f)/ U'::hiLlren racing i1t F,~derated Confecti.oners' Union .\nQu'il 
Picnic c.late 1940s(?) 8x8cJl black and ~hite 

6/15 

Contestants in the Bathing Beauty Co:np2 ti t ion 1)59 

llx15.5c~ bl~ck and white 
Wo~en crossing finishing line at Fedeiaated Confectioners' 
Union Annual Picnic 1959 llx1S.5 en black and ';"hite 

6/16 Children cro.ssing finislling line :It Federated 
Confectioners' Union Annual Picnic 1950 1Lx15.Sc~ black and 
,,,hi te 

G/17 C;ontestants in the Bathing :},~dUty Competition c.L%J(?) 
llx15.5cm black. and (,.Illite 

6/ld 

6/L0 

6/2(i 

6/2L 

',Hnners of the T:Llthint; i~",auty Co,np'2tition 1')61. 
b 1 ac k a ltd f,J hi. t e 

lLxlS.5c.n 

Contestants in the Dathin~~ [jeallty Competi.tion 1961. 
11xl5.5cn black and white 
,;';hi Idren and iD~l1 at the Federated Confectioners' Union 
Annual Picnic 1964 7.5xll.5c~ black and white 
Union deleg~tes at the Federated Confectioners' Union 
Annual Picnic 1964 7.5xll.5cm black anJ white 

6/22 Union :nen at Federated Confectioners I Union Annual Picni.c 
c.1970s(?) 11x15.5cm black and whlte 

Maryanne McCubbin, 10 ~pril 1937 
Femconf ec t39 ."l:'l: jmm( Doc. 24) 
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