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I ACCESSION NO I A.1969.0008 
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I SIZE OF 1 m. 6 archives boxes; 3 OS vol. , 
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i HISTORICAL ! John Cheesman was a native of Sussex, England, and was educated in 
! NOTE I France. He was apprenticed to the drapery trade for three years and 

1 followed a seafaring life for five. He left London for Australia in the ship 
. I Union, was wrecked on the Isle of Sal and arrived in Sydney by the ship 
I Pacific in 1856. For a short time he was engaged in the coastal trade 
i before going to the diggings, where he was fairly successful. He 
I commenced dairy farming at Mcintyre's and Moliagul, and then 
I slaughtered for Dunolly and district until 1870 when he moved to Barkly 
I and commenced business as a butcher. Two years later he bought the 
I hotel and store from a Mr. Blair. He was postmaster and electoral 

, i registrar for the district. He selected 630 acres of land and bought more, , 
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i DATE OF i 2 September 1969 
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I ACCESS I Access: Open r 
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I DESCRIPTION I Store account books, 1890-1953; Day Books; postal-note sales book, i 
I 11911-1919; Barkly Cemetary Accounts, 1872-1910; Minute Book of town I 
I I meetings, 1918-1919, 1925-1926, 1933. Newscutting from the St. Arnaud i 
i i Mercury, "Landmark Disappears from 8arkly", account and photograph of I 
I I store, 1895. Account ~ Mrs. L. Driscoll. . i 
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)u.. cu.... (~raaddatlSht-.r of the awvll) 
Catalop!_. kpt •• Housh llalftrdty 1.1-e.Tary. 
AebowledlOMat to lUI. t. Dl>ilcoll. Avoca •. 

C~L I!II= Note 011 John Cheesman. founder of the buSiness, in A. 

Sutherland's Victot"ia and its Mett"o2olis, Past. and Present, -Vol.2, ,.22th 

Cheesman. John, Barkly, is a native of Sussex, Ingland, and was educated in 
Ft"ance. He was apprenticed to the dra,ery trade for three years, and followed a 
seafaring life five years. He left London fot" ;\ustt"aUa in the ship Union, 
waswreck.ed on the Ide of Sal, and arrived in Sydney by the ship Pacific 
in 1856. For a short time he was engaged 1n the coasting trade, and then 
gave up the sea and went to the diggings. Be was fairly succelsful. He 
nelCt commenced dairy farming at Mflntyre's and MoUagul, and was at that 
industry for eight years, after which he caU1ed on slaughtet'ing fot' Dunolly 

and the neighbourhood until 1810, when he removed to iarkly and stat'ted in 
business as a butcher. Two years later he bought the hotel and store, which 
he now conducts, from Mr. Ilair. He. is postmaster and electoral registrar for 
the district. Mr. Cheesman has selec!;ed 630 acres of land, and has bought 
30 acres, and pays .considerable attention to the breedIng of draught horses. 
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LIST 9.' _UCOl.DS • 

May 1810-0ct. 1816. 
At back, notes of proouce bougbt. 

Feb. 1817-Dec.1884. 
Cover missing. 

Aug. 1888 - Oct. 189l. 
At back, produce bought, newspaper accounts showing papers 
taken. 

7 Oct. 1891 - 13 June 1893. 

June 1893 • Sept. 1900. 
At back. produce bought, newspaper accounts, liS leeper cutten 
pricee". 

29 Sept. 1900 ... 28 Oct. 1905. 

Oet. 1905,,'eb. 1912. 
'.743 "Statistie. for year 1906given t.o constabletl : nwabeu 
of sheep, l.uibs, bee-hives, ttems of machinery etc. 
Newspaper accounts. 

1911,,'eb. 1920. 
first 170 paae. damaged by liould. 

May 1922-MaJ,'ch 1925. 
At back, list of Hlooks lentlt. 

JUly 1936 - Aug. 1937. 

Jov. 1936 - June 1938. Inside back cover notes on 
IlBa:rker's s'heepat Dipping". 

Feb. ... Jov. 1938 • 

Dec. 1938 ... Aug. 1939. 
CoV'eraoo pp. 1 .. 27 ad.sdas. 

16 Aug. 1939 - Hay 1940. 

July 1942 ·Msy 1943. 

'eb. - Dec. 1945. 

Ledger Aug. 1813 - Sept. 1896. 

Book notug rebate., COlllltissions, flour tetun., produce 
bought, cheques paid. 
1940 .. 41. 

Book (foolscap) in which are noted cash takiags, butter 
bought. cash pUl!'chase •• cheques paid et.c. 
July 1952-Mal!'. 1953. 
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5. 

6. 

7. 

<0, 

LIft or ucoapa (uonttnued). 

look labelled Itloatal rates and pound note.n • Sale. of 
postal notes 1911-1919; cuttiags relatiag to land laws. 

Quarto .a.rci.e book coataialag day book entries 28 Oct. -
Bov. 1905,.then note. of _ettags held at Chee .... a's store: 
"toarraage for rai.ing fund. towar4s an HollOI' Board in 
meaory of the soldier. froa Bark1y and frenchmans", 1210v.1918 
- 15 Ja. 1919. 
Heetias aad Public Ball to Mt up a.usb fire Irlaade at , 
Iark1y, 5 Jan. 1925,2 feb •. 1925. Honey .coUected (amowts 
related to DUmber of acre. held). 1 feb. 1926-6 Jaa._~933. 
Maedng ta Ball 9 July to arrange picaic to celebrate peace. 
1 March meeting to consider holdiag sport •• 
Corre.,oadence and accounts relatinl to BODOI' Board and 
medab 1919. Rue. of thoM to 10 on loard. 
Loose 18s1de book; A.llotaent fora £tOIl AustraU.&Il War MUseum 
for machine-gun to town of aedbaak. Give. unit .£1'_ whose 
capture. trophy ls to he selected. Receipt attached. 

larkly Ce .. teryAccounts. 
Hay 1872-Jan. 1910. 

8th October, 1969. Cecily Close. 

Seuior Asst. Archivist. 


