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Edward Woodward was born in 1928 and educated at Melbourne
Grammar and the University of Melbourne. After graduating LLB,
Woodward was admitted to the Bar in 1951, and became a QC in 1965.
From the 1960s, Woodward was a member and presided over numerous
public bodies including: Chairman of the Dried Fruits Board (1963-1972);
president of the Victorian Association of Youth Clubs (1966-1976);
member of the Victorian Bar Council (1969-1972); chairman of the
Stevedoring Industrial Council. From 1972 to 1979 Woodward was Judge
of the Northern Territory Supreme Court, Judge of the Australian
Industrial Court and from 1972 to 1980, Judge of the Supreme Court,
ACT. In the midst of this activity, Woodward was a Royal Commissioner
to the Aboriginal Land Rights (1973-1974); president of the Trade
practices Tribunal (1974-1976); Director General of Security (1976-
1981). In 1977, Woodward was appointed Federal Court Judge until 1990
when he became Chancellor of the University of Melbourne.

E:\COLLECTION MANAGEMENT\Inventories\UMArchives\Lists(T-Z)\Woodward, Albert Edward (Sir)\Woodward, Albert Edward (Sir)
(102~26).doc
Version: 12 February 2007



Box Item Description Date

No No

Papers related to Edward Woodward as Senior Counsel for the

Yirrkala Aboriginal People in the Gove Land Rights Case (Milirrpum v
Nabalco Pty Ltd in 1970-71). At the invitation of the Prime Minister, Mr.
E G Whitlam, Justice Woodward conducted a Royal Commission into
aboriginal land rights in the Northern Territory. His first report was
presented in July 1973 and recommended the establishment of Aboriginal
Land Councils aimed at providing a united aboriginal voice for advice and
advocacy in the Territory. A final report was presented in April 1974. The
commission paved the way for the Northern Territory Land Rights
Legislation which was enacted in 1976. He later acted as Chairman of the
Aboriginal Justice Committee. These papers reflect these activities.

Item numbers used are those existing on file covers

ACM
12 February 2007
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Series Table of Contents

Series 1 Aboriginal Landrights 1973-2002 p4
Commission 1973-1974 Schedule
of Documents
Later Aboriginal Matters 1991-2002 p.5
Gove Case 1968-1993 p.6
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No No
1 1

1 2

1 3

1 4

1 5

1 6

1 7

1 8

1 9

1 10
1 11
1 12
1 13-30
2 31
2 32

Description

Aboriginal Landrights Commission
1973-1974 Schedule of Documents

Submissions Received

Submission of Northern Land Council, with
Schedule and Index

Aboriginal Land Rights Commission.
Submission on behalf of the Gunmugurgur
known as Na-Madjawarr, Na-Murrwan Na-
Mirrar and other members of the Aboriginal
community at Oenpelli

Items 3-12 bundled together

Aboriginal Land Rights Commission. Gove
Venture. Submission by Gove Alumina Limited
Aboriginal Land Rights Commission. Gove
Venture. Joint submission by Swiss Aluminum
Australia Limited and Gove Alumina Limited.
Northern Territory Cattle Producers Council.
Submission to the Aboriginal Land Rights
Commission

Australian Conservation Foundation. Submission
to the Aboriginal Land Rights Commission
Queensland Mines Limited. Submission
Department of Tourism and Recreation.
Submission

Aboriginal Land Rights Commission.
Submission on behalf of The Central Land
Council, with errata and summary

Submission to the Aboriginal Land Rights
Commission. Department of Aboriginal Affairs
Submission to the Aboriginal Land Rights
Commission. David R. Anderson, a descendant
of the Wemba Wemba tribe

Mineral Rights — Department of the Northern
Territory

Correspondence

Correspondence, including copies of letters to
and from Prime Minister, E G Whitlam, record
of conversations, briefing notes, background
papers; also some later correspondence reflecting
on the 1973-74 decisions.

Reports

Aboriginal land rights commission. First report
Aboriginal land rights commission. Second
report

Date

1973-2002

1974

Feb 1974

10 Oct 1973

29 Sep 1973

18 Jun 1973

Sep 1973
Sep 1973

Sep 1973

28 Sep 1973

1973- 1998

Jul 1973
Apr 1974
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Miscellaneous
2 33-42  Press statements, briefing notes, aboriginal 1972 1974
language groups, clans, itineraries, major
submissions and lists of information supplied to
the Commission

2 43 Northern territory maps showing aboriginal lands

2 44-46  Imprints — American and Canadian Indian claims

2 47 Itineraries for Canadian visit Oct 1973
2 48-52  Canadian Indians and Aborigines — similarities 1974-1975

and differences; statement on Indian Claims;
Lot’s Wife, Sep 1974, Woodward report for
capitalism not for black people; Visits to Arnhem
Land, Apr-Jun 1975, Summary of conclusions
and recommendations; second reading speech on
the Aboriginal Land (Northern Territory) Bill
2 53-59 A Claim to areas of traditional land by The 1976 - 1981
Walpiri and Kartangarurru — Kurintji;
commentary on criticisms of the Aboriginal
Land (Northern Territory) Bill; concerns by the
Mining Industry Council (1978); imprint
Australian institute of Aboriginal Studies
Newsletter no 16, Sep 1981; discussion on Royal
Commission between Sir Edward Woodward, Dr
Nicolas Peterson and Dr Max Charlesworth
2 60 The Aboriginal Land Inquiry (WA), report by Sep 1984
Paul Seaman, QC
Items 61-65 bundled together

2 61 1985 Australian Legal Convention. Land Rights ~ May 1985
and Land Use, A view from the sidelines
2 62-63  Correspondence — Barrie Dexter (Jan 1986); 1986 - 1991

proceedings, in the Federal Court between
Northern Land Council and the Aboriginal Land
Commissioner and Attorney General for the
Northern Territory

2 64 Conference papers. Land Rights, Past, Present Aug 1996
and Future, jointly convened by the Northern and
Central Land Councils

2 65 High Court of Australia — on appeal from the May 2002
Federal Court. Risk v Northern Territory of
Australia. Judgment

Later Aboriginal Matters 1991-2002

2 66 Law Council of Australia. Aboriginal Justice 1991 - 1996
Committee — Minutes (Dec 1991 — Apr 1992);
correspondence (May 1993-Dec 1996;

2 67 Aboriginal land rights review - matters relating  1997-2002
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2 68

2 69

2 70

2 71

2 A-H
3 1

3 J-S
3 T-BB
3 CC
3 DD
3 EE
3 FF

3 GG
3 HH
3 I

Description

thereto

Discussion paper 7 — Governance bodies and
Australian Legislative Provision for
Corporations and Councils by Garth Nettheim
National Museum of Victoria, Black and White,
Arnhem Land, exhibition of photographs taken
by Donald Thomson;

General correspondence relating to aboriginal
matters, including from H E Coombs

Kakadu Talk

Gove Case

Aboriginal land rights — memoranda of advice,
imprints, maps, background material

Supreme Court of Northern Territory. Book of
Pleadings between Milirripum... and Nabalco
Pty Ltd and Commonwealth of Australia
Mathaman and Ors. V Nabalco and the
Commonwealth. Issues and suggestions;
Interlocutory Injunction proceedings; application
by defendants for Summary Judgment argument
for plaintiffs; Yirrkala Aborigines v
Commonwealth and Nabalco; some general
principles of aboriginal land-holding;
correspondence; memorandum recording
agreement between parties on certain issues
Prof. Stanner’s statement on Yirrkala Aboriginal
Land-claims; Yirrkala Village Council;
Milirripum & Ors v Nabalco & The
Commonwealth; letter from Prof Stanner (12 Oct
1970)

Aboriginal Land Rights. Affidavits and Proofs of
Aboriginal Witnesses

Supreme Court of Northern Territory. Affidavits.
Between Mathaman ... and Nabalco Pty Ltd and
Commonwealth of Australia

Milirrpum and Others v Nabalco Pty Ltd and the
Commonwealth of Australia. NSW Legal and
Historical Material referred to by W.O. Harris
Q.C.

Summary of Historical Material submitted on
Behalf of the Commonwealth of Australia

Note re U.S. and Other Authorities

Significant Dates, 1787-1863

Supreme Court of Northern Territory.
Millirrpum... and Nabalco Pty Ltd and
Commonwealth of Australia. Submission of

Date

2000

1993-1996
¢.2002

1968-1983

1968

1968

1968

1968

1968
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Plaintiffs Counsel (bound version)

3 1] Milirrpum... and Nabalco Pty Ltd and
Commonwealth of Australia. Final address for
the Plaintiffs
3 KK Appendices A — F to final address
3 LL Milirrpum v Nabalco and the Commonwealth.
Memorandum to Advice
3 MM- Correspondence, Summary of Gove case; 1969-c1983
TT petition; imprints; obituary of Birrikitji
END
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