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THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE ARCHIVES 
 
 

NAME OF 
COLLECTION 

Baillieu Library 

  
ACCESSION NO 109/01 
  
CATEGORY University Official  
ACTIVITY University Department 
  
DATE RANGE 1940 - 2002 
SIZE OF 
COLLECTION 

 
7 map drawers; 1 plastic carry case; 3 solander boxes (1.88m) 

  
HISTORICAL 
NOTE 

On 21 March 1959, the University celebrated a long-sought ambition 
when the Prime Minister Robert Menzies opened the new Baillieu 
Library. The donation for the building was received in 1944, the site 
selected in 1952, the plans and working drawings prepared in 1954 and 
the building was erected between March 1957 and December 1958. This 
was the first library project of significance since the new Public Library of 
New South Wales in 1942. The Baillieu Library boasted 90,000 square 
feet of floor space, could accommodate 1000 readers and at least 300,000 
books. The plans allowed for additional extensions which was fortuitous 
because by 1960 the University was reporting that accommodation was 
inadequate. The library received large donations from the W.L. Baillieu 
Trust. 

  
DATE OF 
TRANSFER 

January 2009 

  
ACCESS 
CONDITIONS 

Restricted – No automatic access; see sec. 1.2 of Access Rules 

  
DESCRIPTION Architectural plans, elevations, inventories, reports and correspondence 

regarding the proposed Baillieu Library and its subsequent 
extensions, alterations, refurbishment and infrastructure of the Baillieu 
Library as well as The Brownless Medical Library, the Education 
Resource Centre; The Mathematical Sciences Library; Giblin Economics 
& Commerce Library and Archives. 

  
NOTE ON 
COLLECTIONS 

 

NOTE ON 
LISTING 

 

LISTED BY Denise Driver 
DATE 29 September 2009 
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Series Table of Contents  

 
Series 1 Building Plans 1940 – 2002 p.2 
 
 
 
 1 Building Plans 

 
 

MD 6 / 7  Baillieu Library ‘Plans 1950s’ 
Baillieu – Stage 1. Plans and elevations by 
John F. Scarborough Partners  
[Previously known as Drawer 10] 
 

1956 –  1959 

MD 6 / 8  Baillieu Library ‘Plans 1960s-1970s’ 
Baillieu – Stage 2 & 3 Plans and elevations. 
John F. Scarborough Partners  
[Previously known as Drawer 9] 
 

1967 – 1977 

MD 6 / 9  Baillieu Library ‘Plans 1980s-1990s’ 
John F. Scarborough Partners  
[Previously known as Drawer 8] 
 

1980s – 1990s 

MD 6 / 10  ‘Brownless Medical Library Plans ’ 
John F. Scarborough Partners  
[Previously known as Drawer 7] 
 

1990 – 1999 

MD 6 / 11  ‘Education Resource Centre; Math Science Library; Giblin 
Economics & Commerce Library Plans’ John F. 
Scarborough & Partners Architects; Anthony Styant-Browne  
[Previously known as Drawer 6] 
 

1993 – 1995 

MD 6 / 12  ‘Baillieu: Refurbishment Stage 1’ 
 [Previously known as Drawer 5] 
 

1994 

MD 6 / 11  ‘Better Baillieu Project Plans. Stage 4’ 
John F. Scarborough & Partners Architects  
[Previously known as Drawer 4] 
 

1995 – 1999 

MD 6 / 13  ‘Better Baillieu Project Plans. Stage 5’ 
Baillieu Library Desk Co-Location; Education Resource Centre 
Desk Co-Location; CK Design International (2001) 
120 Dawson Street, Brunswick - Forbes & Fitzhardinge 
Woodland: Architecture Planning Design (1998) [Previously 
known as Drawer 3] 
 

2001 

MD 6 / 13  ‘Archives Dawson Street’ 
Baillieu Library – EWIS Upgrade, Proposed Partition and 
Furniture Layout; Key Lock Project. Interco Group; Scheme 
Group Consulting Engineers; John F. Scarborough & Partners 
Architects [Previously known as Drawer 2] 
 

1995 – 2002 

Box 1 & 2  ‘Baillieu Library Upgrades’  
Display samples mock up of interior fittings, carpet, lino, tiles 
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and paint colour. CAD drawings for all branch libraries, 
signage (including emergency, utilities, and amenities) & 1 
Blue folder – implementation of Better Baillieu project: 
Correspondence plans. [Previously known as Drawer 1] 
 

Box 3  File ‘Msc. Docs II New Building etc’ Correspondence to the 
Building Committee, Memorandums, facilities requirements. 
 

1914 –  1952 

Box 3  File – ‘Master Plan of University by Prof. Lewis?’ and 
‘Melbourne Metropolitan Board of Works.’ Folded plans. 
 

1940, 1945 

Box 3  File – Report ‘Proposed Library for the University of 
Melbourne. Report of Investigation made by John F. D. 
Scarborough for and on behalf of The Council of the 
University of Melbourne. 
 

Sept. 1945 

Box 3  File ‘Plan of Intermediate Floor’ Folded plans. 
 

1955 –  1956 

Box 3  File – ‘Geometric Stair,’ ‘Main Circulation Space’ ‘Site Plan’ 
and ‘Proposed Layout of Reference Dept.’ 
Folded plans. 
 

1955 –  1954 

Box 3  File ‘Library Plans: Scheme 2’ Folded plans. 
 

1947 

Box 3  File – Library Plans ‘Scheme 3’ Folded plans. 
 

1952 

Box 3  File – Library Plans ‘Scheme 4’ and ‘Scheme 4 Ground Floor 
Plan’ Folded plans. 
 

Nov 1952 

Box 3  File ‘Draft Plan (Basis of Scheme 6) by Mr Lodewycks’ and 
‘First Draft of Scheme 6, July 1953’ Folded plans. 
 

July 1953 

Box 3  File – ‘Limited £100,000 Scheme Approved Sept 1953.’ 
Folded plans. 
 

Sept. 1953 

Box 3  File – Library Plans ‘Scheme 6’ Folded plans. 
 
 

1954 

Box 3  File ‘Library Plans – Amended Feb 1955’  
Folded plans. 
 

1955 

Box 3  File – ‘Revised July / Aug 1955’ Folded plans. 
 

1955 
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