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Creator Bright Family

Creator's Exporters - Shipping agents - Traders - Graziers

Activity/Occupation

Creator's Historical Note

Trading out of Bristol, England, the Brights' activities spread across Great Britain to continental Europe, 

Africa (including the slave trade), the North and South Americas, the Caribbean (notably Jamaica), 

Australia and New Zealand. Industrial involvements included mining, milling and manufacture, ship, 

railway and canal construction, landed estates and plantations. Members of the family were prominent 

in medicine, law, politics, religion, and a wide range of social and cultural activities. The Bright Family 

collection interlocks with that of Gibbs, Bright & Co. who were the owners of the "Great Britain".

Creator Manners-Sutton Family

Creator's Governors

Activity/Occupation

Creator's Historical Note

Charles Manners-Sutton, (1780-1845) was born at Screveton Hall, Nottinghamshire, son of Charles 

Manners Sutton, Archbishop of Canterbury and his wife Mary. In 1807 he was Member of Parliament 

for Scarborough and in 1809 was made Judge Advocate General. On 8th July 1811, he married Lucy 

Maria Charlotte Denison who died in 1815. He later married Ellen, widow of John Hume Purves who 

died 16 November 1845. He became speaker of the House of Commons in 1817 at a salary of 6,000 

pounds per annum, GCB on 5th September 1833, and was made the First Viscount Canterbury in 

1835 when he retired from the House when his re-election failed. He divided his time between 

Westminster and his home at Holly Lodge, Bergh-Apton in Norfolk. His black ministerial despatch box 

remained in the family. He died on 21st July 1845, exactly seventeen years to the day after his father, 

and according to the Manners-Sutton papers is buried in the family vault at St Mary' s Addington where 

there is also a memorial plaque.

The third Viscount Canterbury (1814-1877), governor of Victoria, was born on 21 May 1814 in London 

and baptized John Henry Thomas, the younger son of Charles Manners-Sutton and his first wife Lucia 

Maria Charlotte, née Denison. His paternal grandfather was archbishop of Canterbury in 1805-28; his 

father was eight times speaker of the House of Commons and became Viscount Canterbury in 1835. 

Like his father, John Henry Thomas was educated at Eton and Trinity College, Cambridge (M.A., 

1835). He entered Lincoln's Inn in September but soon abandoned law and turned to politics. He was 

elected to the House of Commons in 1839 but unseated for bribery. He represented Cambridge 

Borough in 1841-1847, and was under-secretary of the Home Department in Peel's ministry from 

September 1841 to July 1846. He began his colonial career as lieutenant-governor of New Brunswick 

in 1854-61 and governor of Trinidad in 1864-66. On 15 August 1866 he was sworn in as governor of 

Victoria. 

After the death of his brother in 1869 Manners-Sutton became the third Viscount Canterbury. His 

whole governorship was characterized by a deep sense of responsibility. From his speeches and 

dispatches Canterbury gave little evidence of a colourful or dynamic personality but he was a just and 

conscientious governor. His popularity in Victoria was well established when he left Melbourne in 

March 1873. He returned to England, took his seat in the House of Lords. He died in London on 24 

June 1877. On 5 July 1838 he had married Georgiana Tomson. One of their seven children, Anna 

Maria Georgiana, married Charles Edward Bright (who, with brother Reginald and W H Hart founded 

Bright Bros in Melbourne in 1853) in 1868. On their wedding the city and ships in the bay were 

decorated and a special train took the couple to their honeymoon at Queenscliff .
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Collection/Series

Date Range of 1651-1944

8 archive boxes, 1 itemSize/Extent

Access Conditions
Access: Open

The papers in this acquisition were created and gathered by the Manners-Sutton Family and the Bright 

Family.

Boxes 1 and 2 consist of documents originally stored in the black ministerial despatch box of Charles 

Manners-Sutton, First Viscount Canterbury and father of the Govenor of Victoria, John Henry Thomas 

Manners-Sutton. The box was passed through the family until its contents were deposited in the 

Archive in 2000. The documents found in the box consist of a mixture of correspondence with 

members of Parliament when Charles Manners-Sutton was Speaker, including Sir Robert Peel; with 

members of the Royal Family; and with membesr of the Manners-Sutton family including his sons, 

1810-1845. The box was added to by later family members such a Charles Henry Manners Sutton 

Bright, c.1920-c.1945.

Boxes 3 and 6 consist of legal documents and indentures relating to the Bright Family, 1651-1832; 

boxes 4, 7 and 8 consist of more legal documents of the Bright Family 1750-1839, including Articles of 

Copartnership for Mess'rs Gibbs, Bright and Co., Melbourne.

Box 5 consists of Henry Bright's Letterbook, 1740-1769; and Lowbridge Bright's Letterbook, 

1774-1780.

The contents of the majority of these boxes were listed by Mrs. C. Bright.

Scope and Content of Collection/Series

Collection Category Other, individuals

This document dated 19/02/2015
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