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Activity/Occupation

Creator's Historical Note

Ruth Hoban was educated at Methodist Ladies College and the University of Melbourne where she 

graduated B.A., B.Comm, Dip. Ed. In 1932, Hoban taught at Melbourne Girls' College until she 

resigned in 1937 to embark on studies at the University of London. Hoban returned to Melbourne with 

a Certificate of Social Sciences and Administration in 1940 and was appointed social worker for the 

International Refugees' Council and Victorian Housing Commission. In 1942 Hoban resigned and 

became a lecturer in Social Studies at the University of Melbourne until 1944 when she became 

Director of the Department. Hoban was promoted as Associate Professor in 1957. She resigned from 

both positions in 1963 and became Associate Professor of the Institute of Applied Economic and 

Social research in 1971 to 1973. Hoban then embarked on private research which included research 

on Sulina Sutherland, which was published in the Australian Dictionary of Biography. Hoban married 

the historian, R.M. Crawford in 1958. She died on 12 March 1996.

Collection/Series

Date Range of 1850-1988

37 archives boxes, 8 cartonsSize/Extent

Access Conditions
Access: Open

Notes made by Ruth Crawford towards a biography of Sulina Sutherland, nurse and child welfare 

worker; subject files regarding immigration, welfare, hospitals; correspondence; reports; University of 

Melbourne Department of Social Studies lectures and courses; reading references; reports.

Also includes copies and transcripts of nineteenth century diaries used by Max Crawford in his 

research, and files relating to Theresa Wardell and Len Tierney.

Scope and Content of Collection/Series

Collection Category University, individuals

This document dated 12/01/2015
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To request access to records on the list below via the University of Melbourne Archives 

Reading Room, quote the Unit/Box reference in full.

Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

1991.0087 

Unit 1

1991.0087.0000

.0001

Sulina Sutherland; ? 

(handwriting on box 

unclear) 1890-1895; 

newscuttings

1991.0087 

Unit 2

1991.0087.0000

.0002

Sulina Sutherland; ? 

(handwriting on box 

unclear)

1991.0087 

Unit 3

1991.0087.0000

.0003

1991.0087 

Unit 4

1991.0087.0000

.0004

Sulina Sutherland

1991.0087 

Unit 5

1991.0087.0000

.0005

Holden Estates; On RMC 

unix files

1991.0087 

Unit 6

1991.0087.0000

.0006

Correspondence

1991.0087 

Unit 7

1991.0087.0000

.0007

Social Welfare; Vic 

Council Social Training 

Board of Social Studies 

1934; Social Welfare 

History Group; 

Perspectives in Public ? 

(word unclear); Other 

social issues

1991.0087 

Unit 8

1991.0087.0000

.0008

Subject files

1991.0087 

Unit 9

1991.0087.0000

.0009

Financial material; 

Administration; Other 

committees

1991.0087 

Unit 10

1991.0087.0000

.0010

Minutes of evidence 

before Board of Enquiry 

into charges against Miss 

S.M.M Sutherland

1991.0087 

Unit 11

1991.0087.0000

.0011

Fordyce Genealogy & 

Jamieson Genealogy

1991.0087 

Unit 12

1991.0087.0000

.0012

University material

1991.0087 

Unit 13

1991.0087.0000

.0013

Reading references & 

suggested reading

1991.0087 

Unit 14

1991.0087.0000

.0014

Reading references & 

suggested reading; 

Fieldwork

1991.0087 

Unit 15

1991.0087.0000

.0015

Courses inc. 

Development of Social 

Studies courses; Training 

Courses for child care; 

Training Division
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

1991.0087 

Unit 16

1991.0087.0000

.0016

Hoban's study reports 

inc. S Grieg Smith 

biography; Child care 

study; Epilepsy study; 

Traffic Accident study; 

Report on the future 

development of Social 

Studies courses

1991.0087 

Unit 17

1991.0087.0000

.0017

Subject files; 

Development of a Social 

Conscience; Port Phillip 

Bay

1991.0087 

Unit 18

1991.0087.0000

.0018

Subject files; Welfare of 

immigrants; Alfred ? 

(unclear) Charitable 

Trust; Victorian 

Benevolent Asylum; 

Voluntary Hospitals; 

Relief

1991.0087 

Unit 19

1991.0087.0000

.0019

Index cards; Research 

notes

1991.0087 

Unit 20

1991.0087.0000

.0020

Port Phillip material

1991.0087 

Unit 21

1991.0087.0000

.0021

Research notes; 

Common Humanity

1991.0087 

Unit 22

1991.0087.0000

.0022

Subject files; incl. 

Aboriginal matters; 

Border Police; Sanitation; 

Female immigration & 

general immigration

1991.0087 

Unit 23

1991.0087.0000

.0023

Port Phillip District 

medical notes; Poor Law 

Scotland

1991.0087 

Unit 24

1991.0087.0000

.0024

Scotland

1991.0087 

Unit 25

1991.0087.0000

.0025

Lectures

1991.0087 

Unit 26

1991.0087.0000

.0026

Lectures

1991.0087 

Unit 27

1991.0087.0000

.0027

Lectures; Research

1991.0087 

Unit 28

1991.0087.0000

.0028

Research for William M. 

Forster

1991.0087 

Unit 29

1991.0087.0000

.0029

Research; Reference lists

1991.0087 

Unit 30

1991.0087.0000

.0030

Research

1991.0087 

Unit 31

1991.0087.0000

.0031

incl. Social Conscience 

study
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

1991.0087 

Unit 32

1991.0087.0000

.0032

incl. Social Conscience 

study

1991.0087 

Unit 33

1991.0087.0000

.0033

Research notes

1991.0087 

Unit 34

1991.0087.0000

.0034

1991.0087 

Unit 35

1991.0087.0000

.0035

Notes, photocopies, 

letters, etc. for Biography 

of Sulina Sutherland; Re 

S.S. visit to UK 1897; 

Scotland 1976 - 

Sutherland Estate Papers 

- 18th & 19th century; 

Malcolm Grey - Highland 

Economy; ? (unclear); the 

Kelp Industry; Napier 

Commission 1883-1884; 

Census material - parish 

school ? (unclear); ??? 

(unclear); Highland Ed. 

[notes from books]; 

General background 

[notes from books]

1991.0087 

Unit 36

1991.0087.0000

.0036

1893-1910 Notes etc. towards a 

biography of Sulina 

Sutherland; The 

Melbourne Years; Vic 

Neglected Children's Aid 

Society - 'From Dark to 

Dawn' (a quarterly 

journal) 1895-1906; 

UNCAS 1894-1910; 

Presbyterian Neglected 

Child Care Society & Vic 

NCAS Committee 

Minutes 1893-1908; 

Cuttings re life of SS; SS 

in Melbourne 

(1881-1909) etc.

1991.0087 

Unit 37

1991.0087.0000

.0037

Notes etc. re bio of 

Sulina Sutherland; The 

Sutherland Enquiry; New 

Zealand bundle

1991.0087 

Unit 38

1991.0087.0000

.0038

1991.0087 

Unit 39

1991.0087.0000

.0039

Burnside Sutherland

1991.0087 

Unit 40

1991.0087.0000

.0040

Miscellaneous 

correspondence; 

Scotland files
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

1991.0087 

Unit 41

1991.0087.0000

.0041

Genealogy

1991.0087 

Unit 42

1991.0087.0000

.0042

2 boxes of index cards: 

HR of NSW & HR of A. all 

vols; Newspapers - Port 

Phillip District; Box 2 

Immigration; 1836-1851

1991.0087 

Unit 43

1991.0087.0000

.0043

Information from draft list 

created 2003. Box 1: 1. 

Organisations, Victoria, 

A-G; Box 2: 

Organisations, Victoria, 

O-Z and general articles 

Parliamentary and official 

material

1991.0087 

Unit 44

1991.0087.0000

.0044

Information from draft list 

created 2003. Box 2: 

Card Files; 1. Individuals, 

Victoria, A-M; 2. 

Organisations, NSW A-K

1991.0087 

Unit 45

1991.0087.0000

.0045

Information from draft list 

created 2003. Box 3: 

Card Files; 1. Individuals, 

Victoria; 2. Individuals, 

other than Victoria

1991.0087 

Unit 46

1991.0087.0000

.0046

Information from draft list 

created 2003. Box 4: 

Card Files; 1. NSW 

Parliamentary material; 

NSW Votes and 

Proceedings from 1851; 

NSW LA material from 

Parliamentary Papers 

1856-1899; Charitable 

Institutions NSW, LA; 

Orphan Schools NSW, 

LC, V and P etc.; NSW 

LA Debates; Material 

from SMH 1866; 2. 

University of Melbourne, 

Organisations other than 

Victoria and NSW, A-Z, 

also general articles other 

than Vic

1991.0087 

Unit 47

1991.0087.0000

.0047

Information from draft list 

created 2003. Box 5: 1. 

Miscellaneous-Victoria; 2. 

Organisations other than 

Victoria and NSW
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

1991.0087 

Unit 48

1991.0087.0000

.0048

Information from draft list 

created 2003. Box 6: 

Slides; 1. The 

Renaissance, 

biographical index and 

dates; 2. Secondary 

sources

1991.0087 

Unit 49

1991.0087.0000

.0049

Information from draft list 

created 2003. Box 7: 1. 

Organisations-Victoria, 

H-N; 2. Benevolent 

Society of NSW, A-Z; 

Members of Committee, 

1813-1853

1991.0087 

Unit 50

1991.0087.0000

.0050

Information from draft list 

created 2003. Box 8: 1. 

Leonardo Da Vinci 

notebooks; 2. 

Unidentified index in 

black box; 3. Unidentified 

index in brown box

1991.0087 

Unit 51

1991.0087.0000

.0051

Information from draft list 

created 2003. Box 9: 1. 

Organisations, NSW; 

Mitchell 

Library-catalogued 

manuscripts no title; 2. 

Organisations NSW, A-K

1991.0087 

Unit 52

1991.0087.0000

.0052

Information from draft list 

created 2003. Box 10: 

Card Files; 1. 

Organisations other than 

Victoria, A-K; 2. 

Organisations NSW, A-K

1991.0087 

Unit 53

1991.0087.0000

.0053

Information from draft list 

created 2003. Box 11: 

Card Files; 

Newspapers-Port Phillip 

District, Box 1 Relief 

1836-1851; 2. 

Individuals-Victoria, N-Z

1991.0087 

Unit 54

1991.0087.0000

.0054

Information from draft list 

created 2003. Box 12: 

Card Files; 1. 

Organisations, L-Z, NSW; 

2. NSW Parliamentary 

material
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

1991.0087 

Unit 55

1991.0087.0000

.0055

Information from draft list 

created 2003. Box 13: 1. 

Unidentified brown box; 

2. Newspapers-Port 

Phillip District, Box 3 

Medical, 1836-1851

1991.0087 

Unit 56

1991.0087.0000

.0056

Information from draft list 

created 2003. Box 14: 

Unidentified index; 2. 

Organisations-Victoria 

continued, L-Z

1991.0087 

Unit 57

1991.0087.0000

.0057

Information from draft list 

created 2003. Box 15: 1. 

Individuals other than 

Victoria, A-K; 2. General 

articles and 

bibliographical references

1991.0087 

Unit 58

1991.0087.0000

.0058

Information from draft list 

created 2003. Box 16: 1. 

Organisations-NSW, L-Z 

and general articles; 2. 

Bibliographies

1991.0087 

Unit 59

1991.0087.0000

.0059

Information from draft list 

created 2003. Box 17: 1. 

Unidentified index in box 

marked 'Box 2'; 2. 

Individuals other than 

Victoria, L-Z

1991.0087 

Unit 60

1991.0087.0000

.0060

Information from draft list 

created 2003. Box 18: 1. 

Individuals other than 

Victoria

End of List
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