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Creator Oeser, Oscar Adolph

Creator's Academics - Psychology

Activity/Occupation

Creator's Historical Note

Oeser was born in 1904 in Pretoria. By the age of 27 he had graduated from the Transvaal University 

College, Rhodes University Cape Town, Philipps University Marburg and the University of Cambridge, 

and had gained two doctorates in two disciplines, physics and psychology. In 1933 Oeser became 

Head of the Department in Experimental Psychology at the University of St Andrews until 1940 when 

he served in the war initially as Wing Commander in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve , assigned 

to intelligence work by the Air Ministry. In 1945, Oeser was released from intelligence service by the Air 

Ministry to set up a new program of research as Controller General of the German Personnel 

Research Branch, focusing on the selection of personnel for the post-War reconstruction of Germany. 

In 1946, Oeser was appointed Foundation Chair in Psychology at the University of Melbourne where 

he remained until 1970 when he became Head of the Human Relations Unit at Western Mining. A 

member and chairman of numerous committees and a prolific researcher, Oeser was always 

concerned with the conditions of real life. He died in 1983.
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To request access to records on the list below via the University of Melbourne Archives 

Reading Room, quote the Unit/Box reference in full.

Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

1993.0151 

Unit 1

1993.0151.0000

.0001

1993.0151 

Unit 2

1993.0151.0000

.0002

1965-1970 Transcripts of lectures; ? 

(unclear) Paper c1965; 

Folders re Articles 

1968-1970

1993.0151 

Unit 3

1993.0151.0000

.0003

1993.0151 

Unit 4

1993.0151.0000

.0004

SRT - Role Theory; 

Human Relations Project 

- Western Mng

1993.0151 

Unit 5

1993.0151.0000

.0005

SRT: Literature & Book 

Extracts

1993.0151 

Unit 6

1993.0151.0000

.0006

SRT Book Draft

1993.0151 

Unit 7

1993.0151.0000

.0007

Intelligence Testing; 

Notebooks, Rorschach 

Tests

1993.0151 

Unit 8

1993.0151.0000

.0008

SRT Book Draft

1993.0151 

Unit 9

1993.0151.0000

.0009

1970-1971 RT/SRT Seminars 1970, 

1971; Some HRU notes 

& submission

1993.0151 

Unit 10

1993.0151.0000

.0010

Human Relations Unit 

Uni Melb, Uni Monash, 

WNC; Maurice Brown 

Report on HRU & WMG; 

HRU Kambalda study 

notes & submissions

1993.0151 

Unit 11

1993.0151.0000

.0011

1939-1940 Diploma in Education 

Research Folder 1939-40

1993.0151 

Unit 12

1993.0151.0000

.0012

Research Folders

1993.0151 

Unit 13

1993.0151.0000

.0013

Subject Research 

Folders

1993.0151 

Unit 14

1993.0151.0000

.0014

Alphabetically arranged 

correspondence 

extracted from expanding 

folder

1993.0151 

Unit 15

1993.0151.0000

.0015

Subject Research 

Folders

1993.0151 

Unit 16

1993.0151.0000

.0016

Foundation Papers; 

Lazarfeld - Role Theory; 

Journal Sales File

1993.0151 

Unit 17

1993.0151.0000

.0017

Role Theory lit & extracts
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

1993.0151 

Unit 18

1993.0151.0000

.0018

Cutting Files; Subject 

Files

1993.0151 

Unit 19

1993.0151.0000

.0019

1993.0151 

Unit 20

1993.0151.0000

.0020

1935-1947 Correspondence Folder 

II; Diary General 

1935-38; Social 

Psychologists Corre file 

c1947

SI 

(Oversized) 

Unit 37

1993.0151.0001 Melbourne Test 90 

Marking Keys

End of List
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