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Creator's Student union - University Union

Activity/Occupation

Creator's Historical Note

The Melbourne University Union was established in 1884 on the instigation of John Monash. Its 

objectives were to promote the common interests of students, provide means for practice in writing and 

speaking  and to provide a meeting place for all members of the University, including, to a lesser 

extent, staff and graduates. After years of makeshift accomodation, a Union House was achieved 

chiefly through the efforts of Raymond Priestley, Vice-Chancellor in 1937. By the 1950s the Union was 

no longer meeting the needs of its three user groups. In 1952 staff retreated to their own club, 

University House, and the Graduate Union was constituted as a separate entity and eventually set up 

Graduate House in Leicester Street in 1962. The Union became a centre for student life and activity 

only. By 1965 the Union building had become inadequate and most of the remnants of the old 

Museum building were demolished to allow for expansion. In 1989 the Union merged with the 

Melbourne College of Advanced Education Student Association and the Melbourne University 

Students' Representative Council to become the Melbourne University Student Union Inc.

Collection/Series

Date Range of 1965-1979

72 cm (6 archive boxes)Size/Extent

Access Conditions
Access: Restricted

Minutes, files re clubs and societies, theatre and other activities 1965-1979.

Scope and Content of Collection/Series

Collection Category University, official
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To request access to records on the list below via the University of Melbourne Archives 

Reading Room, quote the Unit/Box reference in full.

Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

1979.0047 

Unit 1

1979.0047.0000

.0001

Clubs and Societies; A - 

Ci

1979.0047 

Unit 2

1979.0047.0000

.0002

Clubs and Societies; Cl - 

F

1979.0047 

Unit 3

1979.0047.0000

.0003

Clubs and Societies; G - 

M

1979.0047 

Unit 4

1979.0047.0000

.0004

Clubs and Societies; M - 

P

1979.0047 

Unit 5

1979.0047.0000

.0005

Clubs and Societies; R

1979.0047 

Unit 6

1979.0047.0000

.0006

Clubs and Societies; S - 

Y (Z)

End of List
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