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Creator's Historical Note

Psychology was a subject in the Philosophy course from 1888, in turn as part of the subject Mental 

Philosophy, Deductive Logic and Elementary Psychology, and Psychology, Logic and Ethics. A 

coursse in Experimental Psychology was also given in the Arts and Education course in 1918-19 by Dr. 

A.B. Fitt, employed at the Training College, where J. McRae also taught General Method and 

Psychology. Fitt failed to have his subject put on a regular University footing. In August 1925 the 

Professorial Board discussed reports by W.R. Gibson and J.A. Gunn on the need for development of 

teaching in Psychology and the establishment of a Department of Social Science respectively, giving 

its support to the establishment of a Chair of Psychology. This proposal was the subject of a report by 

a committee of the Board early in 1926. The development of Psychology was again under discussion 

in 1933-1935, when the Faculty of Medicine was instituting a course in Psychological Medicine. In 

1943 a second Board committee recommended the establishment of a Chair and Department of 

Psychology. O.A.Oeser was appointed Professor in 1945 and arrived in Melbourne in September 1946 

to take up the Chair.

Collection/Series

Date Range of 1945-1979

4.56 metres  (37 archives boxes)Size/Extent

Access Conditions
Access: Restricted

General correspondence files 1947-1979; personal correspondence files 1947-1977; confidential job 

studies 1962-1963; UNESCO correspondence files 1948-1966; child study centre/Applied Psychology 

unit correspondence files 1945-1968; Prahran correspondence files 1949- 1957; miscellaneous 

correspondence files 1942-1976.

Scope and Content of Collection/Series

Collection Category University, official
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

1981.0017 

Unit 1

1981.0017.0000

.0001

Photographs

1981.0017 

Unit 2

1981.0017.0000

.0002

Correspondence; 

ABE-AUS

1981.0017 

Unit 3

1981.0017.0000

.0003

Correspondence; 

AUS-AUS

1981.0017 

Unit 4

1981.0017.0000

.0004

Correspondence; 

ARG-COM

1981.0017 

Unit 5

1981.0017.0000

.0005

Correspondence; 

COM-DEP

1981.0017 

Unit 6

1981.0017.0000

.0006

Correspondence; 

DEP-ENQ

1981.0017 

Unit 7

1981.0017.0000

.0007

Correspondence; 

ENQ-GEO

1981.0017 

Unit 8

1981.0017.0000

.0008

Correspondence; 

GEO-LAW

1981.0017 

Unit 9

1981.0017.0000

.0009

Correspondence; 

LIB-MIN

1981.0017 

Unit 10

1981.0017.0000

.0010

Correspondence; 

MUS-PHY

1981.0017 

Unit 11

1981.0017.0000

.0011

Correspondence; 

POL-PUB

1981.0017 

Unit 12

1981.0017.0000

.0012

Correspondence; 

RES-SOC

1981.0017 

Unit 13

1981.0017.0000

.0013

Correspondence; 

SOC-STA

1981.0017 

Unit 14

1981.0017.0000

.0014

Correspondence; 

STA-UNI

1981.0017 

Unit 15

1981.0017.0000

.0015

Correspondence; 

UNI-MON

1981.0017 

Unit 16

1981.0017.0000

.0016

Correspondence; 

MUR-ZOO

1981.0017 

Unit 17

1981.0017.0000

.0017

Correspondence; 

BAI-KID

1981.0017 

Unit 18

1981.0017.0000

.0018

Correspondence; 

PLAN-WOR

1981.0017 

Unit 19

1981.0017.0000

.0019

PRS; ADE-CHA

1981.0017 

Unit 20

1981.0017.0000

.0020

PRS; CHE-FRO

1981.0017 

Unit 21

1981.0017.0000

.0021

PRS; FUR-HOW

1981.0017 

Unit 22

1981.0017.0000

.0022

PRS; HUM-LIN
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1981.0017 

Unit 23

1981.0017.0000

.0023

PRS; LIT-NEL

1981.0017 

Unit 24

1981.0017.0000

.0024

PRS; NEW-ROB

1981.0017 

Unit 25

1981.0017.0000

.0025

PRS; ROG-SUP

1981.0017 

Unit 26

1981.0017.0000

.0026

PRS; SZA-WEA

1981.0017 

Unit 27

1981.0017.0000

.0027

PRS; WEL-YIK

1981.0017 

Unit 28

1981.0017.0000

.0028

UNESCO; ASI-PAR

1981.0017 

Unit 29

1981.0017.0000

.0029

UNESCO; S.O.C.-S.W.E.

1981.0017 

Unit 30

1981.0017.0000

.0030

Confidential; Job Studies; 

ADA-GRA

1981.0017 

Unit 31

1981.0017.0000

.0031

Confidential; Job Studies; 

GRE-POP

1981.0017 

Unit 32

1981.0017.0000

.0032

Confidential; Job Studies; 

RAL-ZUK

1981.0017 

Unit 33

1981.0017.0000

.0033

C.S.C.

1981.0017 

Unit 34

1981.0017.0000

.0034

A.P.U/C.S.C.

1981.0017 

Unit 35

1981.0017.0000

.0035

A.P.U/C.S.C.

1981.0017 

Unit 36

1981.0017.0000

.0036

Prahran

1981.0017 

Unit 37

1981.0017.0000

.0037

1973-1974 Misc.; on list from RMD 

only 2 'Misc. Boxes'; This 

contains contents of 

RMD's list for Misc.. Box 

2; Staff Meetings 

1973-1974

End of List
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