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Creator Ritchie, Mr Alan
Creator's Graziers
Activity/Occupation

Creator's Historical Note

Alan Blackwood Ritchie was born in 1895, the second son of Robert Blackwood Ritchie (R.B. Ritchie)
and Lillian Ross. After the death of his mother in 1897, his father moved Alan and his elder brother
Robin to Scotland to be raised by their grandmother Janet. Alan served in the Royal and Australian
Navies during World War 1 a conflict in which his brother Robin was killed fighting in.

After the war, Alan studied economics at the University of Cambridge. After working for a shipping
company in London, he returned to Australia in 1924 and eventually took control of the family pastoral
company R.B. Ritchie & Son. Pty. Ltd and its Blackwood property. He gained a reputation as an
innovative grazier who implemented revolutionary farming practices.

Alan Ritchie has also made a major contribution to Australian public policy through his association and
connection to some influential business and public figures. One of which was R.G. Casey later to
become a Federal Government Minister and Australian Governor General. Another was Sir Douglas
Copland the first Dean of the Faculty of Commerce at the University of Melbourne. Through his
association with Copland, he persuaded his father R.B. Ritchie to make a huge endowment to the
University of Melbourne in order to establish the Ritchie Chair of Economic Research. Alan also served
on the selection panel for the election of the Chair. Several leading economists were said to have
visited and stayed with Alan at the Blackwood property over the years. He also wrote a series of
questions which the commission of an enquiry into the Australian tariff would have to deal with and at
one time wrote speeches for Prime Minister Stanley M. Bruce. He also served on the Victorian State
Executive of the C.S.1.R.O.

Alan was recalled to the Royal Navy during World War 2 and served in Liverpool and Birkenhead. He
was however sent back to Australia as it was thought he could contribute more to the war effort by
growing wool and grain.

Alan and his Canadian wife Margaret Witcomb had four children Robin, Judith, Blyth and Linton
between 1937 and 1946. He retired from Blackwood to Melbourne in 1965 and died in 1974.

Creator Ritchie, Mr Daniel
Creator's Medical practitioners - Graziers - Naval officers
Activity/Occupation

Creator's Historical Note

Daniel Ritchie was born Blyth Peeblesshire Scotland in 1816, the fifth child of James Ritchie and Lillias
Linton. He attended Edinburgh University where he graduated as a doctor of Medicine and then joined
the Royal Navy as a Surgeon His tours of duty during this time took him to the West Indies (combating
the slave trade), the Mediterranean, the Baltic Sea (during the Crimean War) and the penal
settlements at Hobart and Fremantle, an experience that lead to him becoming a major critic of the
transportation of prisoners and he wrote several essays criticising the system. Upon the death of his
brother James in 1857, Daniel and his newly married wife Janet Roy sailed to Australia to take over the
management of James' property "Blackwood" in Western Victoria. Daniel expanded "Blackwood" and
became active in the community becoming President of the Mount Rousse Shire and was influential in
the establishment of the first Presbyterian church and State School in the area. Daniel and Janet had 5
children and he died whilst visiting Scotland in 1865.

Date Range of c.1836-1970
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Size/Extent 11 boxes

Access Conditions Access: Open

Scope and Content of Collection/Series

A.B. (Alan) Ritchie correspondence. Family correspondence including letters from Alans father and
from Alans high profile friends such as R.G Casey and Douglas Copeland. Topics include political
events such as the Russian Revolution, China in 1946 and changes of Prime Minister in Australia.
Business and financial records created during the period when Alan Ritchie managed the company :
financial statements, ledgers and cash books. Other notable records include wills, records relating to
Alans service in the British Navy and the Australian Navy and reports from technical and scientific
studies.

Letters and correspondence are arranged in alphabetical order by the name of the person or body
corresponding to or with Alan Ritchie or the subject being corresponded about, for example, A D. Tabs
or markers were used in some files to indicate the next body being corresponded with. Separate files
were created for each person or organisation corresponded with. Financial statements are arranged in
date order.

Items 6/1/7 and 6/1/8 have been listed with 1974.0084

Collection Category Business, organisations

This document dated 31/03/2015
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Reading Room, quote the Unit/Box reference in full.

Unit/Box

Item Number

Title

Date Range

Description

1975.0115
Unit 1

1975.0115.0001

Egbert Barnes.

9 May
1925-27 June
1948

Letters sent to Alan
Ritchie from Egbert
Barnes in Wilshire UK.
Discussions include
political issues, cricket,
general welbeing updates
etc.

1975.0115
Unit 1

1975.0115.0002

Ritchie
Correspondents "C".

23 August
1914-18 June
1946.

Inwards correspondence
to Alan Ritchie from
subjects beginning with
"C" including individuals,
Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research re rye
grass and danthonia,
Douglas Copeland -
Dean of the Faculty of
Commerce Uni Melb
including correspondence
re China.

1975.0115
Unit 1

1975.0115.0003

Ritchie
Correspondents "E -
G-Il

28 September
1915-August 5
1945

Inwards correspondence
to Alan Ritchie from
subjects beginning with
"E - G". Includes
correspondence with Maz
Farrand of Yale University
re colonial government in
the United States.

1975.0115
Unit 1

1975.0115.0004

Ritchie
Correspondents RG
Casey.

10 February
1925-31 May
1946

Personal correspondence
from RG Casey to Alan
Ritchie including
correspondence about
international trade, movie
cameras, personal
movements of RG Casey,
economic development in
India. Several pieces are
addressed to A.B. Ritchie
at the Melbourne Club.

1975.0115
Unit 1

1975.0115.0005

Ritchie
Correspondents "D".

2 July 1915-10
July 1948

Inwards correspondence
to Alan Ritchie from
subjects beginning with
"D". Includes condolence
messages re the death of
Robin Ritchie.
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Unit/Box

Item Number

Title

Date Range

Description

1975.0115
Unit 1

1975.0115.0006

Ritchie
Correspondents
Baillieu - Burton.

c.1916-1947

Inwards correspondence
to Alan Ritchie from
persons with surnames
beginning alphabetically
between Bailleau -
Burton. Includes post
cards, condolence
messages re the death of
Robin Ritchie.

1975.0115
Unit 1

1975.0115.0007

Balfour, Marie.

February 7
1913-1918

Inwards correspondence
to Alan Ritchie from Marie
Balfour.

1975.0115
Unit 1

1975.0115.0008

Balfour, Sydney.

€.1915-1925

Inwards correspondence
to Alan Ritchie from
Sydney Balfour.

1975.0115
Unit 1

1975.0115.0009

Ritchie
Correspondents "A".

28 January
1930-9 May
1940

Inwards correspondence
to Alan Ritchie from
subjects beginning with
"A". Includes
correspondence from
Thomas L. A'Beckett,
Ruth Affleck, GH Adams
& Co. thanking Alan
Ritchie for the supply of a
Booze Book.

1975.0115
Unit 1

1975.0115.0010

Aitken, Walker &
Strachan.

12 January
1950-23 June
1970

Correspondence between
Alan Ritchie and Aitken,
Walker and Strachan
solicitors. Includes copy
of the will of A.B. (Alan)
Ritchie (1961).

1975.0115
Unit 2

1975.0115.0011

Aitken, Walker &
Strachan.

25 February
1937-5
September
1968

Correspondence between
Alan Ritchie and Aitken,
Walker and Strachan
solicitors mostly about
wills of A.B. (Alan)
Ritchie.
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Unit/Box

Item Number

Title

Date Range

Description

1975.0115
Unit 2

1975.0115.0012

Correspondence file
'B&C(1).

€.1925-1955

Correspondence between
Alan Ritchie and subjects
or concerning subjects
beginning with B and C.
Includes E.L & C.
Baillieu, Bank of New
South Wales, Blackwood,
Burns Philp & Co, the
Right Hon. S.M. Bruce
whilst Bruce was High
Commissioner for
Australia to UK
concerning change of
Australian Prime Minister
to R.G. Menzies in 1939,
H.B. Buchanan & C.
Buchanan, H.E. Clapin,
Chevrolet Lease Lend
Lorry, Colin Clark,
Commonwealth Bank,
Commonwealth
Fertilisers & Chems.,
Commonwealth Bureau
of Cencus & Statistics,
Boat.

1975.0115
Unit 3

1975.0115.0013

Mackay & Co. New
York Statements.

€.1930-1942

Account statements for
account held by Alan
Ritchie with Mackay &
Co. New York.
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Unit/Box

Item Number

Title

Date Range

Description

1975.0115
Unit 3

1975.0115.0014

Correspondence file
D (1).

c.1906-1941

Correspondence between
Alan Ritchie and subjects
or concerning subjects
beginning with "D".
Includes Dalgety & Co.
Ltd., Dalgety & Co. re
purchase "Coolabah"
from Miller, Dalgety & Co
re sale 193 acres land to
John Mirtschin, Dalgety &
Co Ltd - Adelaide &
Perth, Department of
Agriculture, Department
of Commerce,
Department of Mines,
Department of Education,
Derbylands Ptd. Ltd.,
Delage Car, Peter
Dawson, Delachaux &
Niestle Neuchatel
Swizerland, R.L. Dennis
Warncort, Lew Davies,
John Danks & Son, Day's
Engineering Works.

1975.0115
Unit 3

1975.0115.0015

Ritchie
Correspondents "H".

1917-1938

Personal correspondence
to Alan Ritchie from
subjects with names
beginning with "H".

1975.0115
Unit 3

1975.0115.0016

Ritchie
Correspondents "J -
L".

20 March
1914-8
December
1951

Personal correspondence
to Alan Ritchie from
subjects with names
beginning with "J - L".

1975.0115
Unit 4

1975.0115.0017

Ritchie

Correspondents "M".

10 July
1937-30
October 1948

Personal correspondence
to Alan Ritchie from
subjects with names
beginning with "M."

1975.0115
Unit 4

1975.0115.0018

Ritchie
Correspondents
Mellis (1).

2 February
1917-14
August 1944

Personal
Correspondence to Alan
Ritchie from members of
the Mellis family
(Scotland).

1975.0115
Unit 4

1975.0115.0019

Ritchie
Correspondents
Mellis (2).

3 September
1929-11
December
1945

Personal
Correspondence to Alan
Ritchie from members of
the Mellis family
(Scotland).

1975.0115
Unit 4

1975.0115.0020

Ritchie
Correspondents "N -
P".

21 January
1916-6
December
1947

Personal
Correspondence between
Alan Ritchie and subjects
or concerning subjects
beginning with "N - P".
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description
1975.0115 1975.0115.0021 A.J. Perkin (1). 2 December Personal
Unit 4 1925-26 Correspondence to Alan
February 1946 Ritchie from A.J. Perkin.
1975.0115 1975.0115.0022 A.J. Perkin (2). 13 December Personal
Unit 4 1929-3 July Correspondence to Alan
1946 Ritchie from A.J. Perkin.
1975.0115 1975.0115.0023 Ritchie 17 January Personal
Unit 4 Correspondents "T - 1917-16 Correspondence between
VAR December Alan Ritchie and subjects
1945 or concerning subjects
beginning with "T - Z".
1975.0115 1975.0115.0024 Non Surname 15 February Personal letters to Alan
Unit 4 Relative - "Nevvy". 1925-22 April Ritchie from relative in
1948 UK signs off as "Nevvy".
1975.0115 1975.0115.0025 Ritchie 14 October Personal letters to Alan
Unit 4 Correspondents 1914-22 April Ritchie from relatives -
Relatives without 1941 surnames are not
surnames. identified. Includes
correspondence from
Cousin Jean, Uncle
Norman, Cousin Nan,
Cousin Ruth.
1975.0115 1975.0115.0026 Ritchie 21 March Personal letters to Alan
Unit 4 Correspondents 1925-9 July Ritchie from
Unidentified. 1945 correspondents whose
names are unidentifiable.
1975.0115 1975.0115.0027 Ritchie 7 March Personal letters to Alan
Unit 4 Correspondents 1925-14 June Ritchie from
friends without 1948 correspondents who have
surnames. only identified their
christian name in the
letters. Includes
correspondence from
Jimmy, Bettie, Clare,
Dibsie, Robin, Bo, Myra?,
Patricia, Joan, Alec,
Buster, Elspeth, Geoff,
John, Meggs, Alison,
Sandra, Molly, Stephanie,
Tristan, David.
1975.0115 1975.0115.0028 Ritchie 16 November Personal letters to Alan
Unit 4 Correspondents "R". 1916-26 Ritchie from
December correspondents with
1937 names beginning with R.
Includes correspondence
from family members.
1975.0115 1975.0115.0029 Ritchie 1 September Personal letters to Alan
Unit 4 Correspondents "S" 1925-8 Ritchie from
December correspondents with
1947 names beginning with S.
Includes correspondence
from family members.
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description
1975.0115 1975.0115.0030 From Grannie Ritchie 4 November Letters sent to Alan
Unit 5 (1). 1914-24 June Ritchie from "Grannie
1915 Ritchie".
1975.0115 1975.0115.0031 From Grannie Ritchie €.1916-1920 Letters sent to Alan
Unit 5 (2). Ritchie from "Grannie
Ritchie".
1975.0115 1975.0115.0032 From Grannie Ross. 31 August Letters sent to Alan
Unit 5 1914-8 August Ritchie from "Grannie
1916 Ross".
1975.0115 1975.0115.0033 From Father Robert 18 February Correspondence to Alan
Unit 5 Ritchie. 1913-August Ritchie from his father.
17 1948 (one piece in 1948 is not
from his father).
1975.0115 1975.0115.0034 Correspondence file: 25 August Personal correspondence
Unit 5 Relatives R. 1915-1 March to Alan Ritchie from
1961 various relatives.
1975.0115 1975.0115.0035 From Brother Robin 11 November Personal correspondence
Unit 5 Ritchie. 1914-20 to Alan Ritchie from his
December brother Robin.
1915
1975.0115 1975.0115.0036 From: Aunt Anna and 6 November Personal correspondence
Unit 5 Aunt Annie Ritchie. 1914-8 to Alan Ritchie.

February 1947
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

1975.0115 1975.0115.0037 W, XY, Z. 17 May Correspondence between

Unit 5 1925-26 Alan Ritchie and the
October 1940 following persons and

bodies. Includes Geo.
White, Yuille & Co.
London, CH Wickens -
Commonwealth
Government Statisition,
John Wilber Ltd.
England, J. Wildridge &
Sinclair Ltd, Reg Williams
Contractor Hamilton
Victoria, RH Willis
London, Alan F. Wilson
Beaconsfield, AJE
Withers, Professor GL
Wood University of
Melbourne, Woodhouse
Pastoral Co. Dunkeld,
Professor H.A. Woodruff
University of Melbourne,
Stapeley Wolham Co EB
Smith Co New York USA,
The Worker, Wormald
Brod Ltd. Port Melbourne,
Professor Waham
University of Melbourne,
Wasstaff's Products P/L
Waite Research P/L, C.C.
Wakefield and Co. AHW
Wall - The Sleeping Car
Wagons Lits and Internat
Express Trains Company,
WW Webster Massey
College N.Z., Wentworth
Club London, Westacott
& Lord, Western District
Amatuer Racing Club,
WA Forrestry
Department, Western
District Health Inspection
Unit, Western District
Research Association,
Westminster Bank
London, Mrs Shaler
Weston N.Z. Whippy
Steggall & Co. London,
Arthur Yates & Co Ltd.,
Mabel Young, Young
Bros, Horsham, Zinc
Corporation Ltd.
Zoological Gardens

10
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Unit/Box

Item Number

Title

Date Range

Description

Royal Park Melbourne.

1975.0115
Unit 6

1975.0115.0038

Beef Cattle
Investigation in the
Southern States of
Australia.

c.1953

M.C. Franklin.
Commissioned at the
seventh meeting of the
Australian Committee on
Animal Production on
16th July 1947 where a
technical sub-committee
on beef cattle production
investigate experimental
work with with beef cattle
in the sourthern states,
with particular reference
to the supplementary
feeding of fattening cattle
on pasture.
Sub-committee contained
representatives of the
Australian Meat Board,
The QId and NSW
Departments of
Agriculture and the
C.S.I.R.O.

1975.0115
Unit 6

1975.0115.0039

Draft Specification of
Labour and Material's
for Station Worker's
Cottage at Blackwood
& Penshurst Victoria.

Undated

Completed by Office of
Leighton Irwin Architects,
422 Collins Street,
Melbourne, C.I.

1975.0115
Unit 6

1975.0115.0040

Topping-off Beef
Cattle under
Australian conditions.

c.1955

Report by M.C. Franklin.

1




1975.0115: ALAN RITCHIE CORRESPONDENCE AND
BUSINESS RECORDS

The University of Melbourne Archives

Unit/Box

Item Number

Title

Date Range

Description

1975.0115
Unit 6

1975.0115.0041

T-V.

31 March
1926-11 April
1940

Correspondence between
Alan Ritchie and the
following persons and
bodies. Includes Takupa
Valley Tin Dredging, Geo
Tanquery & Co. London,
Alfred Tatlock & Sons,
Tattersalls - London,
Tautz & Co. London,
Taxpayers Association of
Victoria, Noel Thomson,
J. Thomson & Co.
Hamilton, TIN, S.
Topham, A.R. Townsend
Canberra, Trinity College
Melbourne, C.W.H. Tripp
- NZ, James Troy,
Tinslove & Hanson,
Tulloch & Co., Tutor
Trinity Hall, Cambridge,
Union Oil of California,
Union S.S. Co. Agents for
Canadian - Pacific R.M.
Line, United Distributors
Ltd. (in liquidation),
United Pro-visions Ltd,
US Department of
Agriculture Washington
DC, United University
Club London., University
of Melbourne, Vaccuum
Qil Co. Pty Ltd,
Melbourne, Major P. Van
der Byl M.C. M.P., H. Van
Sinderen - New York City,
Geoff A. Vassey, C.S.
Vaughan, Daniel
Vaughan, Vaughan &
Lodge, Victorian
Producers' Co-op. Co.
Ltd., Victoria Racing
Club, Vic. Railways,
Victoria Nyanza Sugar
Company, Melbourne.

1975.0115
Unit 6

1975.0115.0042

General
Correspondence,
Letters & Accounts to
Alan Ritchie.

€.1924-1928

12
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Unit/Box

Item Number

Title

Date Range

Description

1975.0115
Unit 7

1975.0115.0043

H,l,J,K &L.

3 January
1923-27
December
1949

Correspondence between
Alan Ritchie and the
following persons and
bodies. Includes Geo. G.
Henderson Pty. Ltd.,
Harris & Horne, E.D.
Horshall, House & Office
Combined - Melbourne,
Housing Scheme
Blackwood, Professor
Higgins (Professor
Benjamin Higgins -
Ritchie Professor of
Economics University of
Melbourne), Income Tax
Correspondence,
International Harvester
Co., Flight Lieutenant
Julian, J.M. Keynes "A
Treatise on Money", John
P. Kellogg, Laurance
G.M. & Son, Laidlaw &
Co., Laing &
Cruickshank, Liberal
Party, Leahy Family New
Guinea.

1975.0115
Unit 7

1975.0115.0044

Letters to Alan
Ritchie.

€.1923-1928

Subjects and
correspondents include
receipt of parcels,
purchase of Clyno car,
Commonwealth Treasury
Bonds, Virgil K. Kellogg,
Melbourne Amatuer
Regatta Association re:
awarding of life
membership, letters from
Alan's father Robert
Ritchie.

1975.0115
Unit 7

1975.0115.0045

Letters to Alan
Ritchie.

€.1921-1928

Subjects and
correspondents include
wool trade in the UK,
Bentley motors and legal
and other
correspondence re:
income tax assessments
in the UK.

13




1975.0115: ALAN RITCHIE CORRESPONDENCE AND
BUSINESS RECORDS

The University of Melbourne Archives

Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description
1975.0115 1975.0115.0046 Letters to Alan €.1923-1927 Subjects and
Unit 8 Ritchie. correspondents include
car, letters from Alan's
father Robert Ritchie and
a detailed letter providing
observations and
opinions on Russia
following political
changes.
1975.0115 1975.0115.0047 A. 3 August Correspondence between
Unit 8 1933-28 Alan Ritchie and the
November following persons and
1949 bodies. Includes T.L.
A'Beckett, Artificial Drying
of Hay, Atrtificial Wool,
Australian Estates Co.
Ltd. (G.S. Colman),
Australian Wheat Board,
Australian Cement Ltd.,
Aitken, Walker &
Strachan (Solicitors).
1975.0115 1975.0115.0048 Framed Portrait Undated
Unit 9 Unknown
1975.0115 1975.0115.0049 Unsorted Undated
Unit 9 photographs.
1975.0115 1975.0115.0050 Unsorted Undated
Unit 9 photographs.
1975.0115 1975.0115.0051 Old Letters of Daniel c.1836-1858 Daniel Ritchies
Unit 9 Ritchie. correspondence dating
from when he was a
surgeon with the Royal
Navy, before he
emigrated from Scotland
to Australia
1975.0115 1975.0115.0052 Receipts for 23 March
Unit 9 purchases during 1st 1916-1
world war. January 1917
1975.0115 1975.0115.0053 Miscellaneous c.1915 - 1929 Includes cruise ship list of
Unit9 College & Travel passengers and
Souveniers. brochures, program for
University boat race
centenary dinner.
1975.0115 1975.0115.0054 Lt. Cmdr. A.B. Ritchie 15 March Figues of Harbour time /
Unit 9 Harbour Time; Sea 1941 Sea time supplied to me

Time.

by R.H. Thornton of Alfies
Hotel and Co. India
Buildings Liverpool (Bank
300). - Figues relate to
1939.

14
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

1975.0115 1975.0115.0055 Official Naval Orders 15 January Includes Letters of

Unit 9 & Correspondence 1913-20 Appointment for Alan
1st World War. March 1920 Ritchie to various

positions on His Majesty's
ships Natal, Vivid and in
the Permanent Naval
Forces (Australia) and
HMAS Melbourne, letter
of Appointment showing
transfer from the Royal
Navy to the Royal
Australian Navy,
correspondence from the
Imperial War Graves
Commission stating that
they are yet to locate the
grave of R.B. Ritchie.

1975.0115 1975.0115.0056 Schedule of Income
Unit 10 and Investments
Collected in Great
Britain During the
Year Ended 30 June

30 June 1945

1945.
1975.0115 1975.0115.0057 Alan B. Ritchie Esq. 30 June Prepared by Smith and
Unit 10 Balance Sheet with 1948-30 June Williamson Chartered

Relative Account and
Schedules for the
year ending on that
Date.

1970

Accountants London.
Includes balance sheets
for funds managed in
Great Britain. One report
for each year. 1955
report includes a
Statement of
Transactions from 30th
June 1954 to 19th May
1955 in New York. The
title of the 1970 report is
"Accounts".

1975.0115 1975.0115.0058 A.B. Ritchie Esq.
Unit 10 Balance Sheet and
Accounts for the
years ended on the
dates 30 June 1954 -
30 June 1955.

30 June
1954-30 June
1955

Prepared by Harris &
Horne Chartered
Accountants (Australia).
Contains Schedule of
Australian Investments
for the Year. One report
for each year.

15
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description
1975.0115 1975.0115.0059 A.B. Ritchie Esq. 30 June Prepared by Harris &
Unit 10 Balance Sheet and 1957-30 June Horne Chartered
Accounts for the year 1970 Accountants (Australia)
ended. (1957 - 1964), Harris &
Horne Yarwood, Vane &
Co WH Tuckett & Sons
(1965 -1967) & Yarwood
Vane & Co (1968 - 1970)
. Contains Schedule of
Australian Investments
for the Year. One report
for each year. The title of
1970 report is "Financial
Statements".
1975.0115 1975.0115.0060 Lloyds Bank Limited 31 December
Unit 10 Statement by the 1952
Chairman, The Right
Hon. Lord Balfour of
Burleigh, D.C.L., D.L.,
Accompanying the
Report of the
Directors and Balance
Sheet for the Year
Ended 31st
December 1952.
1975.0115 1975.0115.0061 R.B. Ritchie & Son 30 June
Unit 11 Pty. Ltd. Journal. 1947-30 June
1959
1975.0115 1975.0115.0062 R.B. Ritchie & Son 30 April
Unit 11 Pty. Ltd. Journal. 1936-1 July
1946
1975.0115 1975.0115.0063 R.B. Ritchie & Son 1 July 1939-30
Unit 11 Pty. Ltd. Cashbook June 1945

Private.

End of List
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