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Creator Penington, Professor David Geoffrey 

Creator's 
Activity/Occupation Vice-chancellors 

Biography: 
A medical graduate of the Universities of Melbourne and Oxford, D.G. Penington was Professor of Medicine at 
this University 1970-1987, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine 1978-1985, and Vice-Chancellor from 1988 until 1995.  
Among his extra-mural activities were the Chairmanship of the Committee of Inquiry into the Rights of Private 
Practice in Public Hospitals, 1984, and of the AIDS Task Force 1984-1987.  He played a leading part in the 
controversy surrounding the Victorian Certification of Education and in the defence of the autonomy of 
universities.  In 1999 he was appointed chair of the Victorian State Government Drugs Taskforce. 

 

Reference Number  1996.0007 

Collection/Series Title PENINGTON, DAVID GEOFFREY, PROFESSOR 

Date Range of 
Collection/Series 

1981-1995 

Size/Extent 12 boxes (1.44m) 

Access Conditions Access: Restricted 

Scope and Content of Series 

Records of Professor Penington's involvement with the AIDS Task Force, 1984-1987; Addresses by Penington, 2 
July 1985-1995 (all duplicate addresses held in 2014.0007); 1984 Enquiry on Medical Fees for Medical Benefits 
Purposes; Committee of Inquiry into Rights of Private Practice in Public Hospitals 1983-1984; Files on legal cases 
of individuals infected with AIDS in the course of receiving blood transfusions, 1989-1990 (backgound papers 
1981-); Christmas cards received 1989-1993; Invitations, 1990-1993 

Archival History 

The box list to 1996.0007 was converted and item listed by the Miegunyah Project in July 2022. Access to some 
items is restricted. Two additional boxes belonging to this acquisition were incorporated. 

This list created 19 July 2022 
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To request access to records in the table below via the University of Melbourne Archives Reading 
Room, quote the Unit/Box reference in full. 
 

Unit/Box Item number Title Date range Description 

1996.0007 
Unit 1 

1996.0007.00001 Commonwealth 
Department of 
Health 
(Canberra) 

1985-1987 Interdepartmental Committee on AIDS 
Minutes; Papers and correspondence 

1996.0007 
Unit 1 

1996.0007.00002 Australian 
Health Ministers' 
Conference 

1987 Regarding Interdepartmental 
Committee on AIDS 

1996.0007 
Unit 1 

1996.0007.00003 Australian 
Medical 
Association 
(AMA) 

1986 Correspondence regarding AIDS Task 
Force 

1996.0007 
Unit 1 

1996.0007.00004 Gay Army 1984-1986 Transcript, papers, correspondence 
regarding AIDS 

1996.0007 
Unit 1 

1996.0007.00005 International - 
United Kingdom 

1985-1987 Correspondence and papers regarding 
AIDS 

1996.0007 
Unit 1 

1996.0007.00006 International - 
United States 

1986-1987 Papers regarding AIDS 

1996.0007 
Unit 1 

1996.0007.00007 Victorian AIDS 
Council 

1985-1987 Newsletters, papers and 
correspondence 

1996.0007 
Unit 1 

1996.0007.00008 [Victorian AIDS 
Committee 
Minutes] 

22 April 
1986 

Handwritten note re item 2.2 attached 

1996.0007 
Unit 1 

1996.0007.00009 [AIDS Task 
Force 1987] 

1987 Minutes, correspondence and papers 
regarding research and clinical trials 

1996.0007 
Unit 1 

1996.0007.00010 AIDS: 
Commonwealth 
Department of 
Health 

1987 Correspondence 

1996.0007 
Unit 1 

1996.0007.00011 AIDS: 
Correspondence 
with Ministers 

1985-1987 Includes notes of meeting between 
Minister and Chairpersons of NACAIDS 
and the AIDS Task Force 12/11/1985 

1996.0007 
Unit 1 

1996.0007.00012 AIDS: AHMAC 
(Australian 
Health Ministers' 
Advisory 
Council) 

27 January 
1987 

Letter to AHMAC from AIDS Task Force 

1996.0007 
Unit 1 

1996.0007.00013 AIDS: NACAIDS 
(National 
Advisory 
Committee on 
AIDS) 

1987 Correspondence between David 
Penington and Ita Buttrose re NACAIDS 
draft brochures 

1996.0007 
Unit 2 

1996.0007.00015 HTLV-111 
Antibody 
Screening Tests 

1984-1987  

1996.0007 
Unit 2 

1996.0007.00016 Documents on 
AIDS prepared 
by Dean [David 
Penington] 

1984-1985 Carbon copies and photocopies of 
speeches, articles and papers written 
by David Penington on AIDS, some 
annotated 
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To request access to records in the table below via the University of Melbourne Archives Reading 
Room, quote the Unit/Box reference in full. 
 

Unit/Box Item number Title Date range Description 

1996.0007 
Unit 2 

1996.0007.00017 [AIDS and 
Aboriginal 
Communities] 

1984-1985 Correspondence re AIDS and 
Aboriginal Communities 

1996.0007 
Unit 2 

1996.0007.00018 Press Releases 
[AIDS Task 
Force] 

1984-1987 Media releases issued by the AIDS 
Task Force 

1996.0007 
Unit 2 

1996.0007.00019 Bulletins [AIDS 
Task Force] 

1984-1987 AIDS Task Force Bulletin 1/84 to 3/87; 
drafts; associated correspondence 

1996.0007 
Unit 2 

1996.0007.00020 AIDS Bulletins - 
Correspondence 

1985-1986 Correspondence regarding AIDS Task 
Force Bulletin preparation, drafts, 
distribution and feedback 

1996.0007 
Unit 2 

1996.0007.00021 Publicity and 
Pamphlets 

1984-
c.1986 

Brochures, leaflets, posters and 
information prepared by the AIDS Task 
Force; Commonwealth Department of 
Health; AIDS Advisory Council and 
other organisations; associated 
correspondence 

1996.0007 
Unit 3 

1996.0007.00022 Visits to/from 
overseas 

1986 Correspondence and itineraries; Report 
by Penington on International 
Conference on AIDS Paris 23-25 June 
1986 

1996.0007 
Unit 3 

1996.0007.00023 Australian AIDS 
Foundation 

1986-1987 Minutes and correspondence 

1996.0007 
Unit 3 

1996.0007.00024 Legal and Social 
Committee 
(NACAIDS Sub-
Committee) - 
Membership 
and Terms of 
Reference 

1986-1987  

1996.0007 
Unit 3 

1996.0007.00025 Legal and Social 
Committee - 
Minutes of 
Meetings 

Undated File is empty 

1996.0007 
Unit 3 

1996.0007.00026 Legal and Social 
Committee - 
Correspondence 

1986  

1996.0007 
Unit 3 

1996.0007.00027 NACAIDS 
(National 
Advisory 
Committee on 
AIDS) - 
Correspondence 

1985-1986  

1996.0007 
Unit 3 

1996.0007.00028 [Antiviral Agents 
for AIDS 
Treatment] 

1984-1987 Minutes, correspondence and papers 
regarding research and clinical trials 

1996.0007 
Unit 3 

1996.0007.00029 Invitations 1985-1987  
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To request access to records in the table below via the University of Melbourne Archives Reading 
Room, quote the Unit/Box reference in full. 
 

Unit/Box Item number Title Date range Description 

1996.0007 
Unit 3 

1996.0007.00030 General 
Correspondence 
(e.g. enquiries 
from public) 

1987 includes correspondence from 
members of the public and general 
medical profession. 

1996.0007 
Unit 4 

1996.0007.00031 Addresses by 
David Penington 
1985-1989 

2 July 
1985-8 
November 
1989 

Typescript copies of speeches given by 
David Penington and photocopies of 
published articles written by Penington. 
These are duplicates of transcripts of 
addresses and articles held in 
2014.0007. Folder includes hard copy 
index, the contents of which are item 
listed in 2014.0007 

1996.0007 
Unit 4 

1996.0007.00032 Addresses by 
David Penington 
1990-1991 

16 January 
1990-13 
November 
1991 

Typescript copies of speeches given by 
David Penington and photocopies of 
published articles written by Penington. 
These are duplicates of transcripts of 
addresses and articles held in 
2014.0007 

1996.0007 
Unit 4 

1996.0007.00033 Addresses by 
David Penington 
1992 

12 January 
1992-
December 
1992 

Typescript copies of speeches given by 
David Penington and photocopies of 
published articles written by Penington. 
These are duplicates of transcripts of 
addresses and articles held in 
2014.0007 

1996.0007 
Unit 5 

1996.0007.00034 Addresses by 
David Penington 
1993 

January-9 
December 
1993 

Typescript copies of speeches given by 
David Penington and photocopies of 
published articles written by Penington. 
These are duplicates of transcripts of 
addresses and articles held in 
2014.0007 

1996.0007 
Unit 5 

1996.0007.00035 Addresses by 
David Penington 
1994 

2 January-
15 
December 
1994 

Typescript copies of speeches given by 
David Penington and photocopies of 
published articles written by Penington; 
Submission from the University of 
Melbourne to Committee for Quality 
Assurance in Higher Education. All are 
duplicates of transcripts of addresses 
and articles held in 2014.0007 

1996.0007 
Unit 5 

1996.0007.00036 Addresses by 
David Penington 
1995 

1995 Typescript copies of speeches given by 
David Penington and photocopies of 
published articles written by Penington. 
These are duplicates of transcripts of 
addresses and articles held in 
2014.0007 

1996.0007 
Unit 6 

1996.0007.00037 Australian 
Health Ministers' 
Conference 
1983 
Proceedings 

1983  
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To request access to records in the table below via the University of Melbourne Archives Reading 
Room, quote the Unit/Box reference in full. 
 

Unit/Box Item number Title Date range Description 

1996.0007 
Unit 6 

1996.0007.00038 1984 Medical 
Fees Enquiry: 
Terms of 
Reference 

1984  

1996.0007 
Unit 6 

1996.0007.00039 Commonwealth 
Government 
Submissions to 
the 1984 
Enquiry on 
Medical Fees for 
Medical Benefits 
Purposes 

1984 First, Second Third Submissions 

1996.0007 
Unit 6 

1996.0007.00040 Submissions to 
the 1984 
Enquiry on 
Medical Fees for 
Medical Benefits 
Purposes 

1984 Department of Health. NSW; Australian 
Association of Surgeons; Australian 
Hospitals Association; Uniform Right of 
Private Practice for Salaried Specialists 

1996.0007 
Unit 6 

1996.0007.00041 Fees for Medical 
Benefit 
Purposes 1984: 
Interim Report 
to the Minister 
for Health 

1984  

1996.0007 
Unit 6 

1996.0007.00042 Committee of 
Enquiry into 
Rights of Private 
Practice in 
Public Hospitals: 
Background 
papers on the 
dispute 

1983-1984 Rights of Private Practice Minutes of 
Meeting with AMA 9/2/1984; Copies of 
correspondence and papers (2 sets): 
Parts 1-2: Copies taken from 83/6162, 
(83/9148), 83/19581, 84/1924 

1996.0007 
Unit 6 

1996.0007.00043 D. of H. 
[Department of 
Health] 
Background File 
[NSW Hospitals 
Dispute] 

1984-1985 Includes Joint Statement by Presidents 
Royal Australasian College of Surgeons 
Royal Australasian College of 
Physicians Royal Australian College of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology 14 
February 1984 

1996.0007 
Unit 6 

1996.0007.00044 [Background 
papers, 
Committee of 
Enquiry] 

c.1983-
1984 

Includes Developments in Health 
Insurance 1945-1975 

1996.0007 
Unit 7 

1996.0007.00045 Relative 
Incomes Study 
[Committee of 
Enquiry] 

1984  

1996.0007 
Unit 7 

1996.0007.00046 Draft material 
from Hungerford 
Hancock & 

1984  
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To request access to records in the table below via the University of Melbourne Archives Reading 
Room, quote the Unit/Box reference in full. 
 

Unit/Box Item number Title Date range Description 

Offnet 
(Accountants) 
[Committee of 
Enquiry] 

1996.0007 
Unit 7 

1996.0007.00047 Drafting material 
[Committee of 
Enquiry] 

1983-1984  

1996.0007 
Unit 7 

1996.0007.00048 Draft chapters 
[Committee of 
Enquiry] 

1984 Includes Workplan for final report 

1996.0007 
Unit 7 

1996.0007.00049 Committee of 
Enquiry into 
Rights of Private 
Practice in 
Public Hospitals 
Progress Report 

June 1984 2 versions 

1996.0007 
Unit 7 

1996.0007.00050 Committee of 
Enquiry into 
Rights of Private 
Practice in 
Public Hospitals 
Final Report 

September
-October 
1984 

Canberra: AGPS, 1984. Final Report 
September 1984, 212pp; AA1-A135. 
Summary of Key Findings October 
1984, 30pp. Media releases interleaved 

1996.0007 
Unit 7 

1996.0007.00051 [Australian 
Medical 
Association 
(AMA) Papers] 

1985 Includes Dr Paul Elwood commentary 

1996.0007 
Unit 8 

1996.0007.00052 Statement of 
Professor 
Penington 

1989 Prepared by Tress Cocks & Maddox re 
Hatch v Australian Red Cross Society 
NSW Division & Ors and associated 
papers 

1996.0007 
Unit 8 

1996.0007.00053 Chronology 
1981-84 (Incl.) 
Prof. DG 
Penington 

1981-1990 Chronology compiled by Penington 
dated 28/9/1990. Folder includes some 
of the literature and documents cited 

1996.0007 
Unit 8 

1996.0007.00054 Affidavits 
Raymond Ellis 
and others 1990 

1990 Australian Red Cross Society ats. 
Raymond Albert Ellis [re HIV infection 
after blood transfusion] 

1996.0007 
Unit 8 

1996.0007.00055 Contents of 
Tress Cocks & 
Maddox folder 

1990 Third Defendant's Documents for 
Tender Sections 1 to 6. Tabbed folder 
compiled c.1990 containing numbered 
documents; Index by number is at  front 
of folder: Section 1: Penington 
Correspondence. 2. Journal Articles. 3. 
BTS (Blood Transfusion Service) 
Executive Sub-Committee Minutes. 4. 
Haemophilia Therapy Review 
Committee Minutes. 5. BTS Sub-
Committee. 6.1 Press clipping, 1983; 
[to] 6.60 Letter to Red Cross 1983 
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To request access to records in the table below via the University of Melbourne Archives Reading 
Room, quote the Unit/Box reference in full. 
 

Unit/Box Item number Title Date range Description 

1996.0007 
Unit 8 

1996.0007.00056 [Correspondenc
e and Papers re 
cases folder 2] 

1989-1990 Bundle with interleaved label #2 

1996.0007 
Unit 8 

1996.0007.00057 [Correspondenc
e and Papers re 
cases folder 3] 

1989 Bundle with interleaved label #3 

1996.0007 
Unit 9 

1996.0007.00058 Australian Red 
Cross Society 
ats. Raymond 
Albert Ellis 

1984-1985 Index and Chronology to Royal Prince 
Alfred Hospital Records [re case HIV 
infection after blood transfusion] 

1996.0007 
Unit 9 

1996.0007.00059 H v The Royal 
Alexandra 
Hospital & Ors. 

11-18 
October 
1989 

Transcript of Evidence by Peter 
Kendall. Pages 139-447 

1996.0007 
Unit 9 

1996.0007.00060 Hatch v 
Commonwealth 
of Australia 

1989 Correspondence and papers [re case 
HIV infection after blood transfusion] 

1996.0007 
Unit 9 

1996.0007.00061 Commonwealth 
Serum 
Laboratories 
(CSL) & Ors ats 
Hatch 

1989-1990 Correspondence [re HIV infection after 
blood transfusion] 

1996.0007 
Unit 9 

1996.0007.00062 Australian Red 
Cross Society & 
Ors. ATS. "P.Q." 

8-9 
October 
1990 

Transcript of Evidence given by Prof. 
DG Penington. Pages 5006-5330 

1996.0007 
Unit 9 

1996.0007.00063 Australian Red 
Cross Society & 
Ors. ATS. "P.Q." 

8-10 
October 
1990 

Summary of Transcript of Evidence 
given by Prof. DG Penington. Summary 
of pages 5006-5675 

1996.0007 
Unit 9 

1996.0007.00064 AIDS: etiology, 
diagnosis, 
treatment and 
prevention by 
Vincent T 
Devita, Jr., 
Samuel 
Hellman, Steven 
A Rosenberg 

1985 Philadelphia: JB Lippincott, 1985. 352p 

1996.0007 
Unit 10 

1996.0007.00065 Christmas 
Cards Received 
1989, with lists 
by name 

December 
1989-
January 
1990 

Alphabetical index by Name and 
Organisation of cards received is at 
front of file. Also list of Xmas cards sent 
1989 by name under category: 
University; Ex-University; Chancellors; 
Affiliated Colleges and Institutes; 
Ministers; DEET; AVCC; Australian 
Physiotherapy Association; Hospitals; 
General; Major donors 

1996.0007 
Unit 10 

1996.0007.00066 Christmas 
Cards Received 

December 
1991-

Alphabetical index by Name and 
including Organisation and Position is at 
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To request access to records in the table below via the University of Melbourne Archives Reading 
Room, quote the Unit/Box reference in full. 
 

Unit/Box Item number Title Date range Description 

1991, with list by 
name 

January 
1992 

front of file. Unclear if list is of cards 
received or cards sent. 

1996.0007 
Unit 11 

1996.0007.00067 Christmas 
Cards Received 
1992 

December 
1992-
January 
1993 

[No list in unit] 

1996.0007 
Unit 12 

1996.0007.00068 Christmas 
Cards Received 
1993 

December 
1993 

File 1 of 2 

1996.0007 
Unit 12 

1996.0007.00069 Christmas 
Cards Received 
1993 to January 
1994, with list by 
name 

December 
1993-
January 
1994 

File 2 of 2. Christmas Cards Received 
1993 as at 14 January, 1994. 
Alphabetical index by Name and 
including Organisation is at front of file 

1996.0007 
Unit 12 

1996.0007.00070 Invitations 1990-
1993 

23 
November 
1990-18 
June 1993 

 

 

 

 

End of list

 


