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Creator's Historical Note

(John) Malcolm Fraser was born on 21 May 1930 in Melbourne. The Fraser family lived in NSW before 

moving to 'Nareen', a sheep station in western Victoria, in 1943. Malcolm Fraser attended Tudor House 

School in NSW (1940-1943) and Melbourne Grammar (1944-1948). In 1949 he was admitted to the 

University of Oxford to study 'Modern Greats' (politics, philosophy and economics). Malcolm Fraser 

was elected Liberal member for Wannon in Western Victoria in 1955. He gained his first Cabinet post 

as Minister for the Army in 1966 and later became Minister for Education and Science (1968-1969 and 

1971-1972) and Minister for Defence (1969-1971). He became leader of the Liberal Party in March 

1975, and in November was appointed caretaker Prime Minister following the dismissal of the Whitlam 

government. He served as Prime Minister until 1983. Following his political career, Malcolm Fraser has 

maintained a role in world affairs, as Co-Chair of the Commonwealth Eminent Persons Group on 

South Africa (1985-1986) and Chair of the UN Secretary-General's Expert Group on African 

Commodity Issues (1989-1990). In 1987 he founded CARE Australia, the country's largest 

non-political, non-religious overseas aid organisation. In 1997 he led a Commonwealth Observer 

Mission to Pakistan to monitor the national elections. Malcolm Fraser remained actively interested in 

issues such as human rights and the rule of law until his death on 20 March 2015.

Collection/Series

Date Range of 1984-1987

3 Units (0.45m)Size/Extent

Access Conditions
Access: Part restricted

Permisison needed from Fraser Family and University Archivist to see 

Restricted files

Background material relating to the Commonwealth Observer Group's association with elections in 

Pakistan (Oct 1993), Tanzania (Oct 1995), Bangladesh (June 1996) and Ghana (December 1996) 

together with records of the Commonwealth Observer Group during the Pakistan elections held in early 

1997. Formerly National Archives of Australia series M4110.

Items Restricted: 2005.0088.00001; 2005.0088.00002; 2005.0088.00003; 2005.0088.00004; 

2005.0088.00007; 2005.0088.00008; 2005.0088.00011; 2005.0088.00012; 2005.0088.00014; 

2005.0088.00018; 2005.0088.00019; 2005.0088.00031.

Scope and Content of Collection/Series

Collection Category Community and Political, individuals
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To request access to records on the list below via the University of Melbourne Archives 

Reading Room, quote the Unit/Box reference in full.

Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

2005.0088 

Unit 1

2005.0088.0000

1

[Personal 

Correspondence from 

Commonwealth 

Observer Group Staff]

April 1997 Previous control number 

1

2005.0088 

Unit 1

2005.0088.0000

2

Letters from Fraser to 

Members of the 

Commonwealth 

Observer Group 

Expressing Thanks.

February 1997 Previous control number 

2

2005.0088 

Unit 1

2005.0088.0000

3

Correspondence with 

Syed Rehan Wasi - 

Interpreter.

February 

1997–March 

1997

Previous control number 

3

2005.0088 

Unit 1

2005.0088.0000

4

Commonwealth 

Observer Group - 

Reports and 

Statements

February 

1997–March 

1997

Removed from Australian 

High Commission, 

Islamabad vinyl folder. 

Previous control 

number 4

2005.0088 

Unit 1

2005.0088.0000

5

Pakistan People’s 

Party Manifesto

1997 Previous control number 

5

2005.0088 

Unit 1

2005.0088.0000

6

Pakistan 

TEHREEK-E-INSAF - 

Manifesto

1997 Previous control number 

6

2005.0088 

Unit 1

2005.0088.0000

7

[Commonwealth 

Observer Group - 

Pakistan Elections - 

Notes and Papers.]

January 

1997–July 

1997

Previous control number 

7

2005.0088 

Unit 1

2005.0088.0000

8

[Commonwealth 

Observer Group - 

Pakistan Elections - 

Observer’s Notes.]

1997 Previous control number 

8

2005.0088 

Unit 1

2005.0088.0000

9

Human Rights 

Commission of 

Pakistan - 

Publications and 

Election Rules

1996–1997 Previous control number 

9

2005.0088 

Unit 1

2005.0088.0001

0

Candidates Lists 

(annotated) – 

Islamabad and 

Rawalpindi Divisions

1997 Previous control number 

10

2005.0088 

Unit 1

2005.0088.0001

1

[Commonwealth 

Observer Group - 

Pakistan - Observer’s 

Brief and Draft 

Report.]

1996–1997 Previous control number 

11

2005.0088 

Unit 1

2005.0088.0001

2

[Commonwealth 

Observer Group - 

Pakistan - Draft 

Reports.]

1997 Commonwealth Observer 

Group - Pakistan - Draft 

Reports. Previous control 

number 12

2
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

2005.0088 

Unit 1

2005.0088.0001

3

[Commonwealth 

Observer Group - 

Pakistan - Country 

Profiles and Reports 

by "The Economist" 

Intelligence Unit.]

1995-1996 Previous control number 

13

2005.0088 

Unit 1

2005.0088.0001

4

[Commonwealth 

Observer Group - 

Pakistan - 

Constituency Daily 

Report Sheets.]

1997 Previous control number 

14

2005.0088 

Unit 1

2005.0088.0001

5

Report of the 

Commonwealth 

Observer Group: ‘The 

National Assembly 

Election in Pakistan’ – 

6th October 1993

1993 Previous control number 

15

2005.0088 

Unit 1

2005.0088.0001

6

Report of the National 

Democratic Institute 

for International 

Affairs: ‘The 1993 

Elections in Pakistan’

1993 Previous control number 

16

2005.0088 

Unit 2

2005.0088.0001

7

Electoral Commission 

of Pakistan - General 

Elections 1997 - 

Official Election 

Publications

1997 Previous control number 

17

2005.0088 

Unit 2

2005.0088.0001

8

Commonwealth 

Observer Group - 

Pakistan - Terms of 

Reference

1997 Previous control number 

18

2005.0088 

Unit 2

2005.0088.0001

9

Commonwealth 

Observer Group – 

Pakistan

1997 Background Briefing 

Papers. Previous control 

number 19

2005.0088 

Unit 2

2005.0088.0002

0

[Human Rights 

Commission of 

Pakistan - 

Publications.]

1995-1997 Previous control number 

20

2005.0088 

Unit 2

2005.0088.0002

1

The Constitution of 

the Islamic Republic 

of Pakistan - Revised 

Edition

1994 Previous control number 

21

2005.0088 

Unit 3

2005.0088.0002

2

Covering Letter from 

the Acting Electoral 

Commissioner

3 January 

1997

Previous control number 

1

2005.0088 

Unit 3

2005.0088.0002

3

The International 

Human Rights Law 

Group: ‘Guidelines for 

International Election 

Observing’

1984 Previous control number 

1a

3
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

2005.0088 

Unit 3

2005.0088.0002

4

United Nations - 

Mandate of the United 

National Observer 

Mission in South 

Africa in Relation to 

Election Observation

Undated Previous control number 

1b

2005.0088 

Unit 3

2005.0088.0002

5

Commonwealth 

Secretariat - 

‘Dimensions of Free 

and Fair Elections: 

Frameworks, Integrity, 

Transparency, 

Attributes, Monitoring’ 

by Carl Dundas

February 1994 Previous control number 

1c

2005.0088 

Unit 3

2005.0088.0002

6

Dartmouth: 

‘Strengthening 

Democracy: A 

Parliamentary 

Perspective’ by Ron 

Gould, Christine 

Jackson, Loren Wells

Undated Previous control number 

1d

2005.0088 

Unit 3

2005.0088.0002

7

International Institute 

for Democracy and 

Electoral Assistance: 

‘Lessons Learnt: 

International Election 

Observation’

1995 Previous control number 

1e

2005.0088 

Unit 3

2005.0088.0002

8

Report of the 

Commonwealth 

Observer Group - 

‘The Union 

Presidential and 

Parliamentary 

Elections in Tanzania’

29 October 

1995

Previous control number 

1f

2005.0088 

Unit 3

2005.0088.0002

9

Pakistan Muslim 

League Manifesto, 

1997: Self Reliance, 

Merit, Economic 

Revival

1997 Previous control number 

1g

2005.0088 

Unit 3

2005.0088.0003

0

Report of the 

Commonwealth 

Observer Group: ‘The 

Presidential and 

Parliamentary 

Elections in Ghana’ 

(Draft)

7 December 

1996

Previous control number 

1h

2005.0088 

Unit 3

2005.0088.0003

1

DFAT (Department of 

Foreign Affairs and 

Trade: Pakistan: 

Election of the 

President (method 

for)

1997 Previous control number 

1i

4
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Unit/Box Item Number Title Date Range Description

2005.0088 

Unit 3

2005.0088.0003

2

[Covering Letter from 

Commonwealth 

Secretariat 

accompanying Copies 

of Commonwealth 

Observer Group 

Reports.]

6 January 

1997

Previous control number 

2

2005.0088 

Unit 3

2005.0088.0003

3

Commonwealth 

Secretariat - ‘Electoral 

Observation: The 

Commonwealth 

Experience’

July 1996 Previous control number 

2a

2005.0088 

Unit 3

2005.0088.0003

4

Commonwealth 

Observer Group 

Report: ‘The 

Parliamentary 

Elections in 

Bangladesh’

12 June 1996 Previous control number 

2b

2005.0088 

Unit 3

2005.0088.0003

5

Commonwealth 

Observer Group 

Report: ‘The 

Presidential and 

Parliamentary 

Election in Ghana’

07 December 

1996

Previous control number 

2c

2005.0088 

Unit 3

2005.0088.0003

6

Commonwealth 

Observer Group 

Report: ‘The National 

Assembly Election in 

Pakistan’

6 October 

1993

Bound copy. Previous 

control number 2d

2005.0088 

Unit 3

2005.0088.0003

7

Commonwealth 

Observer Group 

Report: ‘The National 

Assembly Election in 

Pakistan’

6 October 

1993

Unbound copy with 

highlighted annotations. 

Previous control number 

2e

End of List
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