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W.S. Robinson was one of Australia’'s most influential
businessmen. He and W.L. Baillieu were the major figures
behind the giant Melbourne and London based empire of base
and noble metals industries, the Collins House Group. As well as
serving as adviser to several Australian Prime Ministers he was
closely involved with many leading Australian, British and
American politicians and businessmen. Through his career he
was associated with all aspects of the Barrier Mines and
associated industries. He travelled widely on commercial and
Australian Government related matters.

1977

Access: Open

This list is the shorter summary-version of the full finding aid
to the Robinson collection. It allows access to the collection by
file title and date range, and is easier to navigate in a brief
search than the full finding aid.

This summary-version also functions as an index to the full
finding aid.

In the full finding aid, each letter in the first one hundred
subject files has been abstracted and individually listed. The
remaining 133 files are listed by file title and brief description of
file content. It is best used by those researchers wishing to
identify correspondence to specific people. The finding aid is
searchable.
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Box File Contents Date

Companies B - |

1 1 Broken Hill Associated Smelters (BHAS) establishment 1915-21

1 2 The position of BHAS Feb-43

1 3 BHAS re-organization 1941-47

1 4 Broken Hill Proprietary Co. Ltd 1946-54

1 5 Burma Corporation 1936-60

1 6 Exploration 1946

1 7 Imperial Smelting Corporation and National Smelting, 1915-37 1915-37
Robinson, L.B, 1946-56

1 8 Aircraft 1946, 1950

1 9 Associated and interesting mines 1946-56

1 10 Atomic power, uranium 1952, 1954-5

1 11 Australiana politics, general economics 1952-56

1 12 Australs 1950

1 13 Beach sands 1950, 1954

1 14 Development ideas 1946-55

1 15 Group general affairs 1946, 1950, 1952

1 16 Group strategy 1946-56

1 17 Imperial Smelting Corporation and National Smelting 1944-46

1 18 Industrial relations 1946, 1950, 1955

1 19 New Broken Hill consolidated 1946-56

1 20 Ore contracts, prices and realizations 1946-54

1 21 Personal and general 1946-56

1 22 Santa Gertrudis 1952

1 23 sulphur 1949-50

1 24 Technology 1945-55

1 25 World affairs 1946-56

1 26 Zinc Corporation 1946-56
Robinson, L.B, 1956-1961

1 27 Associated and other companies 1956-59

1 28 Economics 1956-61

2 29 General and personal 1956-61

2 30 Group affairs 1956-59

2 31 Obituaries 1961

2 32 Politics 1956-61

2 33 Science and technology 1956, 1959-60

2 34 Weipa 1956
‘Interesting letters’ ordered alphabetically

2 35 A: H.T Armitage 1946

2 36 B: Sir Clive Baillieu, M.B. Baillieu, A.B Baer, Hon H.E Bolte
C: John Chapman, Winston Churchill, Hon. Arthur Calwell, G
Lindesay Clarke, H.A.M Campbell, Viscount Oliver Chandos, Dr H.C
Coombs, Sir Douglas Copland, H.V. Casson, Carlton Club, Mr

2 37 Bruce Cade
D: John Foster Dulles, Janet Dulles, L.W. Douglas, Dr J.R. Darling,

2 38 Earl of Drogheda, W.S Dunrossil, Sir Lloyd Dumas, Sir William Durk

2 39 E: Dr Evatt, Rt. Hon Sir Anthony Eden, P.C.

2 40 F: G.R Fisher, J. Fitzgerald
G: Eugene Gorman, J.K. Gustafson, General Motors Corporation,

2 41 I.LH.G.

2 42 H: The Herald, Cecil Hoskins, Averell Harriman, Herbert Hoover
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2 | 43 | | - J: Wesley Ince, Institute of Metals, Sir Robert and Lady Jackson

Box File Contents Date
2 44 K: R.J Kleburg Jr, General George C. Kenny
2 45 L: Dr Evan Littlejohn, 'Lombard'
M: Mr S.A (Syd) Middleton, Dr Hedley R. Marston, Sir Maurice
2 46 Mawby, Mt Isa Mines
2 47 Mc: Lord McGowan, J.McCartney
2 48 N — O: J. Malcolm Newman, Walter Nash, Sir Mark Oliphant
2 49 P — Q: Harold Peake, John Lee Pratt, Arthur Paine
R: Philip D. Reed, John Reynolds, Staniforth Ricketson, David
Rivett, Sir Arthur Robinson, Mr A.A. Robinson, Lionel Robinson,
2 50 Walter S. Robertson
2 51 S: J. Scougall, S.E. Sweet, Mr H.B. Van Sideren
2 52 T: Joan T. Trippe, Clive Turnbull, Griffith Taylor, Bill Taylor
W: Wanneranooka PTY LTD, A.M. Williamson, Westrex Australia,
2 53 A.S Watt, The Hon. Sir Thomas White, Harold Wincott
A - Baillieu, M.L & W.L
Replies to assertion of W.S.R's conflict of interest in establishment
2 54 of Australian Aluminium Industry 1944
2 55 General comments on Aluminium industry in Australia 1944-61
2 56 Setting up Aluminium industry in the 1940s 1940s
2 57 Australian Aircraft manufacture 1917, 1930s
2 58 Aviation: W.S. Robinson and Frank Whittle's jet engine 1959-60
2 59 Aircraft. General comments on Australia and overseas 1936-60s
3 60 Australian Economic development
3 61 Correspondence with Bernard Baruch 1947-64
3 62 Correspondence with W.L. Baillieu 1915-21
3 63 Correspondence with W.L. Baillieu 1940-46
Bracken - Falk
3 64 Viscount Brendan Bracken. Correspondence (see also file 231) 1947-57
3 65 Broken Hill: industrial relations
3 66 Broken Hill: Charles Rasp re 1880s discovery of Broken Hill
3 67 Broken Hill: some personal associations
3 68 Broken Hill: general comments
3 69 H.S. Evans: correspondence 1940-59
3 70 Dr H.V. Evatt: correspondence 1942-61
3 71 Electrolytic Zinc Co. 1915-48
3 72 O.T Falk: correspondence 1951-63
Freight - Hughes, W.
4 73 Freight 1919-20
4 74 Friends
4 75 ‘The Herald letter', ‘Fan mail” 1956
4 76 J.R Govett correspondence 1944-56
4 77 Gold and Australia 1931, 1951
4 78 Gold mining in Australia 1930s, 1940s
4 79 The Gold standard and money
4 80 Rt. Hon. W.M Hughes re non-ferrous metals folder 1 1915, 1948
4 81 Rt. Hon. W.M Hughes re non-ferrous metals folder 2 1915, 1949
I.C.I. - Monetary
Miscellaneous - Energy and fuels in Australia, govt shipbuilding in
4 82 Australia, WWI, weather control 1957-61
1882, 1912-15,
4 83 Mt Morgan and Nagrom Syndicate 1960-61
4 84 Rt. Hon John McEwen: correspondence 1960-63
4 85 Mt Isa Mines Ltd. 1952, 1963
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4 86 I.C.I. 1923-45
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Box File Contents Date

4 87 Ideas on exchange and money 1961

4 88 Australian economic growth and future 1950s, 1960s

4 89 Monetary, I.M.F. 1949, 1960s

4 90 The British economy

5 91 Post War monetary arrangements - the U.K. 1940s
New Companies - Quotations

5 92 New companies - the beginnings

5 93 Personal - W.S.R early life etc 1915-61

5 94 Pests

5 95 Quotations and extracts - folder 1

5 96 Quotations and extracts - Lord Keynes, folder 2
Robinson, L. - Wool

5 97 The Wars

5 98 Wool

5 99 Santa Gertrudis - cattle

5 100 Uranium
Subject files (a)
Austral Development Pty. Ltd. And American Austral Trading

5 101 Corporation 1939-56

5 102 General Post Office (G.P.O.) 1959-61

5 103 Re: memoirs (of W.S.R.) 1915-62

5 104 State Electricity Commission of Victoria (S.E.C.) 1956-61

5 105 Raibl Mine, Italy 1936

5 106 Tierra del Fuego 1957-58

5 107 Weather control 1958-1962
Subject files (b)

6 108 Raids 1915, 1962

6 109 Mr W.S. Robinson - confidential memos 1941-49

6 110 Non-ferrous metals control (Ministry of Supply) 1939-46

6 111 Zinc Concentrates 1944

6 112 Power (Western Power Company) 1946

6 113 Zinc Producers Association 1915-61

6 114 Northern areas of Broken Hill 1946

6 115 Reports - Correspondent 'A’ 1946

6 116 Railways 1948, 1965

6 117 Gas and Oll 1946-47

6 118 Travels 1952-58
Subject files (c)
Notes - not by W.S. R. (economic and historical articles not by

6 119 W.S.R

6 120 Joint production of Zinc Corporation and NBHC 1945-46

6 121 Extract from the 'Statist' - deep leads etc 1906-07

6 122 Mainly Queensland; Channel Country, mining geology 1945-62

6 123 Map of Queensland showing Land agents' districts

6 124 Geology of Queensland 1946-61
Subject files (d) and North Broken Hill
Correspondence between Messrs. L. Robinson, W.M Clark and

7 125 W.S. Robinson 1914

7 126 Lead contract H.M. Government 1946-47

7 127 I.S.C. Zinc Subvention 1939, 1946

7 128 Market Reports 1946-47

7 129 Mining: metals 1915, 1956-57

7 130 Mount Painter 1947
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Box File Contents Date
7 131 Broken Hill 1914, 1950s
7 132 New Broken Hill Consolidated, Ltd. 1946
7 133 North Broken hill Ltd.: history of leases
7 134 Starfighter Newsletter, September 1961 1961
Menindee Lakes and Darling River Water Storage Scheme
7 135 Maps x 2
Mines Department Reports: Broken Hill history
7 136 Excerpts from the Department of Mines Reports 1885-1946
7 137 History of the Broken hill Mine employees Pension Fund
7 138 Early history of Broken Hill
7 139 The history of the Zinc Corporation Ltd.
7 140 History of the Broken Hill Consolidated Ltd.
8 141 History of the Electrolytic Zinc Co. Of Australasia Ltd.
8 142 History of Broken Hill: Industrial history (revised)
8 143 History of the Broken Hill Water Supply
8 144 Appendices to review of industrial negotiations, B. Maugham 1920-46
History of Broken Hill: Acknowledgements and sequence of
8 145 historical events
The establishment of the Electrolytic Zinc Industry in Tasmania' by
8 146 John Reynolds 1957
Map of the city of Broken Hill: newsclipping re: emergency Loan
8 147 Council Meeting
Correspondence W.S.R. and Lyell Bryant Robinson 1
8 148 "Lead" file L.B.R.'s file 1946
8 149 "Lead/zinc file" L.B.R.'s file 1939-42
Correspondence W.S.R. and Lyell Bryant Robinson 2
8 150 W.S.R./L.B.R. (L.B.R.'s file) 1958
8 151 W.S.R./L.B.R. (L.B.R.'s file) 1958-59
8 152 W.S.R./L.B.R. (L.B.R.'s file) 1959
9 153 W.S.R./L.B.R. (L.B.R.'s file) 1960-61
9 154 The Zinc Corporation Ltd. (I.B.R.'s file) 1945
9 155 "Economic Survey 1958", London, Her Majesty's Stationery Office 1958
9 156 Lloyd's Bank Review, April 1958 1958
Cables 1946-1947
9 157 W.S. Robinson; cables in and out 1946-47 1946-47
9 158 W.S. Robinson; cables inwards 1946-47 1946-48
Diary, Passports and certificates
Envelope containing 5 identification cards: Department of State
Washington, War Cabinet London, Clipper Club x2, American
9 159 Airlines
10 160 Envelope containing W.S.R's six British Passports 1941-47
10 161 W.S R Business diary voll 1915
Diaries and Letterbooks
10 162 Business diary July-October 1915 1915
10 163 Business diary November 1915-February 1916 1915-1916
10 164-67 | Letterbooks March - September 1914 1914
Memoirs - Drafts
11 168-71 | Draft files of W.S.R.'s memoirs
Miscellaneous subjects
Various company reports and other material collected by W.S.R.
Includes National Smelting Company Ltd, Sulphide Corporation,
Australian Development, Australian Smelting Co, Australian Post
Office, Australian Aluminium Co, British Aluminium Co, History of
11 172-190 | Broken Hill Mines, BHAS
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Box File Contents Date

Photoprints and Publications

Miscellaneous articles and publications on various subjects and
organizations including: Aluminium Industries Bill 1960, MMBW,
191- Antarctica, 1.S.C., Northern Territory, Railways of Australia,

11 216 Currency and Foreign Exchange, IMF, Zinc Corp.

Miscellaneous articles and publications on various subjects and
organizations including: Aluminium Industries Bill 1960, MMBW,
Antarctica, 1.S.C., Northern Territory, Railways of Australia,

12 217-231 | Currency and Foreign Exchange, IMF, Zinc Corp.

Brendan Bracken Correspondence and Miscellaneous

12 231 Brendan Bracken Correspondence (see also file 64) 1953-59

12 232 Notes on Broken Hill by W.S.R. 1937

12 233 W.S.R.'s Australian institute of Mining and Metallurgy award 1942
END
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