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CATEGORY Labour, organisations .
ACTIVITY  Communists
DATE RANGE 1938-1942
SIZE OF 2cms
COLLECTION
© HISTORICAL The Workers Sports Federation was initiated in Sydney in the early
NOTE 1930s. In 1935 one of its leading organisers came to Melbourne and,
with the support of the Young Communist League, formed a Victorian
Section. It initially attracted large numbers of suburban members, but
these branches didn't last due to lack of experienced leadership. The
WSF eventually specialised in workers' holiday camps held in different
locations twice per year. The Young Communist League and the WSF
eventually formed the League of Young Democrats and, after a period of
illegality for all Communist related organisations, they formed the Eureka
Youth League. ’
ACCESS Access: Open
CONDITIONS
| DESCRIPTION  Compilation consists of thirty-two photographic proofs and negatives of

WSF camps from Daylesford, Christmas 1938 to Inverioch, Christmas
1941. Also three WSF advertising leaflets; newscuttings of WSF events
and of Eureka Youth League gymnastic events.

Compilation consists of 14 negatives and proofs of WSF camps and
activities, as well as 4 photographic prints. These photographs compleme

- those from an earlier WSF accession no 95 19. They were selected from

originals owned by Grace Gale, of Auckland NZ. Also includ is
correspondece between Bruce Armstrong and Mrs Gale and other
contribu tors and an account of the Federation by Alex Opie, one of its
earliest organisers.




University of Melbourne Archives Accession Form ACCESSION NO. 95 19
*NAME' WORKERS' SPORTS FEDERATION, VICTORIAN SECTION

SEX GROUP Labour History
ADDRESS Defunct
ACTIVITY/IES Socialist Youth Group

LOCATION/S Daylesford Cowes
Creswick Inverloch

HISTORICAL NOTE The Workers Sports Federation was initiated in Sydney in the
early 1930s. In 1935 one of its leading organisers came to Melbourne and
, with the support of the Young Communist League, formed a Victorian
Section. It initially attracted large numbers of suburban members, but
these branches didn't last due to lack of experienced leadership. The
WSF eventually specialised in workers' holiday camps held in different
locations twice per year. The Young Communist League and the WSF eventua
formed the League of Young Democrats and, after a period of illegality
for all Communist related organisations, they formed the Eureka Youth

League.
INCLUSIVE DATES 1938-1942
EARLIEST DATE 1938 LATEST DATE 1942

ACCESS O ACCESS NOTE Photographs now out of copyright

QUANTITY 2 cms

DESCRIPTION Compilation consists of thirty-two photographic proofs and
negatives of WSF camps from Daylesford, Christmas 1938 to Inverloch,
Christmas 1941. Also three WSF advertising leaflets; newscuttings of WSF
events and of Eureka Youth League gymnastic events.

FORM Leaflet Newscuttings Photograph

PERSONS

ORGANIZATIONS Eureka Youth League
League of Young Democrats
Communist Party of Australia

PLACES Daylesford Cowes Creswick
Inverloch

SUBJECTS Socialism Youth Social life
Education Sport Labor politics
RELATED COLLECTIONS FEureka Youth League Collection
Communist Party Collections

DATE TRANSFERRED 22 March 1995
TRANSFEROR Armstrong, Bruce and Pauline TEL.NO.
ADDRESS

IOCATION OF ORIGINAL
STORED AT CONDITION

CONDITION NOTE

GENERAL NOTE Photographs copied by Bruce Armstrong from originals owned by
Pearl and Jack Cuthbertson, Nancy and Bill Irving. Photos now out of
copyright. UMA has owners permission to reproduce as needed.
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-ama Camp, DAYLESFORD, 1938,

D. Panorama Camp, DAYLESFOR

bHe  Mancy Irving (nee Smithl, DAYLESFORD, 1938,
Male Section tents.
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« Left to right, Mancy Irving (nee Smith), HMelva
Gribble, Fearl Cuthbertson (nee Madden).

8. Campers. DAYLESFORD, 1%3d.

. Don Mobuiness ~ expelled from the League of
Young Democrates (L.Y.D.! Ffor suspected provacateur
activities. DAYLESFORD, 1938.

10, Left to right, Bill Parker, Fegarl Cuthbertson (nee
Madden), Nancy Irving (nee Smith), with W.S.F.
pernmant. DAYLESFORD, 1%938.

11. fl.eft to right, Ted Bull (became secretary of the
sraide Workers” Fedsration after World War Twod,
three unknown, Stuart =1, one dnknown.
GavLESFORD, 197

e

2. Left to right, Jean 7 « Fearl Cuthbertson (nee
Madden, Nancy Irving (nee &S ley Helmshaw,

Smith) l.e

Violet 7 « Manoy Horne. DAYLESFORD, 1938.

Mancy Irving (nee
Bennett (nes Mo

Smithy, Melva
sack) . DAYLESFORD,
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THE FOLLDWING PHOTOGRAPHS WERE TAKEN AT W.5.F. CAMPS 4T
LOCATIONS AND TIMES AS INDICATED.

i8. Facing camesvra, Don Mobuiness, 7 Brabazon.
W.5.F. Christmas Camp, COWES, 1939.

19. Joyce Madden and Jdack Howard. W.85.F. Christmas
Camp, CRESWICK, 1941.

Z20. "Eillara®" ferry from Stonsy point to Cowes.
. 5.F. Christmas Camp, COWES, 1939.

21. Left to right, 7 . JEan T4 Fearl
Cuthbertson (nee Madden), 7 .

214, W.5.F. CHRISTMAS CAMF, DAYLESFORD, 1938.
Camp Fanorama.

22 W.E.F. CHRISTHMAS CAMF, COWES, 193%2. Names

unknowr.

226, Lett to right, i3 » Coral Bennett (nee
Mekissacky, Pearl Cuthbertson (nee Madden),
Ella Wheeler, Jean Motherwell, Dulcie Miller/
later Stefanou {nee Hillman), FRhoda ? “
GAYLESFORD W.S.F. CHRISTHMAS CAMP, 1938.

2E. Left to right, Noel Darbyshire, Vic Marks, Rhoda

i . Harley Forster. W.5.F. CHRISTHMAS

CaM, COWES, 1939

24, Stuart Bawxter and Dora 7 . W.S5.F.
CHRISTMAS CAMF, COWES, 1939.

2. w « Marion Bennett, ? .
W. 5. F. CHRISTMAES CAMP, COWES, 1939,

26, LUNMCH QUEUE., W.S.F. CDHRISTMAS CaMPF, CDWES, 1939,
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Right to left,
Baernnett. W.&.

Tty uh1ll&¥ ? .
Mavion Penneti.

: 5 F ATION BUTLDING WNEAR TOF OF
NHENIEN “]““QPIﬁ, Left to right, Mell 0Old,
cuthbertson, Hyrell Watern (née) Ross, S
Mesp e " 14§Jun Bennett, Joyvoe Madden. Ciroca
194G, This phufo: aph was of individual campars,
and not taken at an organised W.8.F. camp. The
land was owned by the M.S.F. and buildings had
been erected with a view to a permanent camp site.
Futh and Mauwrie Crow had a lease on the restaurant
near by .

dack Cuthbertson. W.5.F. EABTER CAMF, INVERLOCH,
1241,

GYMMASTES — EUREKA YOUTH LEAGUE, circa 1942 7
Left to right, Ruby Leonard, Joyce Madden, behind
Joyce — Nancy Marks {(nee bGreen).

CRESWICK, CHRISTMAS 1940. Back row, Left to
Fight, Flo Watson, Ailsa Farrell, Bobby McFhee,
Eileen Farrall; Mrs. Watson.

Front row, bLeft to right, Grace Taylor, Con
HWatson, Mr. Watson.

COWES i Left to right, 7 « bGrace
Taylor, Kon Tilley. Dorrie Forfar, 7 .

COWES 7 AlF Lorbach, gym instructor.

COWES 7 Eric Ogdern, camp concerts compere,
sister Rubth.

CRESWICE, CHREISTHMAS 1940. Back row, Left to
right, ? « bBrace Taylior, Ralph Fisher,
Sylvia Natﬁum. ’

Front row, Laft to right, Ralph Andrews, Bobby
McFhee, Con Watson, Flo WHatson.

CRESWICE, CHRISTMAS 19240, Chariot race entrant,
“Ren Hur".,

CRESWICE, CISTHMAS 1940, Leflt to right, Flo
Watson, Grace Taylor, Sylvia Watson, hﬁhby MoFhee.

MAY DAY MaRCH MELEBR.) CIRCA 1940, Stilt walker,
"Tiny" Wellard, mesmber of W.S5.F. and L.Y.D.
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Left to right, Dorrie Fortar, : n

<3

v brace Taylor, ? .

Jrd November 1939, *The Sun® newspaper.

League of Young Democrats bymnasium Group.

Left to right, Vera Sharpley, ? . ? .
Ruby Leonard, Fearl Cuthbertson (nee Madden),

lesley Helmshaw,

3

s Audrey Blake,

Mancy Hall. Back row not known.

LIST OF W.S5.F.

Faster
Christmas
Faster
Christmas
Faster
Christmas
Easter
Christmas

WHERN THE

1978
19738
1939
1959
1940
1940
1941
1941

W.8.F.

CAMPS

Cowes
Daylestfoard
Cowes
Cowes
Cowes
Creswick
Inverloch
Inverloch

MEMBERS TRAVELLED BY CHARTERED TRAIN TO

A CAMP, THEY HAD THEIR OWN RATLWAY LUGGAGE LABELS
FRINTED WITH TH

E W.5.F. NAME.

Fhotographic material collected and reproduced, with

legends,

by: Br

uce Armstrong



